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What's cooking? Ramos, 
Drilon, Sotto meet in secret 


By T] Burgonio, Michael Lim Ubac 
and Cynthia D. Balana 


‘WHAT'S COOKING ON THE POLITICAL FRONT? 
Former President Fidel V Ramos, Senate 
President Franklin Drilon and former Sen. Vi- 
cente Sotto III met clandestinely on the first 
working day of the year, fueling speculation 
WHAT'S) Ab 
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PAF graft, unrest ba 


Colonel threatened with arrest 


By Alcuin Papa 


AN AIR FORCE COLONEL YESTERDAY SAID THAT 
generals and wing commanders in the Philippine Air 
Force (PAF) were "illegally" receiving monthly al- 
lowances of P45,000 each on top of their salaries. 


Air Force spokesperson Lt. Col. 
Restituto Padilla said Daquil would be 
restricted to quarters, investigated 
and possibly charged with violating 
two Articles of War, specifically con- 
duct unbecoming an officer. 

“If truth is unbecoming, then Tm. 
willing to be jailed,” said Daquil, for- 


а d 


Col. Efren Радий also confirmed 
grumbling in the military. 

“I have direct knowledge that Air 
Force generals, the wing comman- 
ders, are given P45,000 a month over 
and above their salaries and other al- 
Jowances. I would like to know if CG- 
PAF (commanding general of the 


PAF) is authorized to dole out this al- 
Towance," said Радић, 

‘The allowance, according to him, is 
called the Direct Support Fund (DSF) 

Denying Daquils allegations, the 
PAF said the colonel would be taken 
into custody and possibly charged for 
giving interviews without permission, 


po 


LARGER THAN LIFE | 


‘Tadeo Palma looks wistfully at the remains of his sister, 
Juana Rodriguez St., Quezon City. Palma was the first woman justice of the Supreme Court. 


By Tonette Orejas 
and Allan Macatuno 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


OLONGAPO CITY—THE JUDGE 
tapped to hear the rape case 
against four US Marines yester- 
day said he would demand cus- 
tody of the accused. 
“We have to assert our authori- 
" Judge Renato Dilag said, up- 


judge is no 
stranger to 
controversy 


By Tonette Orejas 
and Ansbert Joaquin 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


OLONGAPO CITY—SURPRISED, 
but not pressured. 

That was how Judge Renato 
Dilag said he felt after yesterday's 
raffle, when the rape case against 
four US Marines landed in his 
sala at the Regional Trial Court 
Branch 73 in this city. 

Dilag noted that the case was 
"high profile" because it involved 
four American servicemen—the 
first to be charged with rape since 
1992, when the US naval base at. 
Subic was closed. 

He also said he was aware that. 

JUDGE A4 


mer deputy wing commander of the 
PAE 710th Special Operations Wing 
based at Clark, Pampanga. 

The colonel asked the PAF com- 
manding general, Lt. Gen. Jose Reyes, 
to explain where P30 million in sav- 
ings from his (Daquil's) stint as chief 

PAFGRAFT/A6 


the late Justice Cecilia Mufioz-Palma, which lie in state at Mt. Carmel Church on 
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Judge to demand custody of 4 US Marines 


By Marlon Ramos, 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
and Armand М. Nocum 


IMUS, __CAVITE—SWOOPING 
down on several houses in a se- 
ries of raids, government agents 
yesterday picked up nine people, 
including the alleged gunman, 
but failed to get the mastermind 
behind the murder of Judge Hen- 
rick Gingoyon. 

The suspected triggerman and 
two others among those detained 
in connection with the Saturday 
killing of Gingoyon were alleged 
to have been paid P150,000 to 
carry out the job, the National Bu- 
reau of Investigation said. 

Police said some of the men 
were suspected members of a no- 
torious organized crime: group 
operating in Cavite, Metro Mani- 
la and nearby towns in the Cal- 
abarzon region. 

Ina news briefing at Camp Pan- 
taleon Garcia here, Philippine Na- 
tional Police Director General Ar- 
turo Lomibao identified seven of 
those detained as Rodolfo Cruer, 
the supposed gunman; Rudy Ba- 
clor, Filemon "Boy Negro" Rabino, 


JUDGE'S KILLING 
9 suspects held 
but no brains yet 


holding the position of the De- 
partment of Foreign Affairs that 
the Philippine government 
should have "actual, physical cus- 
ходу" оће Americans. 

Dilag said he would review ће 
case records and the Dec. 27 res- 
olution charging the four US ser- 
vicemen and their Filipino driver 
with raping a 22-year-old Fil- 
їрїпо woman on Nov. 1 at the 
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Subic Bay Freeport. 

If he finds probable cause, he 
may issue the arrest warrants to- 
day or before the arraignment set 
on Jan. 12, Dilag said 

Citing a provision in the 1999 
RP.US Visiting Forces Agreement, 
Dilag said he would leave it ro the 
DFA to officially serve the warrants. 

He said he was "not bound" by 
the statement of Justice Secretary 
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Raul Gonzalez that the Philippine 
government should first negoti- 
ate for custody of the Americans 
before serving the warrants. 

A DFA official speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity said the war- 
rants would be served on the US 
Embassy at the DFA premises. 

This was the same procedure 
followed in November when the 
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Proqualliation, 
Bidding and Awards 
Committee 
'eDstrcuo olicals. 
'ehasiden focal audor 


Mark Datas, Rafael Arciaga, Gre- 
gorio Ignacio and Etten Samonte. 
Lomibao said Cruer was identi- 
fied by at least four eyewitnesses. 
An NBI report shown to re- 
porters in Manila listed Cruer's 
name as “Robel Darocaluer Jr." 
Besides the seven mentioned by 
SSUSPECTSIAT 


Pork barrel: 
Pigging out 


By Juan V. Sarmiento Jr. 
and Armand М. Мосит 
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Actual cost o! proj 
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Post-olletion Expenses. 
Local government otteals 
9 
~ Winning contractor 
4. Substandard materials. 
к rens 
p 42.1 potcan 1s owner 
‘of construction frm 
supplier 
IOICE cuts: Kekbacks range 
{froma low 19 percent to a high 
52 percent ofa project cost. 


FILIPINOS ARE VAGUELY AWARE THAT 
the pork barrel—that euphemism for the 
joint raid on the National Treasury by the 
President and Congress in the name of in- 
frastructure development—is a source of 
fat kickbacks for the most dishonorable- 
members of Congress. 

But until August 1996 when the INquim. 
published an award-winning series of arti- 
cles, the public was largely in the dark about 
the magnitude of the amounts that regularly 
went into the pockets of legislators, 

The most explosive reports in that series 
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AIR FORCE Col. Efren Радий talks to a select group of media men during a hastily called news 
conference yesterday. 
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PASAY City Judge Henrick 
Gingoyon тотото 


Top ‘Pook’ 
awards go 
to Bohol, 

Or. Negros 


By Tina Arceo-Dumlao 


A PROGRAM PROTECTING BO- 
hol's rich coastal resources and a 
project teaching school children in 
Oriental Negros how to grow veg- 
tables were chosen as the top local 
government programs for 2005. 

For their efforts, Oriental Ne- 
gros and Bohol received the top 
award for continuing excellence 
from Galing Pook Foundation, 
which recognizes the best local 
governance programs in the 
Philippines. It is a joint program 
of the Galing Pook Foundation, 
the Department of Interior and 
Local Government, through its 
Local Government Academy, and 
‘The Ford Foundation. 

"In Bohol, the local government 
implemented programs to protect 
its rich coastal resources, revive 
and preserve its unique cultural 
heritage, and develop eco-tourism 
which has put the province on the 
world tourism map. 

In Oriental Negros, the combi- 
nation of political will and com- 
munity support resulted in the es- 
tablishment of barangay agricul- 
tural development centers, the 
revival of gardening and the im- 
provement of nutrition in chil- 
dren. 
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WEATHER FORECAST 


FORECAST: Easter Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao will pperence 
бошу shies wih scared rahshowers and isolated thunder- 
Storms, The rest of Lion vil have part coud lo дошбукез with 
‘sated rainshowers. 
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crapping of Luisita land deal appealed 


By Blanche S. Rivera. 


THE COMPANY THAT OWNS AND MANAGES THE 
Cojuangco family's Hacienda Luisita has, as expect- 
ed, asked the Presidential Agrarian Reform Council 
(PARC) to reconsider its decision to revoke its stock 
distribution option agreement and give away the 
4,915-hectare sugar estate to the farm workers. 


Saying there was no legal or fac- 
tual basis to cancel a fulfilled con- 
tract, the Hacienda Luisita Inc. said 
the PARC violated the Constitution 
and RA 6657, or the Comprehen- 
sive Agrarian Reform Law, when it 
cancelled Luisita's SDO scheme. 

The PARC en banc, the highest 
decision-making body on agrarian 
reform questions, last month vot- 
ed to uphold the Department of 
Agrarian Reform’s decision to re- 
voke the 16-year-old SDO agree- 
ment between the estate manage- 
ment and the farm workers. 

Instead of parceling out and dis- 
tributing the estate owned by the 
family of former President Corazon 
Cojuangco Aquino, the SDO 
scheme gave the Luisita farm work- 
ers and tenants shares in the com- 
pany managing the plantation. 

But more than 8,000 farm 
workers at Luisita last year peti- 
tioned the DAR to revoke the 
scheme, alleging violations by the. 
company and claiming their lives 
had not improved. 

In its 34-page motion, the HLI 
said the nullification or cancella- 
tion of the SDO scheme violated 
Sections 1 and 10, Article 3 of the 
Constitution which protects 
against the deprivation of proper- 
ty without due process and the 
impairment of the obligations of 
contract. 

Tt said the land was owned by 
HLI, which has a separate person- 
ality from its stockholders, the 
Cojuangco-owned Tarlac Devel- 
opment Corp. (TDC) and the 
farm-worker beneficiaries. them- 
selves. 

“The taking of its [HLI's] prop- 
erty without hearing and com- 
pensation is a denial of the due 
process clause," the HLI said, 

"The HLI through its corporate 
secretary Emmanuel б. Cochico 
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filed the motion for reconsidera- 
tion before the PARC at 5 p.m. on 
Monday, beating the 10-day 
deadline it was given to question 
the PARC's decision. 

HLI, which has been managing 
the estate for the past 16 years, 
insisted there was no legal and 
factual basis to cancel a contract 
that had been approved by the 
PARC and fulfilled by the parties 
to the agreement. 

The НИ said it had finished the 
distribution of the 118,391 shares 
of stocks in HLI to the farmer ben- 
eficiaries in June 2004, making 
the farm workers co-owners of а 
corporation bound by corporate, 
not agrarian, laws. 

“Full and complete execution 
or performance of the obligations 
of the TDC and HLI under the 
SDO [agreement] was done in 
2004, yet the DAR has not yet up 
to now issued any certificate of 


SENATE TRIBUTE. Senate President Franklin Drilon stands next to the casket of the former Senator Robert Barbers at the Senate session 
hall where former colleagues paid tribute to the late senator. Barbers’ family led by his mother, Regina (center), and wife Virginia (partly 
hidden at left) also attended the necrological rites. SSYUSON 
completion," the HLI said. 


zeus Barbers extolled by ex-colleagues 


that the DAR and PARC are using -By T] Burgonio bers’ soft spot for the poor. “He 
the РАК failure to issue a certifi- 


and Luige A. del Puerto was а man of the people... he was 
cate of completion as a reason or 


aman for others,” Gordon sai 
ground to grant PARC jurisdiction, Former Senator Heherson Al- 
power or authority to recall or re- varez said Barbers “enhanced the 
voke or nullify, cancel or resolve or law immensely. He did this by be- 
rescind the SDOA after it was com- 


ing an insightful lawmaker.” 
pletely executed or performed by Former Sen. Tito Sotto recalled 
the parties thereto,” it said. 


that it was easy to find Barbers’ 
The HLI maintained that nei- 


office on the fifth floor because 
ther the PARC nor the Depart- the corridor was always teeming 
ment of Agrarian Reform had ju- with “people from all walks of 
risdiction over the complaint life" to whom he “was always 
filed by.the Alyansa ng mga willing to lend an attentive ear or 
Manggagawang Bukid sa Luisita ahelping hand.” 
(Ambala) in October 2003. Senate President Franklin 
"While the power to approve Drilon recalled an anecdote 
may include the power to disap- about Barbers as a young police- 
prove, it does not include the man rushing to the aid of a beg- 
power to recall or revoke the ap- gar cradling a boy in his arms 
proval after the approved agree- who had collapsed in front of him 
ment has been performed,” the їп Quiapo. Barbers got down next 
HLI said. to the beggar to give him some- 


thing to eat and drink. 

“That dear friends and col- 
leagues was the young Bobby 
Barbers... That my dear friends is 
character," Drilon said. 

Vice President Noli de Castro and 
Senators Alfredo Lim and Sergio 
Osmefia Ш also delivered eulogies. 

Barbers’ remains were brought 
to the Senate at 9:45 a.m. from 
the Western Police District head- 
quarters in Manila where they 
һай lain overnight after being 
brought back from his province of 
Surigao del Norte. 

At 2 p.m., Barber's remains were 
brought to PNP headquarters at 
Camp Crame in Quezon City for an- 
other overnight vigil. Barbers had 
spent nearly three decades as a cop 
before entering politics. 

“People will remember him for 
his exploits as a cop. Even when 


he became a congressman and 
later a senator, his advocacy had 
always been peace and order,” 
said his son Surigao del Norte 
Rep. Robert Ace Barbers. 

“Secretary Barbers... General 
Barbers left many legacies (in the 
police force). We know that even 
with his last breath, he remained 
а cop. And we are here to honor 
him as a policeman,” said Deputy 
Director General Oscar Calderon, 
the PNP deputy chief for adminis- 
tration. 

Barbers died on Dec. 25 of car- 
diac arrest at the age of 61 after a 
long bout with throat cancer. 

Today his remains will be taken 
back to the Santuario de San An- 
tonio in Forbes Park where they 
had lain earlier. Tomorrow he will 
be buried at noon at the Manila 
Memorial Park in Parafiaque City. 


No revamp 
of economic team 


THE LATE SEN. ROBERT Z. BAR- 
bers was extolled yesterday as an 
* efficient lawmaker and enforcer 
and, above all, as a "man for oth- 
ers" by people he worked closely 
„with in the Senate and the Philip- 
pine National Police. 

In moving rites in the packed 
Senate session hall in the morn- 
ing, legislative staff, members of 
the judiciary, friends and relatives 
heard eulogies and paid their last 
respects to Barbers, who was a 
senator from 1998 to 2004. 

Sen. Richard Gordon said Bar- 
bers may not have been a lawyer 
but he "crossed the bar by his ef- 
forts at peace and order." 

He said the packed Senate ses- 
sion hall was testament to Bar- 
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BUOYED BY THE STERLING PERFORMANCE 
of the peso, stocks and bonds in 2005, Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo has decided not to 
tinker with her relatively new economic man- 
agement team. 

Tn a live news broadcast from Malacafiang, 
the President yesterday was profuse in her 
praise for her economic managers for main- 
taining “fiscal discipline” during the politically 
turbulent 2005, which foreign investors have 
rewarded by driving up the peso, stock market 
and Philippine debt papers to higher levels. 

“I would like to thank the economic team 
for your good work. Our teamwork is impor- 


tant to sustain these positive economic indica- 


HITACHI EX60 


tors,” said the President. 

Seen by her side were Finance Secretary 
Margarito Teves , Budget Secretary Romulo 
Neri and Bureau of Internal Revenue Commis- 
sioner Jose Mari Buñag, who were all placed in 
their current posts after the President was all 
but deserted by her economic managers dur- 
ing the mass resignation of the so-called Hyatt 


10 group of Cabinet officials last July. 

After underscoring the peso's rise and stock 
market's rebound as a vote of approval for her 
fiscal reform strategy, the President noted the 
surge in Philippine bonds that registered the 
highest yield among IOUs in 2006. 

А high yield for Philippine bonds meant 
lower debt payments for the country, she said. 

She said the government saved P20 billion on 
dex payments last year which she planned to use 
for socal services to enable the masses to share thé 
benefis of the county's economic gains. 

The President's obvious pleasure with the 
economic indicators and her economic man- 
agement team should douse talks of a revamp 
in key economic agencies. 

Teves said that as far as he knew the Presi- 
dent has no plans aboüt making any change 
in her economic team and that she has never 
raised the issue with them. 

"It would be helpful if the team is kept in- 
tact but this is the President's prerogative," 
Teves said. Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


Hawaii gov 
to kick off 
centennial 


A UNITED STATES GOVERN- 
ment delegation led by the gover- 
nor of Hawaii was scheduled to 
arrive in Manila last night to take 
part in the Philippines celebra- 
tion of the centennial of Filipino 
migration to the US state. 

Gov Linda Lingle along with four 
state senators and representatives 
will be here until Jan. 11 to conduct 
goodwill visits mainly to the locos 
region, origin of the first 15 Filipino 
sugar plantation workers to arrive 
оп Ola'a Island in December 1906. 

"The celebration is expected to 
орел new opportunities for tourism, 
trade and investments in the Philip- 
pines and highlights the contribu- 
Чоп of Filipinos to US society” said 
Foreign Secretary Alberto Romulo 
inastatement, Volt Contreras 
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Big catch at North 
Harbor: ‘Blasted’ fish 


By Leila B. Salaverria. 


OPERATIVES OF THE PHILIPPINE COAST GUARD 
seized on Monday night some 4,550 kilos of illegally 
caught fish from Palawan at the Manila North Harbor. 

PCG spokesperson Commander Joseph Coyme said 130 
boxes of dynamited fish worth half a million pesos were 
confiscated from the M/V Asuncion IV, a cargo-passenger 
vessel that arrived from Palawan. 

The use of dynamite in fishing is banned because it de- 
stroys the coral reefs that host marine life. 

Coyme said that nobody had come forward to claim 
ownership of the fish shipment. He added the owner 
could have abandoned the cargo after learning of its 
seizure by a team from the PCG's Manila station. 

“The seized items were inspected immediately by a repre- 
sentative from the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources. 

BEAR fish examiner Arnold Gil informed the POG that the 
fish appeared to have been caught using dynamite. 

‘According to Coyme, one would be able to tell if a fish was 
killed by dynamite if they cut it open and check if its bones are 
mangled and its innards ruptured. Dynamited fish, except 
those that were near the blast, usually show no extemal dam- 
ages. he added 
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Come and see 
the light, solons 
urge bishops 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


HOUSE LEADERS YESTERDAY WELCOMED 
the proposal of a Catholic prelate for the ere- 
ation of а Bishops-Congressmen’s Forum, 
with one of them saying that the bishops 
might even leam a thing ог two from their 
congressmen, who supposedly did not know 
the difference between "right and wrong." 

House Deputy Majority Leader Edcel Lagman 
said the proposal of Davao Archbishop Fernando 
Capalla to create the forum to facilitate a free ex- 
change of ideas in crafting important laws might 
even become a learning experience for the coun- 
пуз influential Catholic bishops. 

“The formation of a Bishops-Congressmen's Fo- 
mum is very much welcome but I am not agreeable 
to its creation on a condescending basis,” said Lag- 
тап, who had dashed with the Catholic Church 
over a controversial population management bill 

“Аз long as they don't pontificate and im- 
pose their concepts on what is right and 
wrong, its OK. This could help in dismantling 
a rigid religious orthodoxy that is very conser- 
vative (on the bishops’ patt)," he added. 

Lagman said that the forum would be an 
opportunity for the bishops to learn about 
views different from their own and to find 
‘common ground with congressmen in passing 
legislation that is good for the country. 

"aes better if they come over and we have dis- 
cussions because they might see the light and 
come to respect other people's views. But they 
should not insist on what they think is right from 
‘wrong, asi we do not know thar,” he said. 

Incoming up with his proposal, Capalla had 
said that lawmakers needed a lot of help “in 
the discernment of what is right and wrong.” 

“We cannot presume members of Congress 
cannot discern right from wrong,” said Tloilo 
Rep. Rolex Suplico. “We cannot presume that 
the people voted clowns to Congress.” 

"Maybe, Archbishop Capalla should name 
names, so that the people may know who to 
vote forin the next elections," he added. 
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‘Jueteng on holiday binge in Bicol 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


WHILE THE COUNTRY WAS ENJOY 
ing the Christmas and New Year holidays, 
jueteng operators were having their own 
dnd of revelry in their lucrative Bicol 
strongholds, according to antijueteng 
crusader Archbishop Oscar Cruz. 

Operations of the multibillion-peso un- 
derground lottery resumed in the region. 
during the Yuletide season, belying the 
Philippine National Police position that 
jueteng was under control, Cruz claimed. 

“We wonder what the administration 
has to say and will do about this infor- 
mation. To consider it garbage would 
not be wise,” he said. 

‘Cruz, who heads the Krusadang Bayan 
Laban sa Jueteng, said jueteng, or the ille- 
gal numbers game, went full blast during 


the holidays, particularly in all four dis- 
tricts of Camarines Sur and parts of Albay. 

He said the game's resurgence in the 
region was crucial as Bicol is considered 
the most profitable area for jueteng be- 
cause of the huge amount of money 
that jueteng operations there generate. 

To prove his claim that jueteng was 
back in the region, Cruz rattled off the 
winning numbers in the third district of 
Camarines Sur the other day. 

Citing reports from former jueteng 
bet collectors, Cruz said the winning 
combinations were 14/23 in the mom- 
ing, 12/16 in the afternoon, and 27/29 
in the evening. 

He said the daily triple schedule indi- 
cated that jueteng in the province was 
not a mere "guerrilla-type" operation 
but was well organized and deeply en- 


trenched in the communities. 

Guerrilla-type operations refer to а 
style of jueteng wherein bets are col- 
lected from specific areas while draws 
are conducted elsewhere, The scheme 
is meant to elude police who have a 
standing order to eliminate jueteng. 

Cruz said the Bicol operations should 
not have escaped the police monitoring, 
noting that the PNP had its entire orga- 
nization to run after jueteng operators. 

He noted that his group, a network of 
62 chapters nationwide, did not have 
“even a peso in intelligence funds” but has 
been able to identify where jueteng thrives 
and who are behind its operations. 

He said the game disappeared for a 
few days in Bicol recently, but only to 
pave the way for the implementation of 
the Small Town Lottery (STL), a form of 


Rebs kill Bicol town cop chief 


By Bobby Q. Labalan 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


SORSOGON CITY - NEW PEOPLES ARMY 
rebels killed late Monday night a town police 
chief and two others in an ambush in Matnog 
town while the three were en route to check 
the reported presence of communist rebels. 
"The Sorsogon Provincial Police Office identified 
the fatalities as Senior Insp. Eduardo Amande, 
Мато chief of police, and РЕ. Alex Cortez and 
Саби member Roger de Leon, both detailed at the 
Matnog police as part of the augmentation force. 
SPPO director Senior Supt. Arnold Revilla 
said Amande and 13 other government troop- 
ers left the police station at about 11 p.m. for 
Barangay Bolo after they received reports 
about the presence of armed men in the area. 
They were traveling in а convoy when sev- 
eral rebels, hiding near а school building, 
opened fire, killing the three instantly. 
Revilla said some of the police and soldiers 
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managed to fire back and were able to repulse 
the attackers who were forced to withdraw. 
He said a pursuit operation was underway to 
track down the rebels. 

lt was unclear if the NPA rebels suffered 
any fatalities but bloodstains found on the 
route of their retreat indicates they also had 
casualties, military spokesman Lt. Col. Ser- 
afin Raymundo said. 

Col. Emesto Pascual, commanding officer of the 
2nd Infantry Batalion, said he had already dis- 
patched additional forces to pursue the rebels 

The rebels, who have been waging a Marxist 
rebellion since фе late 1960s, are active in 
Матор, an idyllic town known for йв dive spots. 
The military has stepped up counterinsurgency 
operations in Sorsogon in recent months. 

Matnog was also the site of an encounter be- 
tween NPA members and police personnel last 
Dec. 11 wherein an alleged member of the rebel 
group was killed and another one was captured. 

With report from AFR AP. 


legal gambling. 

STL is being aggressively promoted 
by anti-jueteng czar, Puerto Princesa 
Mayor Edward Hagedorn, but Cruz de- 
scribes it as being essentially jueteng 
with a “different collar.” 

He said that like jueteng, STL was al- 
so a number combination game that is 
Likely to thrive from bets coming mainly 
from the poor. 

Cruz said it has so far failed to attract 
prospective franchise holders who fear 
thet they would only lose money from 
the venture. 

With nearly half of the earnings go- 
ing to “official beneficiaries,” like may- 
ors and governors, he said no one in his 
right mind would want to run an STL. 

"Theylljust go back to jueteng,” said 
Cruz. 
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MJ says воо? execs 
Jacking political will’ 


By Volt Contreras 


From page Al 

the issue of the Philippine government's “ac- 
tual, physical custody" of the Americans was 
putting the provisions of the 1999 RP-US Vis- 
iting Forces Agreement to a test. (See related 
story on Page A1.) 

For almost five years now, the 60-year-old Di- 
lag has presided over Branch 73, а special court 
designated to handle family-related cases. 

He has handled quite a number of local 
rape cases, but not a single criminal suit 
against active US servicemen. 

"Two weeks ago, the judge convicted a man 
who had raped and subsequently impregnat- 
ed his own daughter. 

“у find it unusual that there's a large number 
of rape cases here,” said Dilag, a 1973 law grad- 
uate of the University of the East in Manila. 


spoke rather well of the nation 
which imprisoned him. 

He called the United States 
“a pillar of justice" where, he 
said, the ‘general citizenry 
‘would probably agree that the 
four Americans should be jailed 
here for"a heinous crime." 

‘The controversial business- 
man whom Estrada once called 
a "corporate genius" made his 
views known in a hastily called 
press briefing at a restaurant in 
the Makati Shangri-La hotel. 

Upstairs in the same hotel, 
Jimenez was also holding a 
“business meeting," according 
toa media handler. 

Jimenez served a two-year 
prison term in the United States 
for tax evasion and making illegal 
campaign contributions to former 
US President Bill Clinton, He re- 
tumed to Manila two weeks ago. 

“I, who was then a sitting 
member of [the Philippine] 
Congress, waived my immuni- 
ty and surrendered to the US 
for peace to return to this coun- 
try (on the issue of my extradi- 
боп], he said in Filipino. 


Е HE MAY NOT BE THE IDEAL 
poster boy for Philippine 
sovereignty, but he's in there 
pitching. 

Fresh from doing time in a 
US prison, former Manila Rep. 
Mark Jimenez yesterday said 
Philippine sovereignty was “be- 
|. ing compromised by politics." 

He said this was why the 
four US Marines charged with 
raping a Filipino woman still 
managed to elude detention in 
local jail two months after the 
alleged rape. 

Jimenez, an exadviser of 
‘ousted President Joseph Estra- 
da, criticized Filipino officials 
for “lacking political will and 
love for fellow Filipinos.” 

He said not enough “pres- 
sure” was being applied on the 
US Embassy to tum over the 
servicemen. 

“How come there's no leader- 
ship speaking out for this case to 
be given internationally accept- 
ed justice?” he said in Filipino. 

Oddly however, Jimenez 


Controversy 

Olongapo reporters described Dilag as 
“friendly” 

By his own account, the man is no stranger to 
controversial cases in his more than 25 years of 
private practice after passing the bar in 1974. 

Dilag worked with Dean Antonio Coronel, 
the late law heavyweight, as head of the liti- 
gation team in the latter's law office. 

Because of his successful defense, strong- 
man Ferdinand Marcos’ widow Imelda was 
able to travel to Switzerland in an effort to ob- 
tain deposits of $356 million of alleged ill 
gotten wealth in at least five bank accounts. 
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Judge is no stranger to controversy 


Asked if he was pro-Mareos, he 
let out a loud laugh and replied: 
s 

Dilag managed to secure an ac- 
чийа! for ће first set of accused in 
the "Vizconde massacre" case in 
the 1990s, 

Suspected of being members ofa 
gang of cat burglars, the accused 
turned out to be fall guys, he said. 

Dilag also worked for the convic- 
tion of a Chinese-Filipino couple 
who threw a baby out a window. 

Tn the case of Maricris Sioson, а 
Filipino contract worker who died in 
Japan in 1991, he proved that there 
was no foul play in her death. 

Dilag said a Filipino promotions 
agency had hired him to defend the 
Japanese man accused of kiling 
Sioson. The man was acquitted af- 


OLONGAPO City 
Judge Renato Dilag, 
who will try the four 
American Marines оп 
rape charges, insists 
on local custody of 
theaccused. romero [being] extra careful about this." 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 4, 2006 


ter Dilag proved that Sioson had 
died of hepatitis. 


M Oddjobs 

Anative of Zambales, Dilag said 
he did odd jobs to support himself 
through college and law school. 

His court now handles an aver- 
age of 40 cases a month, or six cases, 
every Tuesday and Friday. 

Because the rape case against 
the US soldiers had landed in his 
court, “all other cases [here] will 
have to wait,” he said, adding: 

“Tm sure that the other cases 
will suffer” 

But Dilag said he would treat the 
case “as an ordinary rape case.” 

Nevertheless, "I know the rest of 
the world is watching,” he said. “Pm 


Judge to demand custody ... 


From page Al 

Olongapo prosecutor's office served subpoe- 
mas on the original six respondents for the 
preliminary investigation. 

Аз to what will happen afterward, “we can't 
speculate,” the official told the Inquirer. "That's 
something you will have to ask the US Embassy” 

‘The four Marines have been “detailed” with 
the Joint US Military Assistance Group in the 
US Embassy compound since their indictment. 


National interest 

In Manila, Justice Secretary Gonzalez said 
Malacañang would choose national interest over 
its relations with the United States, but only after 
all diplomatic means had been exhausted 

“There is no other way but to discuss this 
through the diplomatic process. Otherwise, what 
will you do? Declare war?" a wide-eyed Gonza- 
Jez said in an ambush interview at the Palace. 

Gonzalez admitted that the rape case had 
forced the government to grapple with the 
dilemma of meeting the public sentiment of 
getting custody of the Americans while main- 
taining smooth ties with Washington. 

But when the issue comes to a head, he 
said, “I will choose the interest of the Philip- 
pines. We have to see to it that national inter- 
estand national dignity are protected.” 

He insisted, however, that "it must first be done 
through diplomacy because you cannot abrogate 
[the УРА) without six months’ advance notice.” 

The case has ignited calls for the govern- 
ment to revoke or amend the treaty. 

But Gonzalez said: "There is a principle in in- 
ternational law which says that when you have 
a treaty you must comply with it. But when the. 
treaty has undergone certain processes that 
[make compliance] untenable for a party, that 
party can always withdraw from the treaty" 

Аз to the option to review the VFA, Gonza- 
lez said it would be "the call" of President. 
Macapagal-Arroyo. 

But until the treaty is revoked or the 
Supreme Court pronounces it unconstitution- 
al, the government has to adhere to its provi- 
sions, Gonzalez said. 


Motions for review 

Dilag said the filing of separate motions by 
the lawyers of Staff Sgt. Chad Brian Carpen- 
tier and Lance Corporals Daniel Smith, Keith 
Silkwood and Dominic Duplantis and their 
driver, Timoteo Soriano Jr, would not stop 
him from seeking custody. 

He said he had set the hearing of the mo- 
tions on Friday. 

The motions were filed in an effort to seek 
petitions for review of the Dec. 27 resolution 
before the Department of Justice, according 
to Carpentier’s lawyer Francisco Rodrigo. 

The resolution was issued by Olongapo 
Prosecutor Prudencio Jalandoni and Assistant 
Prosecutor Raymond Viray at the end of the 
preliminary investigation. 

The custody issue cropped up on Nov. 3 
when inquest investigators failed to take cus- 
tody of the Americans. 

US Embassy representatives took custody 
before the soldiers could board their ship, the 
USS Essex, for Okinawa, Japan. 

‘The soldiers, who had participated in а 
two-week military exercise in Luzon, were on 
а rest-and-recreation break at the time of the 
alleged rape. 


Case raffle 

Undersecretary Zosimo Paredes, executive 
director of the Presidential Commission on 
the VFA (VFACom), witnessed the raffle of the 
case to Dilag's court. 

Ata press briefing later with Dilag, Paredes. 
confirmed that it was the mandate of the VFA- 
Com “to see to it that the case will run its 
course without undue delay" 

But InguineR sources at the DOJ in Olon- 
gapo said there was a legal procedural error 
in the raffle. 

‘According to a source, who asked not to be 
named for fear of reprisal, Dilag should not have 
taken part in the raffle because he isa special fam- 
ily cour judge. (See related story on Page A1.) 

‘The source said the Family Courts Act of 
1997 of the Revised Rules of Court in the 
Philippines identified only 11 cases over 
which the family courts should have exclusive 
original jurisdiction. 

The 11 do not include rape cases that are 
not incestuous in character, or those with 
family members as victims and/or suspects. 

Another source, a lawyer, attested that Di: 
lag had never taken part in past raffles since 
his assignment in 2001 to the Regional Trial 
Court Branch 73, "a court of special jurisdic- 
tion designated by the Supreme Court to han- 
dle only family cases.” 

fhile the Revised Rules of Court are silent. 


оп prohibition, Supreme Court Administrative 
Order No. 104-96 of Oct. 21, 1996, explicitly 
states that executive judges of the [RTCS] shall 
exclude designated special courts from the raf- 
fle of other cases, criminal and civil, whenever 
in their [executive judge's] judgment the case 
load of these courts shall prevent them from 
conducting a daily trial of the special cases,” 
the lawyer said. 

But when asked if he was barred from han- 
dling the rape case by virtue of his being a 
special family court judge, Dilag said: "No." 


Defense 

‘The lawyers of the Americans and of Soriano 
are determined to stop the arrest of their clients. 

Yesterday, Smith’s lawyer Benjamin For- 
moso filed а motion for judicial determina- 
tion of probable cause. 

Rodrigo and John Coluso, lawyers for Car- 
pentier and for Silkwood and Duplantis, respec- 
tively filed motions to defer the proceedings. 

Jose Raulito Paras, lawyer for Soriano, 
filed three motions to quash the information 
of charges, judicial determination of probable 
cause and deferment of the issuance of war- 
rant of arrest. 

Paras said Soriano was “never accused of 
the commission of any offense in the com- 
plaint dated Nov. 3, 2005, and was neither the 
‘unidentified John Doe being referred to in the. 
same complaint.” 

"There being no complaint against him, no 
govemment agency or officer has the authority 
to summon and require him to submit а counter- 
affidavit to а non-existent charge, much less uni- 
laterally include him as a respondent in the pre- 
liminary investigation,” Paras said. 


Restrain them 

Cebu Rep. Antonio Cuenco, an administra- 
tion lawmaker, said Malacafiang should re- 
strain officials from issuing statements con- 
tradicting the Philippine stand that it should 
have custody of the four US Marines. 

Cuenco, chair of the House committee on 
foreign affairs, named Gonzalez, Paredes and 
Foreign Affairs Undersecretary Rafael Seguis as 
making “reckless and improper statements." 

He said these officials should “shut up and 
refrain from issuing any pronouncement that 
could be mistaken as lawyering for the Amer- 
icans and furthermore, one that may just de- 
rail the governments task in taking custody of 
the accused.” 

Cuenco suggested that Malacafiang ap- 
point Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye or 
Gabriel Claudio, the President's adviser on 
political affairs, as the government 
spokesperson on the case. 


Amend VFA 

On the other hand, Senate President Franklin. 
Drilon proposed that the government consider 
amending the VFA in view of the US silence on 
the Philippines’ "pending request” for custody 
of the soldiers. That request is dated Nov. 16. 

"I believe that this is an opportunity for the 
DFA and the Office of the President to take a. 
good look at the [treaty] in order to fine-tune 
and amend [it] given the situation we are in 
today,” he said at a briefing. 

Asked what provision should be amended, 
Drilon said: “The question of the automatic 
custody of the American authorities, even if 
the offense has nothing to do with the [sol- 
diers'] official duties." 

Sen. Richard Gordon said the United States 
should turn over the four accused to the juris- 
diction of the Philippines if it valued its long- 
standing relations with the latter. 

He said Washington's refusal to yield juris. 
diction was а sign of its "very limited respect” 
for Philippine laws. With reports from Gil C. 
Cabacungan Jr, TJ Burgonio, Philip C. 
Tubeza and Volt Contreras in Manila; Ans- 
bert Joaquin, PDI Central Luzon Desk 


Corrections 

YESTERDAY'S story on Page Al6—"Year of 
the Dog off to fiery start"—said that “Only 
two days into the New Year, dubbed as the 
Year of the Fire Dog in the Chinese calen- 
dar...” The Year of the Dog in the Chinese 
calendar starts on. Jan, 29, тогоп Jan. 1. 


Readers may send their requests for correc- 
tion of factual errors in writing fo the Day 
Desk, Philippine Daily Inquirer, PDI Building, 
Chino Roces Avenue corner Mascardo Street, 
Makati City, fax Nos, 897-47-93/94; email 
axldress:daydesk @inquirercom.ph 

‘Complaints about lack of fairness or objec: 
tivity may be sent to Lorna Kalaw Tirol, read- 
ers advocate, e-mail, address: readersadvo- 
fcate@inquirercom. ph or fax Nos. 897-47. 
93/94, Aun: Readers Advocate. Her phone 
number is 897-8808 Local 342. 
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A: 
DOJ files estafa raps vs Пиѕогіо lawyer over P67-M attorney's fees 


THE DEPARTMENT of 
Justice yesterday ог- 
dered the filing of 
estafa charges against 
a lawyer of the late 
Potenciano Ilusorio, а д 

crony of strongman N $, a 
Ferdinand Mares, af: ndis Gift for Corazon. 
terthelawyeralleged- $ E 4 |j A 
ly duped two of his DK i or 
law partners ОЁ А S 2 

P67.59 million in at- 
torney's fees. 

The DOJ order 
against Luis K. Lokin Jr. 
came barely a month 
after the Supreme 
Court ordered the 
lawyer suspended for 
three months for al- 
legedly double-crossing 
lusorio in the corpo- 
rate battle for control of 
‘millions of shares in 
Philippine Communi- 
cations Satellite Corp. 
(Philcomsat). 

A junior law partner, 
Salvador C. Hizon, was 
charged along with 
Lokin. 

Justice Secretary 
Raul Gonzalez, in a 
resolution denying the 
separate motions for 
reconsideration filed 
by Lokin and Hizon, 
said “there is probable 
cause to warrant the 
filing of an information 
for estafa [for] the de- 
liberate refusal of re- 
spondents to give com- 
plainants their share 
[of] attorney's fees of 
P33,793,916.68 each, 
which is a dear breach 
of relation of trust and 
confidence.” 

‘The case stemmed 
from an agreement be- 
tween Aerocom In- 
vestors & Managers 
Inc, and the law firm of 
Raval, Suplico and 
Lokin, which Aerocom. 
hired in February 1994 
tto recover the firm's se- 
questered shares, 
duding accrued cash 
dividends, in several 
AC pes 

In their joint affi- 
davit-complaint, De- 
maree J.B. Raval and 
Rolex Т  Suplico, 
Lolán's senior partners, 
said Aerocom commit- 
ted to pay the law firm. 
attorey's fees equiva- 
lent to 40 percent of 
any amount they umm y j 
might recover. Suplico з 
is also the congress- 
man of the fifth district 
ofllolo. Armand N. 
Nocum. 
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Japanese 
firm buying 
into PLDT 


THE GOOD NEWS 
seems to be pouring in 
early in 2006 for Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Ar- 
Toyo who revealed 
yesterday the plan of 
‘Japan's biggest mobile 
service provider, NTT 
DoCoMo, to pump 
$300 milion into 
Philippine Long Dis- 
tance Telephone Co. 
(PLDT). 

In a news program 
aired бот Май 
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PAF graft, unrest bared 


FrompageAl with savings, they asked me if ders receive the allowance, how to come out. Ihope there will be mand, he (Daqui) will be , "The СОРАР can always, say 
they could use the amount. Isaid much more the CGPAR” others who will come out. This is charged accordingly" "Why are you asking me this?” Ра 
of PAF Personne! Office in 2004 that if the purpose was good and Не said he did not know what the most opportune time consid- pk Thave the heart to ask him that?” 
went, h ifthe purpose was for the people, the additional allowance was for ering our politica situation, Relieved for no reason He has not heard of any case 
equi, wearing the blue um then Twas OK with i He Flores} "Ies not for liquidation. Its not in There must be change in the sys; Daquil said he was relieved on that has been resolved, Dy the 
Fm d PAR seemed nervous at said it was for the people soleon- the budget appropriation, Is not tem, not exactly the leadership,” Dec. 10 “for no reason.” He is so-called “grievance mechanism" 
first and admitted to reporters that curred,” Daquil said. in the payslip. CGPAF authorized it he said. now on floating status. in the Armed Forces, according to 
it was his first time to face the me- and it came from the PAF “I talked to the CG and he said Радий. 
dia x РМА Class of 1976 comptroller [signed areceiptbutit All accounted for it (Daqui's relief) was for my He said he had no intention of 

“i want to air my frustrations. А member of Philippine Mili- was only in a joumal," Daquil said. The PAF spokesperson told re- own good. He said the environ- making general "I don't want to 
Tm sick and шей of the malprac- tary Academy (PMA) Class of The average foot soldier fight- porters that the P30 million in mentis bad," he said. be a general because I will be 
tee. Lam по accusing the CGPAP 1976, Daqul said that after the ing in the frontlines receives а savings went to the DBM. "The Раа said Daquis sum powerful and I will be corrupt.” 
Ofeorruption.ljustwanthimtoex- Oakwood mutiny in 2003, he combat allowance of P240 a amount is all accounted for and ments were just sour grapes. He In a siemens the PAF said 
plain where the money (P30 mil- thought that unauthorized al- month. there are records.” was given the position as deputy Daquils allegation of favoritism 
lion) went. 1 have no idea where lowances for star officers would Asked what the amount was of the 2nd Tactical Operations in AFP promotions and designa- 
they used it,” the S4yearold beabolished. Coup used for, Padilla said he would Wing based in Mactan, But that tions was “unfounded as the com- 
Daduilsad ata press conference. He revealed that deputy wing Раси! also said that he was ap- have to consult PAF records for was not his choice. He wanted to mand strictly adheres to APY teg- 

Department of Budget regula- commanders like himself re- proached thrice by so-called the answer. become commander.” ulations on the promotion system 
tions require that “personnel зе. ceived only an additional al- “rebels” who invited him tojoina On the “illegal” allowances, „_ Daquil also said the bebe" and all designations poss through 
vices funds cannot be diverted о lowance of P8,500 a month. Чез coup, the last time in September. Padilla said there was no “irregu- (favoritism) system inthe PAP was а board of senior officers where 
any object class," he said, illegal. I'm receiving а Р8,500 ad- But he said that while he had larity.” still very much alive. “There are personal merit and performance 

Бас explained that the sav- ditional allowance, which I kept grievances, hestil wanted apeace- — "les part of the officers’ MOE officers who jump above more se; are the primary criteria 
ingecumne rom the salariesofsol. in a banke I cannot touch itand if ful avenue to air his grievances, (maintenance and operating ex- nior officers. To say thatthe Board адш is the fates in a пе of 
diers who either had gone AWOL the СОРАР will require me to те. "Yes, Twas approached by some penses), That goes to the mainte- of Senior Officers has a say sis теу officers who brought 
(absent without official leave), turnit by tomorrow can. rebel groups and I ignored them. nance of their offices like buying appointments is false. The СОРАР complaints about the military be- 
а or taken early retire. “Thopeall these concerned off- In fact, when I was approached offe paper and supplies. Some- is dictating who wil be posi fore Joumalists Wen were 
ment. cers wil be brave enough toadmit immediately told the СОРАР that times they (senior officers) rav. tioned, These were the same com- charged and detained. 

Daquil said Col. Alexander Flo- jt because telling the truth is the was being recruited by the rebels. el. As commanders, they go plaints ofthe Oakwood rebels” The 117,000-strong military 
ты af PAF logistics brought the опу way that we can implement Не said Just let them be and ig- places and meetpeople,"hesaid. On the chain of command, has been struggling with restive, 
papers to his office “and had me changes in the Armed Forces.” nore them.' That's it” Padilla warned that the Air Daquil said “you know there are ness and has a recent history of 
sign the concurrence (for the re- Pw a 'He said talking tothemediawas Force command would take ac- advantages and disadvantages to uprisings. It played key roles in 
lease)." Not for liquidation peaceful means toeffectchange, tion against Радић for making his the chain of command. Inthemil- the ouster of the dictator Ferdi- 

then Colonel Flores ap- Asked ifReyes couldalsobere-’ “If I join a coup, I might get statements. "For having given itary, when you say chain of com- nand Marcos in 1986 and Presi- 
proached me and said CG needed ceiving the same big allowance, killed. There are those who are those statements to the media mand you just follow the orders dent Jose Estrada in 2001 
Froney and I was the only one Daquil said: “If wing comman- disgruntled. They just don’t want and breaking the chain of com- and complain later. With a report from AP 


What’s cooking? Ramos, Drilon, Sotto meet in secret 


FrompageAl who stepped down on July 8, а reporter about his meeting with Senate President to talk about relaying the Ingumers request for 2007. He threatened to withdraw 
2005—called on Ms Arroyo to re- Ramos and Sotto. what we talked about." an interview to the former Presi- support from Ms Arroyo unless 
that they were forming analliance. sign that same day. Drüonwasbeingeyedas acing  Malacafiang dismissed the dent. she declared by New Year's Day 
arthey were ennt that ^ While she has survived the President” in а transiion govem- meeting as just an “innocuous Household staff sald it was that she was against the move, 
resolving the lingering political worst political crisis of her politi- ment by a multisectoral group that New Year's call.” simply Ramos’ way of saying “no Sotto also confirmed the meet- 
crisis, which continues to bedevil cal life, Ms Arroyo has yet to hur- would take over the Arroyoadmin- “We are not worried at all, comment.” ing in Makati City but did not 
the administration of President dle the tough task of putting to istration. Asked if Ramos made an Ramos is Lakas chair emeritus," ‘The former President’s decla- elaborate. 
Macapagal-Arroyo, was the focus rest questions of her legitimacy, enticing offer he said: "We ex- said presidental political adviser ration of support for Ms Arroyo in "Frank (Drilon) admitted it, so 
ofthe discussion. Spawned by allegations that she changed toasts overred wine” Gabriel Claudio. "А high level of July was regarded as a key factor I guess I can't deny it any longer” 
“Look, there's no denying that stole the presidency in 2004. Hé stopped short of divulging mutual respect, understanding that saved her administration hesaid. 
the three have shadows (of politi- Drilon yesterday admitted that the topic of the meeting. апа support exists between him from collapse amid mounting Asked about the agenda of the 
cal groups). There's something he met with Ramos and Sotto, a “It is better to ask President and the President.” calls for her resignation. meeting, or what they had 
cal SOUPS). n seidihesourcs fiend of detained President Ramos, Pm not free to divulgeit “We're in touch with him,” зай  Ramoshad proposed that the achieved, Sorto eid: Pm fot ot 
эшезып that Drilon represented Joseph Estrada's and ofthelateac- and I have no permission from Claudio, even though he and oth- Constitution be amended to pave Пелудо say atthis point. m not 
pressing hat Dalon repe ern tor Femando Poe J's, somewhere President Ramos to divulge what er Malacañang officials were the way fora shifttoparliamen- authorized to say what we talked 
Aquino, the Hyatt 10 and the Lib- private on Jan. 2, but declined to we talked about,” Drilon said. caught flatfooted by the meeting. tary system, about, or whether we agreed on 
ао whleRamoswasiden divulge theagenda ofthe meeting. “Out of respect for President Ramos refused to talk to the Ви two weeks ago, Ramos re- something” 
tified with Ms Arroyo, or at least “I confirm that former Senator Ramos,Idonotwant tomekeany media about the meeting. jected as а “monumental blun- Не said what was clear was 
the ruling Lakas-CMD party. Sotto, formerPresidentFidel Ramos comment in fairness to him. Heis “Masakit daw ang ngipin (Не der’ a proposal by the Mala- that “we agreed not to talk about 
Aquino, Drilon, the Hyatt and I exchanged New Year pleas- a senior statesman ofourcountry has a toothache), Ed Malay, cafiang-constituted Consultative itin publicjust yet.” With a re- 
10—a group of Cabinet officials anties,” Drilon said when asked by and it is not appropriate for the Ramos spokesperson, ‘said after Commission to scrap elections in port from Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


Crime rate down—DILG; victims don't complain—poll 


From page Al ipinos to report crimes against many victims did not bother tore- driver's license, he told police. A report on crime incidence ment Group killed in the Ortigas 
them. port the crimes. TannaganusedtoheadtheAn- compiledbytheDILGandtheNa- area in Pasig City three scions of 
chief of Quezon City’s anti-car- A survey said eight of every 10 Тһе survey of 1,200 people car unit ofthe Quezon City Police tional Ant-Crime ‘Task Force well-to-do families allegedly in- 
Gapping (Ancar) unit, taking people inthe country failed tore- hada margin of error of plus or District (QCPD) until he was re- showed the number of car thefts volved in carjacking. 
his belongings, including his port crimes committed against minus 3 percentage points. lieved late last year for anunspec- nationwide decreased 34 per- “These figures point to one 
gun. them. Supt. Ceasar Tannagan, 38, ified reason. cent, with only 945 cases report- thing: The police, with the strong 
ine theft came as the Depart- Of the 180 people who said told the police he was having His term had been marked by ed in January-November last year backing of the community, are 
тее came as he Герат. they had been vicemized in re- lunch with a friend between 1 an increase in car thefts in the compared with 1,440 during the slowly winning the war against 
ernment reported declines in cas- cent months, 82 percent aid they p.m. and 1:30 p.m. when uniden- city especially of cars being taken same period in 2004. criminality, toward making our 
CUTE eR. bank helst, high: did not report the crime to au- tified men broke one of his car's from their ownersat gunpoint, or For that period in 2005, 450 acm, and streets peaceful and 
way robbery, hijacking, street thorities,Pulse Asia said. windows. "carjackings." stolen vehicles were recovered, crime-free,” Interior Secretary 
‘rime and illegal gambling from It found that 15 percent had Не had parked his Toyota — Tannagam, however, remains a five car theft syndicates were Angelo Reyes said. 
Sanuary to November of 2005 been victims ofcrime, and that 54 Corolla in front of 156 Magin- member of the cin's task force neutralized, 136 people were ar- Reyes had been assigned by 
‘compared to the same period in percent of those said they had hawa St. in Quezon City, hesaid. against саг theft headed by Se- rested and 99 car theft cases were President Macapagal-Arroyo. to 
2004. Peen victims of a burglary, by far The thieves took Tannagan's nior Supt. Samuel Pagdilao Jr, filed in court. lead the National Anti-Crime 
‘The declines could be attribut- the most widespread crime. personal firearm, a .45-cal. pistol, according to QCPD director Chief It was also the same year that Task Force (Nactaf). With are- 
ed to the unwillingness of Fil The survey did not say why so his ATM and credit cards and Supt. Nicasio Radovan Jr. members of the Traffic Manage- port from AFP 


Pork barrel: Pigging out 


Frompage Al 13, accompanied by an illustra- tional source of pork. Leader Ronaldo Zamora and Various congressmen de- expressing outrage against the 
tion of a roasted pig. The Ingumer series was Makati Rep. Joker Arroyo, forex- manded an investigation to find pork barrel and promising sup- 
were the result of a meeting that sparked by a July 22, 1996 story ample, got P103 million and out who leaked the list to the In- port for the paper. 
month between a member of the The great revolt in which the chair of the Presi- P38.1 million, respectively. QUiRER. 
House of Representatives and Тһе drawing showed which dential Commission Against The then Deputy Speaker Her- Congressmen suspected Sen. House retreats 
Ноцае шаша The mest. choice portions ofthe pig went to Graft and Corruption, Eufemio nando Perez said he could not ac- Edgardo Angara of leaking the | Children зет. their savings to 
ing ata nightspotin Quezon Ciy a congressman, a senator, the Domingo, denounced’ what he cept that the late Rep, Rolando list Sen. Emesto Maceda deliv help the Inquirer defray the cost 
Wis largely а social occasion head of the pre-qualifiation bid- called the “criminal waste of Andaya, who headed the appro- ered а privilege speech Blaming of fighting a libel suit, and people 
mong Ый friends wanting to ding and awards committee, and hard-earned money by Congress priations committee, got P3:6 bil- the “ignorant media” for the Че. S leads for stories, documents 
catch upon one another'slives. the resident local auditor. through pork barrel appropria- lion. molition job versus the entire and pictures of cases of pork bar- 
When the conversation The publication of the list tions amounting to P20 billion А Congress." rel misuse. 
turned to the subject of the would spark what could be called over the past eight years.” Pork even for relatives ‘The Inguier decided to come Rather than be cowed, the In- 
Turned Oe ational budget "the great pork barrel revolt” of The issue would have died Perez, who was allocated P76 out with a story on the source of guien went On to publish the en- 
that pertained to the pet pro- 1996 in Congress as legislators down as such stories are wont to. million, said the fact chat others фе list. Tt turned out to be a De- tire CIA list, starting on Aug. 15. 
jects of lawmakers, that is, the realized that not all congressmen Тһе issue of pork barrel irregular- got P100 million “makes me look partment of Budget and Manage- ‘Amid the public outrage, the 
Pork barrel, the congressman and senators were created ities werenothingnew, afterall. like an idiot” ent official who was soexasper- House dropped its plan to sue the 
poss quite happy to disclose the еди зоте got a bigger slice of But then the unnamed con- ойо Аер, Raul Gonzalez поь ated with the floods in his ата ГОНЕ 
money trail the pork than others. gressman decided to spill the ed that some of the contractors that he gave the list to the Ingum- Did rhe kickbacks stop becouse 
“Making hold of a paper nap- ‘The pork barrelisa “hallowed” beans and furnish the Inguman for projects funded with pork bar- prs congressman source in the of the Inquinen series? Most likely, 
Е о о а араат. tradition in the history ofthe leg- with the list ofthe kickback bene- rel were relatives of congressmen hope that it would result in а ited not 
tinue to remain unnamed, illus- islature in the country, dating ficiaries. ог officals of the Department of тоге equitablesharing of the CIA But the series has led to re- 
trated exactly how much, in the back to the establishment of Public Works and Highways. and free up funds for flood miti- forms in the pork barrel system. 
form of “standard” amounts, the Congress itself, It is an accepted Worse than hell’s fury Others revealed that 23 construc- gation and control. 
members of Congress and other way by which legislators can be And the resulting ruckus in tion firms were owned by House e s No more basketball courts 
officials got from government given access to public funds that Congress stirred some members of members or their close relatives. PI-B libel suit 1n 2001, the DBM started post- 
projects funded with the pork they can distribute as largesse to the public into going to the INQUIR- The House was in crisis. De ‘With the public pressure, the ing on its website the list of pork 
barrel. their constituents. Жуй their own stories ofirregu- Venecia suspended the session DBM would confirm that the list barrel projects that congressmen 
ПЕ said the kickbacks were The customary pork was larties in the implementation of one afternoon to prevent a free- was authentic. and senators had identified for 
"SOP"—standard operating known as the Countrywide De- the pork barrel-funded projects. forall. In mid-August, De Venecia de- funding. It also issued а memo- 
practice—-among legislators velopment Fund (CDF) in the Hell hath no fury than a legis- The Speaker then called a саш. clared that the House would filea randum circular disallowing pro- 
фла rangod fron a lower 19 per. budget Each senator was allocat- lator denied his pork barrel. Un- cus where he promised to resolve PI-billion libel suit against the In- jora like basketball courts and 
cent to a high of 52 percent of ed P18 million and each con- happy about the share that they the matter by giving the rebel- quiner. ‘waiting sheds. 
the cost of each project, which gressman P12.5 million. gor congressmen began turning lious representatives more pork, Gonzalez upped the ante by „ During the 12th Congress in 
could be anything from dredg- a on each other. averting a threat to declare ай announcing that the House 2001, the pork barrel was re- 
ing, rip rapping, asphalting, Apigby any other name... Several took to the House floor House positions vacant. would have the Inquirer offices named the Priority Development 
concreting and construction of During the administration of or went on radio to denounce the "padlocked" on the grounds that Assistance Fund, which was limit- 
school buildings. President Fidel Ramos, the pork unfair allocations. Loyal adminis- Who was Deep Throat? its series on the pork barrel was ed to funding “hard projects" like 
"The other major sources of barrel system was expanded with tration congressmen felt insulted Speculation on the source of seditious. roads, bridges, hospitals and day 
крг, едеп! бей were the Congressional Initiative Allo- that their P21 millon inCIA paled the inguman kickbacks listwasso The thrents boomeranged оп core сетот, and "soft projects" 
public funds intended for cation (CIA), under which funds in comparison withthe allocations intense that on Aug. 12, two con Congress Church people, local like support for the Department 
medicines and textbooks, cation (CIA) dele budgets of for the most vociferous critics of gressmen from Samar fought on government | organizations, of Social Welfare and Develop. 
ан буз гор һе ше ofthe government departments for pro- President Ramos and House the House floor, one of them ас. school officials, children and пе m and procurement of seeds, 
money trail became the banner jects in which legislators would Speaker Jose de Venecia Jr, cusing the other of being the dia groups flooded the Inouimen Some legislators completely 
Story of the Inguma issue of Aug. have a say, giving them an addi- — The list showed that Minority source of the Inqumen story with calls, fax messages and mail, gave up their pork barrel, 
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Police colonel denies hand in Gingoyon murder 


By Luige A. del Puerto 


INVOKING GOD AND AT TIMES RAISING 
his voice to emphasize a point, a senior po- 
lice officer whose name had cropped up in 
the investigation into the killing of Judge 
Henrick Gingoyon yesterday swore he had 
nothing to do with the murder. 

While admitting he had had past dis- 
putes with Gingoyon, Senior Supt. 
‘Manuel Barcena said his battles with the 
judge were confined to the courtroom. 

The battles were never personal, he 
said, although Barcena admitted his le- 
gal troubles affected his career and 
caused him to be investigated for dis- 


honesty by his own organization. 

Barcena said he could never think of 
having the judge killed, especially now 
that the Supreme Court had decided in 
his favor and he had just been recently 
promoted to senior superintendent. 

“My previous disputes with Judge 
Gingoyon were purely legal in nature 
and entirely related to the performance 
of my duties as a police officer,” Barce- 
na said. 

The officer’ tiffs with the slain judge 
stemmed from a drug case in 1998, 
‘when he was head of the National Capi- 
tal Region Police Office-Drug Enforce- 
ment Unit. His team arrested two men 


in a buy-bust operation and seized two 
cars from them. 

The police filed а case against the 
suspects. Judge Gingoyon tried the 
case. The suspects were acquitted. 

Egged on by Barcena, the prosecu- 
tor’ office appealed the case. 

‘The Supreme Court later ruled that 
Gingoyon had erred in “giving due 
course to the prosecution's notice of ap- 
peal.” 

"The prosecution cannot appeal as it 
‘would place the accused in double jeop- 
ardy" the SC said. 

Asa result of the case's dismissal, the 
national police investigated Barcena for 


dishonesty. He was placed on floating 
status for several months. The dishon- 
esty case was later dismissed, he said. 

Barcena and the judge had had other 
encounters. 

In March 12, 2002, Gingoyon's house 
was shot at by assailants in a maroon 
car. The judge blamed Barcena, and in 
his affidavit stated that Barcena was 
“the only person whom I could say had 
a grudge against me." 

Yesterday, Barcena maintained that 
the supposed affidavit was unsigried, 
and added that the National Bureau of 
Investigation had already cleared him 
of involvement in the case. 


9 suspects held but no brains yet 


From page Al 

Lomibao, police said they had also ar- 
rested a certain Danny and a certain 
Hadji, who supposedly handed over 
P150,000 to Cruer as payment for 
killing Gingoyon, who was gunned 
down near his home in Bacoor, Cavite, 
at around noon last Saturday. 

Police declined to present the sus- 
pects to the media pending the filing 
of charges against them. 

But Chief Supt. Jesus Verzosa, Cal- 
abarzon police director, maintained 
that Ignacio and Arciaga “were just 
invited for questioning.” 

Of the seven, he said only Cruer, 
Baclor, Rabino and Samonte “had di- 
rect participation in the killing.” 

Some of the suspects acted as lookouts, 
hesaid. 

Lomibao said investigators were 
not considering the case as solved. 

“As of now, this is the strongest lead 
that we are pursuing although we are 
not discounting other leads ... We 
‘cannot say that this case is solved as 
of yet,” Lomibao said. 


Tip from informants 

Verzosa said the arrests were 
prompted by information that the 
killing was carried out by members of 
acrime group based in Cavite. 

He said the group was involved in 
kidnap-forransom, robbery and 
gun-for-hire activities. 

‘Acting on the tip, six teams fanned out 
ina series of operations, which started on. 
Monday night and ended early Tuesday. 

Verzosa said that after witnesses 
named Cruer as the gunman, police 
swooped down on the house of the 
suspect in Greenvalley Subdivision in 
Barangay Molino and arrested him at 


around 8 p.m. 

Cruer allegedly identified his cohorts 
in two other subdivisions in Molino. 
‘The last to be arrested was Baclor, from 
his house also in Greenvalley. 


Where murder was plotted 

Verzosa said it was in Baclors 
house where the group allegedly met 
and planned the ambush-slaying of 
Gingoyon. 

Lomibao said police had yet to as- 
certain the motive for the killing of 
Gingoyon. 

“We cannot say what the motive 
was unless we talk with the men who 
handed Cruer the money. It is only 
they who can (tell us who wanted 
Gingoyon killed)," he said. 

Asked if Senior Supt. Manuel 
Barcena, who had been involved in 
legal disputes with the judge, was al- 
ready off the hook, Lomibao said: 
“We are not discounting other angles 
in the case. I have asked (the investi- 
gators) to invite (Barcena).” 

Relatives of the suspects assailed 
the police for the supposed illegal ar- 
rests of their loved ones. 

“They said they would only invite 
my brother. Now they are accusing 
him of killing. My brother knows 
nothing about it. He is not a bad 
man,” cried Rosemarie Baclor. 

А hysterical Jessie Rabino, 42, said 
her husband was framed by their neigh- 
bors who were police informants. 

She said the neighbors were just 
envious of their business. 

‘But Verzosa said police were firm that. 

‘they had arrested the right persons. 

“We are 90 percent sure that these 
men were involved in the killing be- 
cause we have witnesses who saw 


them,” he said. "We will just file the 
case and they will have their chance 
to prove us wrong in court." 

When asked about the allegations 
that the suspects were fall guys, Ver- 
това replied, “It is a normal reaction 
of the relatives of criminals.” 

Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez 
said one of the suspects “has already 
confessed his participation.” 


Wider conspiracy 

He said authorities were looking at 
a “wider conspiracy” involving a po- 
lice officer whom he did not name. 

“Things are pointing to an incident 
in 2002 where the judge had figured in 
an altercation with а police official 
which was also followed by a strafing of 
the house of the judge,” Gonzalez said. 
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Gonzalez said one of those in cus- 


коду, who had acted as a lookout, had | 
been identified "as the one who con- 
tacted and contracted the others for 
the mission to kill the judge." 
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Top ‘Pook’ awards go to Bohol, Or. Negros 


From page Al 


Bohol Gov. Erico B. Aumentado told the In- 
‘quinen that these programs succeeded be- 


cause of the support of the people. 


In the coastal management program, for 
instance, Aumentado said fishermen who 
used to hunt dolphins and whales and were 
engaged in illegal fishing were called to meet- 
ings where they were informed that they 
needed to keep the marine resources alive to 


tributing 9.7 percent to the total 
vegetable area. Malnutrition de- 
creased to 23 percent in 2005, 
down from 39 percent in 2002 and 
27 percent in 2003. 

"It is a very simple and cheap 
program that's simply going back 
to the basics," Arnaiz said in an 
interview, "We used to garden 
when we were young, but we for- 
got about it.” 


a dying activity, but also in- 
creased the income of schools 
since they could sell excess veg- 
erables raised in their gardens. 
“The spillover effect has been 
very good because the children 
also plant vegetables in their 
homes," he said. "And when you 
visit schools all over the province, 
you will see vegetables they are 
proud to have raised themselves 


г 
1. STRATEGIC PLANNING 


uan 7 25 2% 

+ PERSONALITY DEVELOPMENT 
mum, Ч. AME. 

[` SASIC PURCHASING андомат 


| MANAGERS AND SUPERVISORS 


fous ШЕ Wei арры ВРІ | 


etsy 17.206 Ру IDPM-RÓOPM | 


500PM-830PM | 
чорм-вюрм | 


TOY 3 Тек ecoru-asoeul 


Sco C0500 
asy 21,205 басу 1OOP-S00PM | 


EDA Training Programs are accredited Бу || 
CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION | 


EDA Coves е о arate on | 


Pasa ROYALE 


Personally experience which 
of our English proficiency 
courses is best for you. 


Join our 


LÀ 


SAMPLE 


January 11 - Wed 
January 12 - Thu 
January 13 - Fri 


SP-Espafia 
SP-Taft 
JANUARY - FEBRUARY 


MARCH 
PROGRAM 2006 


Classes begin on 
January 16, 17 & 21, 2006 
Our Top Graduates 
Become Speech Teachers & 
Calf Center Trainers. 


|ww.w.speechpower.ph 
[Жоо 9110832 9110833 110834 
[Sire España 7357256 7357262 7357312 


Tal. 


Stronger. 


«Моге heavy duty at 
you longer than fake China 


+ Capacity : 1 


1575 E Riv 


E-mail infogdorlerton com 


Taft 5213601 5255310 


Don't waste money on fake’ '| 


hand trucks that rust & break 


се body and even 
ter paint 

wil ast 
ide hund trucks 
ор to 400 kgs. 


"Buy only tne 
original hand 
truck brand 


‘St. (Neer Damar Vilage) Quezon City 
‘362-1111, 361-6006 Fax No. 362.0524 
wo doxtrton com 


New Year 


New Home 


ensure their income in the future. 

"Now, they are the guardians of the marine 
resources. From hunters, they have become 
the protectors," Aumentado said 

Coastal management ties in with Bohol's 
massive eco-tourism campaign, which has re 
sulted in a dramatic increase in tourist arrivals 
from 95,420 in 2001 to over 313,585 in 2004. 

"We are now working on building more 
rooms and improving our tourism facilities, 
such as restaurants and transportation,” he said. 
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No longer the poorest 

According to Aumentado, Bohol is no 
longer one of the 20 poorest provinces in the 
Philippines because of these programs. It is 
now ranked 41st out of 79 provinces, and the 
people plan to further improve Bohol's rank- 
ing this year. 

He attributed Bohol's increasing prosperity 
to the collaboration between the local gov- 
ernment, the military and the people. 

"We also have to thank the One above who 
continues to help Bohol,” Aumentado said, “It 
helps that we have always been a prayerful, 
conservative people.” - TU ^ 
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Growing vegetables 

Oriental Negros Gov. George Р Arnaiz, оп 
the other hand, was particularly proud of the 
Gulayan at Palaisdaan Alay sa Kabataan (Veg- 
etable Farm and Fish Pond) program, chosen 
as one of the top 10 outstanding local govern- 
ment programs for 2005. 

‘The program was conceived in 2002 out of 
the need to improve nutrition among grade 
school children. 

What better way to improve their health, 
he said, than to eat vegetables the kids raised 
themselves. 

The children were given garden tools, fer- 
tilizers and vegetable seeds to be planted in 
unused lots in their schools. The local govern- 
ment also spent P2 million in the first year of 
the program training over 700 teachers all 
‘over the province in gardening. 
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“MOSCOW—RUSSIA WAS ATTEMPTING TO RE- 
store normal supplies of natural gas to European na- 
tions on Tuesday, but its politically-charged gas 
price row with Ukraine showed no signs of abating. 


Several European nations felt 
"the chilling effects Monday of 
Xiev's gas price row with Moscow 
‘which has turned off its natural 
gas supply to Ukraine, through 
‘which Russian gas also transits on 
its way to Europe. 
a With key importers such as Ger- 
талу and France reporting a drop 
in supplies, Russian energy giant 
X Gazprom promised to increase ex- 
Ўропз westward to make up the 
зар. 
"We have taken all necessary 


measures to supply Europe with 
gas according to contracts," 
Gazprom’ deputy chair Alexander 
Medvedev was quoted as saying 
by Russian news agencies. 

“Ву tomorrow evening full sup- 
ply to Europe in accordance with 
these contracts will be restored," 
he added. 

Gazprom said it would raise 
supplies in its export pipeline by 
95 million cubic meters a day in 
order to make up for Ukraine 
"stealing" the natural gas bound 


for European countries further 
downstream. 

Late Monday, Austria and Hun- 
gary separately reported that gas 
pressure had returned to normal 
levels on pipelines running from 
Ukraine. 

‘Austrian Economic Minister 
Martin Bartenstein expressed sat- 
isfaction that Russian Gazprom 
had kept it promise to restore the 
supply. 

Ukrainian President Viktor 
Yushchenko met Monday with am- 
bassadors of the European Union, 
Japan and the United States to dis- 
‘cuss the crisis and said Kiev would 
call for international experts and 
arbitration in the price dispute. 

EU energy officials will hold а 


special meeting on Wednesday to 
discuss supplies. 

Europe imports a quarter of its 
natural gas from Russia, with 90 
percent of those supplies delivered 
via Ukraine. 

The crisis has raised questions 
among Westem officials and 
‘Moscow analysts about Europe's 
dependence on Russian imports, 
as well as about Russia's policies as 
it takes the helm of the G-8 group 
of leading industrialized nations in 
2006. 

Hungary had earlier noted a 40 
percent drop in Russian gas, 
Poland almost as much and Aus- 
tria 30 percent. Slovakia, Roma- 
nia, Croatia also reported reduc- 
tions. 


In western Europe, Italy saw 
Russian supplies drop 24 percent 
and France—which gets 21 per- 
cent ofits gas from Moscow—a fall 
0f25-30 percent. , 

Germany, Europe's biggest gas 
importer, also noted disruptions, 
although Economy Minister 
Michael Glos said there was no im- 
mediate cause for concer for the 
17 million German households 
that use gas heating. 

Britain which has it own, albeit 
dwindling, gas supplies, does not 
rely heavily on Russian gas im- 
ports. 

The row erupted when 
Gazprom, which controls a third of 
global natural gas reserves, de- 
manded an immediate rise in Sovi- 
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Russia restores gas flow to Europe 


etera gas tariffs to Ukraine. 

It wants to raise the price to 
Ukraine from $50 to $230 per 
1,000 cubic meters, bringing it 
closer into line with market prices, 

Supplies were cut Sunday after 
Kiev rejected the price hike. 

Ukrainian Energy Minister Ivan 
Plachkov denied Russian allega- 
tions that Ukraine was siphoning 
off gas to ease its energy needs but 
warned it would be forced to do so 
if temperatures plunged below 
freezing. 

As its 48 million people braced 
for shortages, Ukraine accused 
Moscow of seeking to destabilize 
its economy, which depends on 
Russia for about a third of its natu- 
ral gas import needs. АЕР 


"WASHINGTON—JAILED FORMER IRAQI 
idictator Saddam Hussein told two of his 


lawyers that if he is sentenced to death for 
fiwar crimes, he would rather die by firing 
Zsquad than by hanging, The Washington 
imes said Tuesday. 

Ў "dortvalue this Ме that much. Every human. 
‘being has his time to go," lawyer Issam Ghazzawi 
said Saddam told him when they met in a base- 
fient ofa Baghdad courthouse on Dec. 7 during a 
Sbreakin his cial. 
7. Ghazzzwisaid he and former US attorney gen- 
veral Ramsey Clark raised the possibility that the 
former dictator might be sentenced to death if 
Zeonviered of war crimes. 

“Тат the commander in chief... 1 prefer it to be 
by firing squad,” Saddam answered, according to 


the lawyer, adding that 
it was “the right way" 
to execute a military 
leader. 
The ousted Iraqi 
ruler, whois blamed for 
the deaths of hundreds. 
of thousands of people 
during his 25-year 
regime but is currently 
facing charges of order- 
ing the 1982 massacre 
of 140 people, said he 
was innocent of the 
charges but pessimistic about his future. 
“OF course Tm not guilty, but | know they want 
me dead,” Saddam said. “Threatening me with 


‘Saddam prefers to die by firing squad 


death doesn’t mean anything,” he told the two 
lawyers. "I dont care less. The Ме of any one Iraqi 
is no less valuable than mine.” During his five- 
hour meeting with Ghazzawi and Clark, Saddam 
also praised the insurgency, saying it had prevent- 
ed US attempts to “formulate a new world.” "They 
tried in Iraq and failed badly, so by standing 
against (US President George W) Bush we are 
protecting other countries and regions of the 
word. Now the US will think a thousand times 
before daring to attack another country" he said, 
according to Ghazzawi. 

‘Saddam also predicted that US occupation of 
Iraq would not last much longer 

"The Iraqi people are patriotic; they cannot ac- 
cept foreign rule. Any aggression will be resisted 
totheend. AFP 


RESCUE workers try find people: 
rink in Bad Reichenhall, southern Germany, Tuesday, Jan. 3. ” 


German skating rink 
collapses, 15 feared dead 


BAD REICHENHALL, GERMANY 
—Up to 15 people, including chil- 
dren, were killed or feared dead 
after the roof of a skating rink in 
southern Germany collapsed in 
heavy snow, police and officials 
said on Tuesday. 

‘Schools in the region were on 
holiday and many children and 
their parents were inside the build- 
ing in the Bavarian town of Bad Re- 
ichenhall, by the Austrian border, 
when the roof, weighed down by 
masses of snow, fell in on Monday. 

Rescuers worked through the 
night, lifting away half of the col- 
lapsed structure. By early morning 
they had identified the bodies of 
mine people-a woman, two 
teenagers and six children aged be- 
tween nine and 12. 

Hubertus Andrae, police direc- 
tor of the nearby town of Traun- 
stein, told a news conference that 
six additional people were known 


that another three were believed to 
be missing. 

Relatives faced an agonizing 
wait as rescuers with sniffer dogs 
and heavy cranes worked in bitter 
cold through the night to clear 
masses of snow and debris but 
there were few signs of life coming 
from under the piles of rubble. 

Police denied reports of knock- 
ing coming from under the col- 
lapsed roof. 

"Ies unfortunately deathly quiet 
in the hall," a spokesperson said. 

Officials said around 50 people 
were thought to have been in the 
sports complex when the roof col- 
lapsed. Around 30 were injured 
and several others escaped from 
the collapse unscathed. 

Relatives of the vietims and 
missing were receiving counseling 
ina makeshift tent set up in front of 
the rink. Some were being taken 
around by police in small groups to 
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WoRLDBRIEFS 
Flash floods kill 57 in Indone 


PANTI, Indonesia—Rescuers struggled to reach stranded villagers and re- 
covered dozens more corpses on Tuesday as the death toll from flash flood- 
ing in central Indonesia reached 57, officials said. A group of crying sur- 
vivors carried a dead baby wrapped in a blanket to a temporary clinic, and 
police hauled injured survivors on stretchers from destroyed villages in 
Jember district on the east of Java island, witnesses sald. The local govern- 
‘ment scrambled to provide food, shelter and medicine to more than 5,400 
people made homeless by the flooding, which was triggered by heavy week- 
‘end rains that sent mud, water and fogs crashing into villages, destroying 
hundreds of buildings early Monday. Survivors were staying in schools, 
mosques and government buildings. 


Israel's Likud ministers to quit gov't 

TEL AVIV—Cabinet ministers from Israel's rightist Likud party will resign 
from Prime Minister Ariel Sharon's cabinet this Sunday, party leader Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu said on Tuesday. Netanyahu had pushed for the resigna- 
tions of the four ministers so that the party could focus on campaigning for 
a March 28 election. Likud has been lagging in polls since Sharon quit to 
form а new centrist party, Kadima. The departure of the ministers is likely to 
have little impact for Sharon. Reuters 


13 West Virginia miners trapped 

CHARLESTON, West Virginia—Rescuers mounted a massive effort on 
Monday to reach 13 miners trapped just under two miles inside a West Vir 
ninia coal mine after an early morning explosion. The men became trapped 
inside the Sago mine in central West Virginia, about 160 km from 
Charleston, after ап unexplained blast about 6:30 a.m. (1130 GMT) and res- 
cue efforts have been hampered by high gas concentrations outside the. 
mine. There had been no communication with the miners since. After venti- 
lation fans dissipated the unidentified gas outside the mine, two teams of 
rescuers began advancing through the shaft to reach the men 114 meters 
below ground. Reuters 


view the hall. Reuters 
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wants to quiz Arden eere inicr cie le p ое 
Syrian president 


BEIRUT—THE UN INQUIRY sion." The request for an interview 
probing the murder of former presents Assad with yet another del- 
Lebanese premier Rafiq Hariri icate choice—whether to risk losing 
demanded Monday to interview face by being interrogated by UN in- 
Syrian president Bashar al-Assad  vestigators or take a stand and see 
afer a former deputy implicated his county slip into international 
his regime in the assassination. isolation. 

An inquiry spokesperson said UN ^ — Khaddam quoted Assad as telling 
investigators were also looking to Hariri during a meeting in Damas- 
talk to Foreign Minister Faruq Shara сиз: “I will destroy anyone who tries 
эв well as former vice president Ab- to hinder our decisions." "We must 
del Halim Khaddam, who made the await the results ofthe investigation, 
explosive allegations after fleeing in- Би no Syrian security service could 
toexle in Pars, take such a decision unilaterally” 

“We asked to interview Assad, added Khaddam, long the architect 
Shara and others, We are awaiting of Syria's military and political dom- 
ап answer (from the Syrian authori- ination of neighboring Lebanon. 
Hes)" said inquiry spokesperson According to the An-Nahar daily 
Nasrat Hassan. Khaddams declarations were "iden- 

She added that the commission tical to the commission's conclu- 
wanted to meet Khaddam “as soon sions" Simon Karam, a former 
as possible” afterhis comments inan Lebanese ambassador to ће United 
interdew with Al-Arabiya television States, told AFP that Khaddamis 
inwhich he accused Assad ofthreat- comments had given the inquiry а 
ening Hariri just months before his push forward at a time when its 
murder. pace was stumbling due to Syria's 

"This is the immediate effect of “manipulations.” Harir’s son and 
Khaddam's bombshell as he was a political heir Saad hailed Khaddam's 
pillar of the Syrian regime,” said comments as "historic testimony.” 
Lebanese political scientist Joseph  Khaddam was slung out of the rul- 
Bahout, "Mr Assad will find it diff- ing Baath party for making the com- 
cult to refuse receiving the commis- ments. AFP 


Samsung develops fastest 
downloading cellphone 


SEOUL—SOUTH KOREAS SAM- the company said. 
sung Electronics Co. said Tuesday “Samsung is proud to showcase 
it had developed what it claimsto HSDPA as the future of mobile 
be the world’s fastest н = broadband,” said Kitae 
multimedia-download- ZU Lee, president of Sam- 
ing mobile handset. | . 5 sungs Telecommunica- 
The phone, equipped j. з B tions Network Busi- 
with an MSM6280 chip |; mes. The mobile, 
from the Qualcomm of | > equipped with Qual- 
the United States, en- comms Mobile Station 
ables users to download Modem, is a product of 
music or other multi- ^. ? ‘2! strategic collaboration 
media. content at a 5 = between Samsung and 
speed of 3.6 megabits "ry 3 the US company. 
per second, or approxi The new handset 
mately 10 MP3 music & 3 33 marks "an exceptional- 
files minute. E | ly important milestone 
The mobile using in driving the commer- 
“high-speed downlink packet cilization and deployment of this E 
access (HSDPA) technology" technology worldwide,” said Dr. re ir it 
access ed at the Consumer Sanjay К Jha, president of QUAL- | gsm > duis i good hence Wi) 
Шестошев Show in Las Vegas, COMM CDMATechnologes. AFP | Wemearehasesteriinserss бро Bort raind erani eut ISZIVIETROBANIC 
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begins Tuesday for 875 ч ET Selphy Digital Photo Developer. 
only the second З 2 

Palestinian — parlia- 
mentary election, 
with factions staging 
launch rallies despite 
major question. 
marks hanging over 
whether the vote will 
take place. 

The Fatah move- 
ment, which has gov- 
ered the Palestinian 
Authority over the 
past decade, will try to 
put behind it all inter- 
mal divisions at the 
launch of their cam- 
paign by the tomb of 
the late patriarch Yass- а T n e E Specia as ot s jour compi phones. or CDs. 
er Arafat in Ramallah. £ 

While Palestinian 
Authority president 
Mahmud Abbas is on 
a tour of the Gulf 
states, deputy prime 
minister and Fatah 
campaign manager 
Nabil Shaath is ex- 
pected to address sup- 
porters and many of 
the party's candidates 
running for office on. 
Jan. 25, before hold- 
ing a 1 pm. (1100 
GMT) press confer- 
ence. 

While Fatah will 
kick off its campaign 
їп the West Bank, its 
chief rivals from 
Hamas will stage their 
own launch in their 
Gaza Strip 
stronghold. 

Ізтай Haniya, 
who tops the Is- 
lamists' list of candi- 
dates, is expected to 
address supporters 
outside the home of 
the movement's late ` ^ — " " " 
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Different tunes 


IHE MOST RECENT EXAMPLE OF THE TALK-FIRST- 
think-later nature of our country’s nonexistent for- 
eign policy is the manner in which the justice and 
foreign affairs secretaries have contradicted each other. If 
our country had a genuine foreign policy, focused on the 
nation’s permanent interests, we would not, so early in 
the year, have Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez publicly 
fretting about offending the United 
EDITORIAL States, or Secretary Alberto Romulo 
publicly expressing the hope that Uncle 
Sam will, whatever happens, keep tenderly holding our 
hand. The two statements are simply two sides of the 
same coin, both showing a government incapable of con- 
ducting mature diplomacy. 

The secretaries of justice and foreign affairs were, of 
course, referring to the question of whether the Ameri- 
дап servicemen accused of raping a Filipina in Subic 
Freeport should be detained by Filipinos or Americans. 
If we had a government with a foreign policy, the justice 
secretary would focus on matters affecting the law 
While the foreign secretary would assert the country's 
treaty rights. Instead. we have the hyper-opinionated 
Gonzalez playing amateur diplomat and the holder of 
the diplomatic portfolio mobilizing the foreign service 
in aid of the country’s position on the matter. Instead, 
we have a trio of Cabinet officials—Gonzalez, Romulo 
and Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye—singing different 
tunes. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs informed the Unit- 
éd States that our government would be seeking cus- 
tody over the accused American servicemen. This was 
on Nov. 16 last year. The Americans have yet to formally 
respond to the official notice. However, things can't just 
go on hold until the US government deigns to respond; 
as it is, the lead state prosecutor is preparing to file a 
motion in court seeking the transfer and detention in 
Olongapo of the four servicemen accused of rape. This 
is on the sensible principle that if Timoteo Soriano Jr., 
the Filipino driver involved in the case, was ordered ar- 
rested, so should the Americans. 

Gonzalez has pointed out certain provisions of the 
Visiting Forces Agreement to show that the Philippines 
cannot simply order the arrest of the accused Ameri- 
cans. That is why the government filed a notice of in- 
tent with the US government. This is, again, on the sen- 
sible principle that foreign soldiers accused of a crime 
in another country deserve the protection of their gov- 
ernment—so that they will be assured of a fair trial and 
accorded every opportunity to mount a credible de- 
fense. 

However, there isa fine line between Gonzalez’s point- 
ing out the provisions of existing agreements, and his 
giving the impression that he is more concerned with 
helping Americans rather than ensuring that justice pre- 
vails for all concerned. Senate President Franklin Drilon 
pointed this out when he criticized Gonzalez’s view that 
prior to an arrest, negotiations would have to be under- 
taken with the Americans. Saying that essentially tele- 
graphs to the American side the soft nature of the gov- 
ernment’s will to assert itself. As Lord Palmerston’s fa- 
mous axiom puts it, nations have “no permanent friends 
gr enemies, only permanent interests.” Friendship is not 
the point; justice is. 

Gonzalez’s other legal observations are, when exam- 
ined closely, not particularly controversial. His acerbic 
Style and tendency to make smart-alecky comments in 
public, however, serve to inflame passions. This is well 
and good for a politician, but not for a justice secretary, 
and certainly it does not serve the interest of justice. 
This is because his statements only serve to complicate 
the issues, anger people and make the job of the DFA 
more difficult than it should be. No wonder some peo- 
ple are convinced Gonzalez is out to sabotage the case. 

While we do not believe Gonzalez would sacrifice a 
éase merely to pander to America, the law of unintend- 
ed consequences is already kicking in, tainting the 
credibility of the government's effort. Neither justice 
nor diplomacy can be effective ifhandled in the manner 
the town drunk handles life: by sitting in front of the 
corner sari-sari store, commenting on anything and ev- 
érything, heedless of common sense, decency or digni- 
ly. 
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Big fight over motor vehicle insurance business 


ONE OF THE BIG FIGHTS SHAPING UP IN THE 
new year is that between the Insurance Com- 
mission and private insurance companies, on 
the one hand, and the Government Service In- 
surance System, on the other. Because of the ex- 
posé made by Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile on the 
anomalies in the vehicle insurance sys- 
tem—specifically, the Compulsory Third Party 
Liability (CTPL) insurance for privare vehi- 
cles—there are moves to change the system. 
‘The Insurance Commission and the GSIS have 
submitted different proposals. And that's the 
reason for the fight. 

‘Tens of thousands of vehicle owners who 
have had accidents already know what Enrile 
exposed. Many insurance companies do not 
pay claims for indemnity by accident victims. 
Tn mostcases, vehicle owners have no recourse 
butto pay from their own pockets because they 
have been sold fake insurance policies. 

Moreover, many insurance firms did not pay 
taxes on the premiums paid. Itis estimated that 
the government loses about P268 million yearly 
from unpaid taxes on premiums. Since the CT- 
PL system has been in force for the last 25 years, 
revenue losses could run to billions of pesos. 

‘To stop the anomaly, ће GSIS has offered to 
be the issuer of CTPL coverage to private vehi- 
cles. Right now, italready does that for govern- 
ment vehicles 

That would be a monopoly, said the Insur- 
ance Commission and the private insurance 
companies. Instead the commission proposes a 
"clearing house" for the private insurance com- 


panies. To assure the payment of taxes, it pro-. 


poses the payment of premiums through banks. 

The GSIS says there would be no monopoly 
as it would reinsure with reputable private 
companies but the GSIS would take primary 
responsibility for the payment of claims. It as- 
sures that claims would be paid in 5 to 10 days. 
This is much better than a clearing house. 

As for the payment of premiums through 
banks, that would add another step to the reg- 
{stration of vehicles that would inconvenience 
‘owners who would have to go to a bank to рау. 


ARCHBISHOP ANGEL LAGDAMEO, PRESI- 
dent of the Catholic Bishops Conference of the 
Philippines, and Archbishop Oscar Cruz had 
two seemingly contradictory pieces of advice 
to give the nation on its new year. 

For Lagdameo, change should start from 
within, “Our dream of a transforming and 
transformed nation must wake up to the reali- 
ties that we are challenged to change. (There is 
need) to break with the old selfish ways of 
thinking and behaving which have been the 
causes of conflicts. (The task of) national 
transformation must be a shared one, some- 
thing every concerned Filipino must initiate 
starting with himself.” 

For Cruz, the only way the new year can be 
new is “if there were new public leaders with a 
new vision and in command of new integrity 
and respectability. Otherwise, the year is but 
another date, merely prolonging old realities. 
(The most important question) is the legitima- 
су and competence of no less than the holder 
of the highest office of the country. Unless 
there is not only a legal but a real closure of 
this national and fundamental issue, looking at 
the new year as a truly new year with new real- 
ities is falsity.” 

Both in fact have a point. 

Over the years I've gotten to appreciate 
more and more the need for internal, moral, 
spiritual changes as against external, political, 
and physical ones. I've gotten to a point where 
I truly believe, along with Lagdameo, that the 
second will not happen, or will not produce 
any lasting effects even when they do, without 
the first. We do not need to look very far to see 
the truth of it. There are the two Edsas to argue 
for it. Both were huge events, toppling down 
governments that seemed destined to last for- 
ever, promising the hope of a better world. Yet 
20 years later (to the day next month), we are 
no better than when we started, We are worse. 

We аге a country that has lived out the story 
about the ogre that never dies. That story, for 
those who have never heard it, tells of an ogre 
thar rerrorizes a community and that somehow 
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They already have to go to a gas emission test- 
ing center, then to the office of an insurance 
company. The red tape is so long that owners 
are forced to pay fixers at the Land Transporta- 
tion Office. 

Moreover, 40 percent or almost half of the 
premiums will go to the “clearing house.” 

"Who are these unknown but powerful per- 
sonalities in this ‘clearing house’ that they are 
favored to receive the huge 40 percent of the 
gross revenues from the CTPL?” the GSIS asks. 
This "clearing house,” by the way, has not been 
registered with the Securities and Exchange 
Commission and the personalities pushing it 
are totally unknown. “For all we know,” the 
GSIS adds, “they are the same personalities 
now operating the bogus CTPL system. Be- 
sides, none of these assures that the problems 
would be solved, as both the bank certificates 
and CTPLs could still be faked.” 

Asa backgrounder to readers, this “clearing 
house” could be just the same dog with a dif- 
ferent collar, the same “unified pooling sys- 
tem" created by Presidential Decree 1455 in 
1978. It was composed of all insurance compa- 
nies licensed to do casualty insurance and 
managed by representatives of the insurance 
industry. The CTPL coverage of all private vehi- 
cles was assigned to this pool while the cover- 
age for government vehicles was assigned to 
the GSIS. 

While the GSIS coverage was successful, 
that of the pool was not because of fraudulent 
practices by the member insurance companies 
in the pool as well as by the management 
group that supervised the pool. As a result, PD 
1455 was replaced by PD 1814, which abol- 
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cannot be killed. Many brave men set out to 
destroy it but they never come back. One day, a 
strapping youth, bold and carefree, tries his 
luck. He gets to the ogre's castle, and surpris- 
ingly finds it the easiest thing in the world to 
defeat the ogre. But, alas, the story does not 
end happily. The youth doesn't come back ei- 
ther. That is because he becomes the ogre. That 
is the secret of the ogre that never dies. 

‘And that is the secret of the country that 
never lives, which is us. The people who slay 
the ogres in this country become the ogres 
themselves, the people who topple the tyrants 
їп this country become the tyrants themselves, 
Wealth and power are seductive, wealth and 
power are transformative, and greed does the 
Test. Thirty or so years ago, as an activist, I be- 
lieved that all it took was to change the world 
and we would change ourselves. The change 
would come more or less automatically, so ай 
же needed to do was direct our energies to 
waging a revolution and we would revolution- 
ize ourselves. Alas, that wasn't so at all. Over 
the decades, I've seen some of the people 
whose idealism seemed beyond question cor- 
rupted in the extreme. Over the decades, I've 
seen some of the people who seemed willing to 
give up life for truth, justice and decency, cling 
tolying, pillage and mayhem as though it were 
breath itself. 

These days, when someone says we need to 
change ourselves, too, we need to topple the 
things that tyrannize our hearts and minds, 
тоо, I take him seriously. 1 have seen the horrif- 
ic effects of a revolution that takes history 
rather than morality as its guiding light—the 
"killing fields” most of all—to still believe ex- 


ished the pool and limited the compulsory in- 
surance coverage to third party bodily injury. 

Bur the transfer of the issuance of CTPL poli- 
cies to individual private insurance companies 
has resulted in the proliferation of fake policies 
and Certificates of Cover (COC) and also pro- 
moted unauthorized franchising. So in 2002, 
the LTO agreed to a program sponsored by the 
private sector providing for authentication of 
CTPL Certificates of Cover. 

That program failed, too. Fake CTPL policies 
continued to circulate and government contin- 
ued losing revenue due on the premiums. The 
reason is that the watchers in the CTPL game 
were also the players. Fly-by-night insurance 
firms sold blank COCs to some LTO registrars 
who resold them to vehicle owners at double 
ог triple the price they paid for them. This is 
the present system that the two proposals seek 
tochange. 

"The GSIS proposal looks like the better one. 
First it would incorporate the payment of pre- 
miums for CTPL policies in the registration 
costs. The vehicle owner doesn't have to go to 
the office of an insurance company. Payment for 
the GSIS CTPL policy would be automatically 
incorporated in the LTO registration receipt 
through a separate item. This payment would 
also be encoded in LTO and GSIS computers. 
Claimants for CTPL indemnity need not submit 
proof of coverage. All the GSIS would have to 
do is punch its computer system which is linked 
with the LTO's to verify the CTPL coverage. 

Second, it would ensure that the government. 
receives the correct taxes from the premiums. 

Third, it would protect the public from fake 
CTPL policies. 

Fourth, it would ensure prompt payment of 
CTPL indemnity to motor vehicle accident vic- 
tims. 

Fifth, it would eliminate fixers and middle- 
теп in the transaction, thus minimize corrup- 
tion. 

‘And last, it would provide additional divi- 
dends to the national government from the 
proceeds of the business. 


ternal transformations alone will do the trick. 1 
myself put it this way in a tribute to Bishop 
Julio Labayen, which the good bishop has 
since added to his literary arsenal: The heart of 
the revolution is the revolution of the heart. 1 
wasn't just making a play on words. 

None of this is to say, of course, that we 
should be reduced to immobility, that we 
should ignore the corruption and rottenness 
that stare us in the face and hie off to the 
mountains to commune with the soul. Though 
Tm not knocking retreats, secular or religious, 
they help recharge the batteries of the soul. 
None of it may make us agree, as GMA and the 
two Gonzalezes have expressly put it, that we. 
are to blame for their existence and that we de- 
serve the torments they inflict on us. 

Cruz is right there, too. Life is a choice: We 
сап acquiesce to injustice or we can fight it; we 
сап embrace wrongdoing or we can push it 
away, How we deal with the world shapes our 
soul, too. You keep acquiescing to injustice in 
the name of finding an inner peace, you won't 
have a soul to find an inner peace in. You don't 
have to look far for proof of that. Look whats 
happening to the country with its increasing ca- 
pacity to accept lying cheating and stealing. We 
now have people saying, “So GMA cheated їп 
the elections, so what?” 1 am not exaggerating 
when {say that it will not be long when we start 
saying, “So he raped the girl, so what? At least 
he didn’t kill her" Or "So he killed a guy, so 
what? At least he didn’t massacre his family" 
You don't fight iniquity every time it stares you 
inthe face, you lose a chunk of your soul. That is 
true of individuals, that is true of nations, 

In fact, there is no contradiction between 
what Lagdameo and Cruz say, at least in the 
best sense of what they say. I'm all for living a 
deeply interior life, one that examines or intet- 
rogates the self at every turn along with the 
world. But I'm all as well for doing something 
about the scourge that has fallen upon the 
land. The second without the first just makes 
another failed Edsa. The first without the sec- 
ond just makes you a sucker for punishment, с 
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FOR NEARLY SIX MONTHS LAST YEAR, THE 
most debilitating political scandal ever to hit any 
Philippine administration in the post-Marcos 
years—the controversial tapes showing alleged 
rigging of the 2004 election results—froze the 
country in a state of partial political paralysis. The 
political impasse over the street-driven call for 
the ouster of President Macapagal-Arroyo pensis 
ed up until the end of 2005, with no one side win- 
ning that epic struggle. 

"That the Arroyo administration survived the 
crisis of 2005 and that the challenge from the 
streets petered out augur ill for the new year. 
Continuing impasse is a recipe for immobility. 
‘There is no basis to the claim that the administra- 
tion has emerged stronger from the challenges of 
2005. Neither can it be said that the forces seek- 
ing a premature end to the Arroyo presidency 
have enhanced their capacity to dismount her. 

‘Our pernicious legacy from 2005 is the conti- 
nuity of the stalemate, This can only fuel the 
move for a decisive showdown, which is why 
2006 promises to be a year of living more danger- 
ously than last year. in 2005, the tapes defined 
the issue of national debate. That issue was de- 
fined by the notoriety of an election commission 
official. The controversy over the taped conversa- 
tions was a national shame, and it contaminated 
the political vocabulary of the nation, to the ex- 
clusion of any other issue, as though nothing else 
mattered to the Filipinos, with the tape contro- 
versy becoming the litmus test of whether they 
are capable of maintaining a democracy while at 
the same time proving that their fractious politi 
cal system can also deliver good governance, as 
well as economic results. 

No issue has exercised the various sectors of 
Philippine society, including the Church, business 
and industry, the institutions of state (among them 
the military and police and the political parties) 
and civil society, more violently since the assassi- 
nation of former Sen. Benigno Aquino Jr. in 1983. 

"The tapes became the Armageddon of Philippine 
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politics, the magnet of conflict, in which every sig- 
nificant sector of society was drawn into conflict, 
except the poor and common people, whose voices 
have been muted by the noisy and garrulous middle 
class which tied to recruit them for street marches 
to shield the activists from harm, 

The common people and the poor have be- 
come apathetic to the indecisive conflict. It seems 
to be a plausible explanation that they are not 
getting involved in the activism of the streets and 
the empty debate over the tapes (that feeds the 
frenzy of the noisy and learned classes) because 
they have realized that they have nothing to gain 
from becoming engaged in the political games of 
the political class, 

is is the reason they don't respond to insur- 
rectionary calls from political agitators and they 
are not at the same time serving as shock troops 
of the government to defend it in the siege. I be- 
lieve that if ever this confrontation develops into 
mayhem in the streets, the poor and the common 
people are not likely to take sides. They could not 
Tare less whose heads would roll in the chaos and 
whether the present government survives and 
who would replace it—whether it would be a rev- 
olutionary junta or a cabal of generals, 

Thazard to say that the uncommitted crowd and 
the poor and the common people would behave as 
they had done during previous upheavals and 
coup attempts. They would line the streets as kib- 
{tzets to watch the melee, neither cheering nor 
‘cursing any side. They would watch with glee the 
uncertain outcome of the clashes in the streets. 

Evidence on mass mobilization attempts since 


People Power 1 demonstrates that in a crunch, 
the poor and the common people can be as oppor- 
tunistic in assessing their chances as the middle 
classes. They have learned from Edsa 1 and Edsa 
2chategime change has neither changed norin 
proved their lot. The disgruntled poor should be 
the natural constituency for recruitment by the 
Left, but the poor have given up the Left as their 
saviors partly because its revolutionary agenda 
has not enabled it to grab political power. 

Like most of us, the poor and the common peo- 
ple love winners—whether in electoral contests or 
armed struggle—and they tend to flock to the ban- 
ner ofthe winners. Since the Left has been the los- 
er in its revolution and at Edsa 1, largely because 
ofits flawed decision to boycott People Power 1, it 
has become an ineffective organizational force in 
post-Edsa 1, including at Edsa 2 and the more re- 
‘cent rallies in Makati and the Batasan demanding 
the resignation of President Arroyo. 

The continuing stalemate in 2006 does not 
promise to produce winners behind which the 
poor and the middle classes can rally. 

The poor and the common people cannot be 
mobilized to march in mass movements because 
they have learned that Edsa 1 brought Corazon 
‘Aquino to power and Edsa 2 brought Arroyo to 
power, and the change did not generate social 
programs that at least provided relief from pover- 
ty They have realized that the cabal that came to 
power with Aquino and Arroyo belonged to the 
elite and divided the spoils and opportunities 
brought about by change among themselves. 

Both Aquino and Arroyo betrayed their expec- 
tations for change. So, as we move into the new 
yeas Tam not at ай euphoric or optimistic about 
2006 being a year of change, new dynamism or 
political renewal initiated by the sitting admini 
tration or about а revitalization of the opposi- 
tion. 

Мо issues are likely to emerge to catch the 
imagination of the public and to rescue us from 
the sterile issues that defined the debate of 2005. 


Tita Celing’s’ legacy 


1 JOIN THE REST OF THE NATION IN MOURN- 
ing the passage of retired Supreme Court Justice 
Cecilia Muñoz Palma, the first woman to be 
named to the highest court in the land. 

But if "Tita Celing” is remembered today with 
something close to reverence, i's not only be- 
cause she paved the way for women in the prac- 
tice of law and in the judiciary, but more so for the 
example she set as a lawyer, justice and champion 
of human rights. 

Ав the news story in this paper reported, she 
was called an "ingrate" by no less than a col- 
league in the Court after she delivered a speech 
calling for a “return” to the rule of law, an oblique 
but quite obvious reference to the martial-law 
regime of Ferdinand Marcos. 

Tt may not seem like such a brave thing to do 

these days, especially after the phrase “the rule of 
Jaw” has been so basely corrupted, but at the time 
she spoke out, it was like an oracle of wisdom and 
courage had finally spoken out. Marcos, afterall, 
‘wished to veil his repressive regime with the trap- 
pings of legality and legitimacy, in which scheme 
the martial law-era Supreme Court was a key 
player. Fora member of the tribunal, and the only 
Woman at that, to “bel the cat” and finally expose 
the truth about Marcos’ “smiling” martial law was 
a real breakthrough, one of many individual acts 
of courage that, cumulatively, drove the Marcoses 
from Malacafiang. 
“TITA CELING” Palma was one of a small group 
of seniors who often put their younger com- 
rades to shame in the course of the protests and 
the mounting of the “Parliament of the Streets” 
for almost a decade before the Edsa uprising. 

She was joined in this endeavor by former 
Senators Lorenzo Тайайа and Jose Diokno, 
and most visibly by Joaquin "Chino" Roces, 
of whom volunteered to take their places in 
the front line of protest marches, challenging 
the Marcosian riot police to go after the 
protesters by starting with these elderly and 
respected icons of freedom. 

They were not always successful. Memo- 
rable and powerful still is the picture of these 
older protest leaders being subjected to blasts 
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from a water cannon, which may not have 
been fatal but were certainly painful. 

This tells us that the hankering for freedom, 
and the moral courage that impels individuals 
to stake even their lives for it, know no age 
limits nor respect one’s status in life. Along 
with students, workers and newly-resurgent 
professionals and business folk, older folk saw. 
and experienced for themselves the abuses of 
a repressive regime and decided it was time to 
speak out and to act to bring an end to it. 

Palma's passing recalls the era of protest and 
righteous anger, but also marks yet another 
move away from the freshness of the memory. 
‘The time will come when too few individuals will 
remember just what living under martial law 
was like, in much the same way that World War II 
is now but a dim memory. But while we can still 
remember, we need to use every occasion, such 
ав a remembrance of Tita Celing, to freshen our 
indignation and determination anew. 


LET me add my newly-resurgent peso's worth of 
opinion on the proposal of former Catholic Bish- 
‘ops’ Conference of the Philippines president Arch- 
bishop Fernando Сараја to establish a “Bishops- 
Congressmen's Forum" allegedly to "facilitate а 
free exchange of ideas in crafting important laws.” 

This would, on the surface, appear to be an in- 
nocuous suggestion since legislators are really 
expected to consult with as broad a range of con- 
stituents as possible while in the process of craft- 
ing laws, And Catholic bishops, of course, consti- 
tute an important sector of society 

But would such a “forum” be truly a “free ex- 
change of ideas”? Or would it not rather be a col- 
lective and institutionalized form of the common 


Hope when there is no 


THE SOCIAL WEATHER STATIONS REPORTED 
recently that more than 80 percent of Filipinos 
hope that 2006 will be better for them. Thi 
seems a good example of Christian hope of which 
Fr. Catalino Arevalo, S.J. once said, “Christian 
hope begins when there sno hope” 

Such hope appears to be deep in the bones of 
Filipinos, and luckily so for government and all in 
authority. In Happyland, Tondo, on Jan. 2, we 
met thousands of such people, still patient, for- 
bearing and hopeful for berter days, though a fire 
destroyed the homes of 3,000 families there two 
days before New Year's Day. 

Along the North Harbor road the noise is deaf- 
‘ening and the air acrid with the smell of ulingan 
smoke, but inside Happy Land, which is half on 
the shore and half on stilts over the waters of 
Manila Bay, it is quiet, Blackened house posts 
stand like tombstones in the dark water and the 
cement houses on shore are now blackened shells 
for the most part. Still life goes on more or less 
normally. People rebuild а sari-sari store and 
houses. Children hurry past in the narrow alleys. 
‘The little ones take hold of your pants leg to help 
them avoid muddy puddles. 

Not everyone, however, is active. А man of 60 
ог so sleeps on the path. We asked а group of 
young men what was wrong with him and they 
said, "He's just tired, tired out. That's his house 
there." Nearby the ruins of his barong-barong had 
been swept into two black piles 

Felisa Obon, 61, sits by the path while her hus- 
band Bonifacio tries to get a registration docu- 
ment from a barangay official. "I'm all right,” she 
says, "Im just so tired. l'l be all right.” She and 
her husband, who drives a tricycle and makes 
P100 a day, have lived in Happyland since 1985. 
She has а sweet sad smile. 

“Is God angry with Happyland?" we ask. She 
thinks and tells us, "No, 1 don't think so. We al- 
ways say our prayers. I don't think it has anything 
at all to do with religion." 

It is the second fire in four years, she tells us. 
то rebuild their houses takes whatever little 
money people have saved for their old age and 
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the education of children. 

“Are you angry with the government?” we ask 
again, "No, they gave us rice." 

105 not clear how much aid was given. Some 
say they received rice once, others twice. Some 
received nothing. “We'll be all right,” Felisa says 
again. Pictures of politicians come with every kilo. 
of rice that is handed out 

We met the area leaders: Ka Freddie, а baran- 
gay kagawad; Mang Tony, president of one of the 
peoples organizations; and Ricardo, a younger 
‘man, the president of another people's group. 1 ask 
them if the government will award the land to 
them. The Housing and Urban Development Coor- 
dinating Council has promised to make a procla- 
mation if they would get the proper clearances 
from other agencies. The people have been trying 
todo this for many months. A proclamation means 
the residents will have the land for good. They 
‘won't have to worry anymore about evictions. 

"Will they proclaim it?" we ask. The three leaders 
think the government will do it. Skeptics may doubt 
if that will ever happen. The Philippine Ports Au- 
thority, for example, has opposed such proclama- 
tions around the North Harbor. The leaders are 
hopeful and will most likely remain hopeful even if 
they are aware ofthat agency's objections. 

"We want to stay here,” everyone tells us. If the 
government tells them to get out, however, they 
will do what their leaders say. Its no good warn- 
ing the people that leaders can be bought off and 
threatened, and mislead them. It would only em- 
barrass them and us. 

Not every poor area is as pliant as the Happy- 
land people, We went across the North Harbor 
road to watch the distribution of aid in a basket- 
ball court. It was Sen. Manny Villar’s turn to dis- 
tribute, Big banners announced the fact. Hun- 
dreds of people, mostly women, waited in line, A 


practice of bishops nowadays to “summon” to 
their palaces legislators behind “controversial” 
bills that displease the hierarchy? 

‘The ecclesiastical “invitations” are the primary 
reason bills on such topics as divorce, population 
management and family planning, non-discrimina- 
tion based on sexual orientation, even taxation of 
religious institutions, which start off with hundreds 
of sponsors, often end up being virtually aban- 
doned, “orphaned” of their authors even before 
they make their way out of committee-level talks. 

Tm afraid the "Bishops-Congressmen's Forum” 
would only strengthen the hand of an already 
powerful and heavy-handed institution, 
WHAT I would suggest instead is the establish- 
ment of a “Bishops-Faithful Forum” in which 
these ecclesiastical worthies would be obliged 
to engage in a “free and open” discussion of 
social issues and concerns with various sectors 
of society—especially women, and including 
gays and lesbians and other individuals the in- 
stitutional Church deems "deviant." 

If there's a body that needs to listen more 
and discern better, it has to be the CBCP which 
often “consults” with lay leaders only to dic- 
tate what the faithful should believe, and how 
they should behave. 

Do the bishops listen—not just to married 
couples but also to single, sexually active wom- 
en and men, including adolescents—on what 
their lives are like, especially in finding a bal- 
ance between responding to one’s sexual im- 
pulses and living up to one’s responsibility to 
one's partner and family? 

Do they even want to talk frankly with wom- 
en and listen to women's feelings of inferiority 
and discrimination within a Church that pro- 
claims equality and mutual respect? 

Have they ever conducted dialogues with 
members of sexual minorities to better under- 
stand the shifting nature of sexuality and iden- 
чу? 

Before they can demand that legislators lis- 
ten and consult with them, perhaps our bish- 
ops can start by first listening and consulting 
with their flock. 


hope 


very noisy, congested throng of humanity line up 
for an hour and each received a 32" x 80" banig. 

“How do you feel about the aid you got here?” 
we ask. “Well, it would be nicer if there were 
some rice." 

There was something degrading, we thought, 
about mothers, young and old, being crushed to- 
gether for so long for a banig. 

Down a narrow street, the police were distribut- 
ing rice, People lined up again and appeared one at 
а time in front of a door where the iron gate was 
three quarters closed. There was just enough room 
for one person to stand in the opening, present his 
ration card and get a kilo of rice It looked as if they 
were getting something illegal. There must be bet- 
ter ways to distribute help. 

Afer that we walked around the area de- 
stroyed by fire, especially the dark polluted wa- 
ters of the bay, where half the people had lived on 
stilts and where now the only trace left was the 
blackened роз. 

"Why do people have to live like this?” my wife 
asked. "Why do we allow it?” 

We have grown used to millions of our brothers 
and sisters living over polluted water and in other 
sub-human conditions, yet there is enough land 
forall if we use it well. We would demand justice 
if a parent badly beat his children in Happyland, 
‘but we don't mind the daily trauma the children 
suffer from noise, congestion, violence, hunger 
andfearofeviction.  ' 

‘And yet as we prepared to leave Happyland, а 
beautifül sunset was taking shape over the Bataan 
mountains across Manila Bay. Maybe it's better to 
keep our eyes on the beauty of sunsets and not on 
problems only, Maybe it's better to be hopeful. 

No one should take credit for the calm opti- 
mism of the people. If anything, it gives govern- 
ment and everyone else time to act to better the 
situation, Happyland is, despite the name, not a 
fit place for children and isn't worthy of its peo- 
ple. They deserve better. 


Denis Murphy works with the Urban Poor Associ- 
ates. 


All will be well 


EARTHQUAKES, FLOODS, FOREST FIRES, FAMINE, VENAL 
politicians, scam scientists, suicide bombers, wars, bird flu, 
AIDS. .. And all will be well? 

Yes, my reply is all will be well, maybe with an exclama- 
tion point. 

And then there was one 

I got the idea for my column title after listening to a BBC 
interview with Michael Megan, an Irish medical scientist 
who has worked in 
Africa for 27 years. 
He faced a rather 
cynical interviewer, 
Stephen Sacker, who 
kept asking how he 
could continue to 
work amid all the 
problems on that 
continent, At one 
point, Sacker referred to an article Meegan had written 
about how a young African had died in his arms. His voice 
marked by despair and a tinge of anger, Sacker exclaimed, 
“Where is your God?” 

Meegan calmly replied, ‘All will be well.” Then he went on 
to enumerate the many gains that have been made in Africa, 

‘That was when I realized that the world often fails to see 
this progress, sometimes ironically because every other do- 
gooder wants to save Africa and keeps launching relief cam- 
paigns and concerts focusing on the problems rather than on 
what's being done to overcome those problems. 

Meegan pointed out how 16 SubSaharan African coun- 
tries now offer universal education, and how girls in particu- 
lar are benefiting. And while there are tens of thousands of 
AIDS orphans on the continent, the children are not in or- 
phanages—theyre being cared for by communities and 
adopted by neighbors. 

‘And the dictators we often identify Africa with? Meegan'à 
answer was simple: When he first arrived in Africa, there. 
were 21 African dictators. Now, he says, "there's Mugabe,” 
referring to Zimbabwe's despot ofa president. n 

From 21 to 1, that's not bad at all. Sure corruption’s still 
endemic, but when you have democratic institutions in 
place, there's a better fighting chance to deal with that cor- 
ruption and pursuing a development agenda. 

As 1 listened to Meegan, 1 thought of how the Kenyan, 
shilling emerged in 2005 as the second best performing cur- 
rency їп the world, after the Brazilian real. The Philippine, 
peso, if you're wondering, ranked Sth, but that’s not why T 
think all will be well. 

1 thought of Liberia electing a woman president, the first 
on the continent. Like our own president, Ellen Johnson-Sir- 
leafis an economist, but she's nota traditional politician. She, 
speaks her mind, and once was thrown in jail for that. More: 
importantly, їп her interviews its clear she has a good feel of 
what people need, For a former World Bank and United Na- 
tions technocrat, she has modest goals: a hand pump in еу, 
ery village, for example, and universal education. 

Whistling in the dark 

Listening to Meegan, I thought about the Philippines, 
which has problems that are not quite as serious as those of 
many African countries. 

Maybe I'm whistling in the dark, trying to gain some, 
‘courage. But I don't want to pretend, either, that all's well al-, 
ready, as government propagandists do all the time, crowing 
about the strong peso without giving enough credit to the 
‘sweat and tears of overseas workers, whose remittances ас! 
count for much of the peso's strength, if not the economy be-, 
ing kept afloat. 

No, no rosy statistics for me. I find comfort and hope in ev- 
eryday stories of what Filipinos are doing to overcome adver- 
sity. I celebrate when I hear of Justino Arboleda who won а 
BBC Global Challenge award for using coconut coir and fiber. 
to create anti-erosion “coconets.” I am thrilled, as well, with: 
the Galing Pook awards to local government units, with all 
kinds of achievements from the northern Iloilo municipality 
of Concepcion's innovative synergy of environmental con- 
servation efforts with family planning to bicycle-friendly 
Marikina, 

Then there's the Visayan Forum's Cecilia Flores-Oebando. 
winning the 2005 Anti-Slavery Award for her organization's 
work, specifically with domestic workers. She, too, was in- 
terviewed on the BBC, sharing some of the most harrowing 
stories about the abuse of child domestic workers as well as 
the efforts of her NGO that go a long way: halfway houses for, 
abused workers, income-generating projects for the dis 
placed ones. 

We hear too little about these initiatives, so I was elated! 
when the Inquirer had a front-page article about the Ateneo 
де Manila's Leaders for Health Program (LHP) which has Fil- 
ipino physicians serving rural impoverished communities. 
So who says Filipino physicians are either taking nursing so, 
they can migrate, or are only interested in making lots of 
money in plush urban hospitals? The LHP doctors aren't into 
ordinary charity programs; the physicians are in there for the: 
long haul, learning to deal with political realities. Ive lis- 
tened to these physicians explaining their situation and am. 
at once overwhelmed by the odds they face as well as in- 
spired by their commitment. 

Like those doctors in rural communities, Тат aware of the 
tremendous odds we face. Which is why I want to assure Tito 
Elliot Anderson, one of my readers in Ozamiz, that | will con- 
tinue with a regular fare of angst. The year of the dog should. 
allow me to growl a bit more about sleaze, slime and other 
forms of high-living low-life, 

Finding a way 

At the same time, I hope to continue sharing the little sto- 
ries I pick up from little people with big hearts. A few weeks: 
back, Dr. Henny Espanola of the West Visayas State Universi- 
ty was telling me about how the economic crisis was being 
reflected in an increase this year in the number of medical 
students applying for financial assistance. Somehow, word 
leaked from the administration about ће limited number of. 
scholarships. So what do you think happened? 

Tm sure some of you are thinking of parents trying to 
use connections to get the scholarships. Not quite. Several’ 
students and parents did approach the administrators; 
but to withdraw their scholarship applications, One stu- 
dent said she could probably manage on the remittances, 
of her father, an overseas worker. In so many words, those 
who withdrew said they were doing so to give a chance to 
those in greater need. Meanwhile, they'd find a way to 
manage. 

Tve often heard Filipinos complain that we're doomed 
for failure because of our bahala na mentality, which is mis, 
interpreted as fatalism. Those students and parents at West, 
Visayas State University remind us that if we do invoke ba- 
hala na, it's often only after we've made many attempts to” 
solve a problem. Yes, we sigh, "Bahala na,” but we also as. 
sure those in need, in crisis: "Gagawa tayo ng paraan” (We'll 
find a way). That's why 1 believe that with time, all will be 
well. 


Michael L. Tang, 


‘The INQUIRER is a member of the 
PHILIPPINE PRESS INSTITUTE 


‘The National Association of Philippine Newspapers 


THETWO bells taken from the church of Balangiga 


Balangiga bells a reminder 
of America's colonial ambitions 


1AM TIRED OF READING, YEAR 
after year, about the refusal of the 
US government to return the bells 
of Balangiga (Samar). 

The Statue of Liberty in New 
York and the Liberty Bell in 
Philadelphia symbolize freedom. 
In fact, the word "America" is gen- 
erally considered synonymous 
with freedom. On the other hand, 
the bells of Balangiga in the hands 
of the Americans remind us of the 
US governments imperialistic 
subjugation of the Filipino people. 

‘The Balangiga incident was part 
of the Philippine-American War, а 
war fought by our forefathers to re- 
sist America's colonial designs in 
the Philippines. That war the US 
government waged without con- 


gressional sanction. With that was, 
America installed itself as the sec- 
ond colonial master ofthe Filipinos, 
immediately after the latter suc- 
ceeded in freeing themselves from 
333 years of Spanish bondage, 

It did not matter to the US gov- 
‘ernment, then, that 35 years earli- 
er, Abraham Lincoln emancipated 
the Negro slaves or that the US 
Constitution did not contain a 
provision authorizing the con- 
quest and colonization of other 
nations and territories. When 
‘America imposed its sovereignty 
over the Filipinos, itin effect over- 
threw the Malolos government, 
which was the first republican 
government to be set up in Asia. 

‘Today, America is engaged in 


Helping animals through vegetarian diet 


WHILE LEGALIZING THE SALE 
and consumption of dog meat is a 
matter of debate, there is no deny- 
ing that the atrocities inflicted up- 
оп dogs slaughtered for human 
consumption in many parts of Asia 
are shockingly cruel. ("Benguet 
execs say dog meat eating is a 
right,” PDI, 11/11/05) 

‘Dogs are often fully conscious 
as they are strung up by their 


necks and beaten violently in or- 
der to increase the flow of 
adrenaline in their bodies, which 
is believed to increase the virility 
of men who eat it. 

Many dogs raised for food 
await this nightmarish fate on 
farms and in markets where they 
endure horrible conditions in 
crowded cages—often зо small 
that standing up is impossi- 


Draft charter an exercise 
in futility and a waste of money 


IT WAS AN EXERCISE IN FUTILI- 
ty. This was all people could say 
about the Report of the Consulta- 
tive Commission created by Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo to draft a 
new constitution. 

‘The Senate has already rejected 
the recommendations of the Con- 
Com. And ironically, administra- 
Чоп senators, like Francisco 
Pangilinan, Richard Gordon and 
Joker Arroyo, were among the first 
to register their opposition. Arroyo 
said: "It is bad enough that the 
draft constitution submitted by the 
ConCom is unoriginal. What 
makes it worse is that it is a copy- 


cat, a plagiarism of Marcos! 1973 
Constitution.” Arroyo went on to 
ask, “With such Marcosian stamps 
and footprints, how can anyone 
support the ConCom proposal?” 
How about the funds spent by 
the commission? Although the 
funds came from the pork barrel 
of the President, the money could 
have been channeled to produc- 
tive purposes, if not to alleviate 
the sufferings of our less fortunate 
brethren. 
—GODOFREDO О. PETEZA SR., 
J.B Rizal Street, 
Barangay Camambugan, Daet, 
Camarines Norte 4600 


If faith sustains, love empowers 


‘THIS HAS REFERENCE TO THE 
High Blood article of Minyong Or- 
dofiez which you published in 
your Dec. 30, 2005 issue, Ordofiez 
dismissed agnostics like me as ig- 
moramuies, empty-headed and 
generally lacking in intelligence. I 
suppose he has never heard of Al- 
bert Einstein, Louis Pasteur, 
Charles Darwin and countless oth- 
er agnostics and atheists who 
made tremendous contributions 
to humanity. 

Maybe, he should stop using 
electricity driving a car, watching 
television or taking antibiotics 


since all of these things were in- 
vented and/or discovered by 
mostly godless people, 

As for the value of faith, if it sus- 
tains a person or even a nation, so 
be it. However one should under- 
stand what faith really means and 
not put down those who don’t 
share one's beliefs. 

Finally, the power of love is uni- 
versal. It transcends faith and oth- 
er things man has thought about, 
‘Thank you and Happy New Year! 

—JORGE OCTAVIANO, 
1Florvil St. Delta Village, 
Tandang Sora, Quezon City 


Turnover of accused GIs 
hampered by security risks 


THIS REFERS TO THE ISSUE OF 
who should have custody of the 
‘American servicemen accused of 
raping a Filipina in Subic, It re- 
minds me of the request of the 
Philippine government for the ex- 
tradition of Arturo Pacificador, the 
suspected mastermind behind the 
murder of Antique Gov, Evelio 
Javier. 

think the government of Cana- 
da did not grant the request to ex- 
tradite Pacificador due to the de- 


plorable, sub-human conditions in 
Philippine prisons, including the 
lack of security and safety of pris- 
oners. 
és easy for anyone to enter 
prison as well as for prisoners to 
walk out of prison. This could be 
the reason why the turnover of the 
accused Americans to Philippine 
authorities has not been effected. 
ANTONIO BARRIENTOS, 
Alfred Avenue, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, thefe@hotmail.com 


Technicality 
can’t prove 
guilt decisively 


‘THE POINT RAISED BY COLUM- 
mist Solita Monsod that Hubert 
Webb was convicted based on tech- 
nical reasons deserve serious re- 
consideration by the Supreme 
Court. (PDI, 12/24/05) The plane 
tickets and manifests that proved 
Hubert was in the United States 
when the crime was committed 
were rejected by the Court because 
they were mere photocopies. The 

Ñ testimony of Huber's relatives in 

J| the United States were trashed be- 
cause, according to the judge, rela- 
tives will lie to save a kin. Follow- 
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g that asinine logic, a father can- 


not save his own son even if the fa- 
theris telling the truth, 

The note verbale from the US 
State Department confirming the 
presence of Hubert in the United 
States was rejected by the Court 
and yet Congress finds the note 
verbale from the Singapore For- 
eign Ministry more credible than 
Virgilio Garcillano's passport. 

Justice is not served when con- 
viction is based on a technicality. 
Planted evidence and false testi 
mony have sent innocent people to 
prison for crimes they did not com- 
mit. The probability of innocence 
deserves to be given more weight 
than the probability of guilt when 
technicality has given way to rea- 
sonable doubt. Do the justices fear 
that if Hubert is declared innocent, 
it would shatter the credibility of 
the lone wimess who testified 
against hím which may also lead to 
the release of the others convicted 
of the crime and trigger a backlash 
of public opinion? 

A faithful dispenser of justice is 
cone who has the moral courage to 
challenge the limits ofthe law when 
а human life is at stake and will 
refuse to be tied down by the tech- 
nical rule of law but abide by the 
factual reality of circumstances. He 
is а compassionate judge who con- 
sciously weighs the delicate balance 
between innocence and guilt and 
does not succumb to political pres- 
sure or fear to antagonize public 
Technicality does 
prove the guilt of a person in abso- 
lute terms. Precisely because of it 
there is reason to believe that the 
probability of innocence exists. 

Chief Justice Artemio Pangani- 
ban says he is for judicial activism, 
whatever that means. Hubert Webb 
{s innocent. Please set him free. 

—CESAR M. DE LOS REYES, 
cesllrey@i-manila.com.ph 


another war—purportedly to 
bring democratic rule to the Iraqi 
people. This war is essentially no 
different from the war that the US 
government waged against the 
Filipino people in 1899. 

And the bells of Balangiga, for 
as long as they remain in Ameri- 
сап possession, tell us that the US 
government has not given up its 
colonial ambitions. 

Ifthe US government insists on 
keeping the bells, the people of 
Balangiga can request the nation- 
al government to seek the assis- 
tance of the Vatican, After all, the 
bells are also the property of the 
Catholic Church 

VIRGILIO V BAYBAY, 

Tlawod, Guinobatan, Albay 4503 


ble—without food or water for 
days on end. 

‘We all can help animals that are 
abused and killed for food by 
choosing a healthy, humane vege- 
tarian diet. For a free vegetarian 
starter kit, visit GoVeg.com. 

—SONIA G. ASTUDILLO, 

People for the Ethical Treatment 
of Animals (Peta) Asia-Pacific, 
SoniaAGPETAAsiaPacific.org. 
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We would like to clarify that the 
suspension order issued by the 
MTRCB for alleged transmission of 
objectionable content by the inter- 
national channel TVE rightly ap- 
plies to all cable television opera- 
tors which carry that channel. The 
Philippine Cable Television Associ- 
ation (PCTA) and its members do 
mot have control over the program 
content of international channels 
since their signals are directly 
transmitted to our subscribers as 
"real-time online satellite feeds," 
This is in consonance with an 
existing Memorandum of Agree- 
ment (MOA) signed by the MTR- 
CB earlier this year with the PCTA 
which says that any suspension of 
channels shall be applicable to all 


"Who is Carlo А.С. Cordero and 
what crime did he commit? Carlo 
isa fresh graduate of the Universi- 
ty of the Philippines Los Baños 
with a degree in BA Philosophy 
{cum laude). An active student 
leader, he chaired the College of 
Arts and Sciences Student Council 
and the University Student Coun 
cil chose him as one of the 10 most 


UPLB. Carlo loves to write. He is 
the youngest in the family and our 


He had the option to enroll in 
law school right after graduation, 
but only 20, he decided to work to 
finance his studies later. 

After the notice came out, con- 
cerned friends started calling us. 
One confided that her husband 
had told her: "May kaso yan. Hin- 
di ka ilalagay diyan Кил walang 
kaso (He must have a case, other- 
‘wise they would not have put out 
that notice).” Other friends in- 
quired in roundabout ways. And 
what did the rest of the world who 
saw the ad think? What message 
did Geiser Maclang Communica- 
tions Inc. try to convey? 

Carlo was hired as a writer last 
Sept. 7 by ОМС, a successful 
mom-and-pop venture engaged in 
“press relations.” He thought it 
was the perfect job for him. 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 4, 2006 


Coverage of MTRCB suspension order 


WE WRITE IN REFERENCE TO 
your lead story last Dec. 18 in your 
newspaper's Entertainment sec- 
tion titled, “MTRCB suspends ca- 


cable operators, with no operator 
being singled out, It is the respon- 
sibility of each of the channels to 
guard its own content. A separate 
MOA was signed by the MTRCB 
and the Federation of Internation- 
al Cable TV Association of the 
Philippines (Picap) 

The РСТА is seeking an audi- 
ence with MTRCB Chair Marissa 
Laguardia to discuss and clarify 
the details of the suspension order. 
in connection with Channel TVE. 

Lastly, may we also inform you 
that Central CATV (SkyCable) and 
Global-Destiny are members of 
the PCTA and not Ficap. 

Thank you for allowing us to 
clarify this matter. 

—TONYV SELDA, 
president, Philippine Cable 
Television Association Inc., 

Unit 504 Taipan Place 
Condominium, Emerald Avenue, 
Ortigas Center, Pasig City 


Is quitting a job now a serious crime? 


PRESS RELATIONS AGENTS 
Amor Maclang and Brad Geiser 
used the Inguiner last Dec. 11 to 
cast doubts on the reputation of 
Carlo Antonio C. Cordero with a 
“notice to the public” saying that 
һе was no longer connected with 
them as of Nov. 14, 2005 and urg- 
ing readers “to report to GMCI any 
attempts by Mr. Cordero to trans- 
act business on the company’s be- 


However, it did not take long 
for him to discover the realities of 
employment, In less than a 
month, he was up to his neck with 
the “management style” of his su- 
periors. Sixty-seven days after he 
first reported to work, he submit- 
ted his letter of resignation. He 
left without waiting for the 30-day 
period for his resignation to take 
effect and never came back. 

Is it such an oddity for workers 
to walk out on bosses whom they 
find unreasonable and imperious? 
1 did exactly the same thing 35 
years ago. 

Very seldom do employers put 
out notices of this sort. It is spar- 
ingly used and reserved only for 
those who stole money because 
the damage it can inflict is immea- 
surable. It is a penalty that is 
grossly disproportionate to what- 
ever malfeasance an employee 
did. And ifs worse if he is not 
guilty of anything. 

‘The ad created the perception 
that Carlo is about to commit 
fraud at his employers expense, 
What was its purpose if not to ruin 
my son’s reputation and close all 
doors to his reemployment? Itwas 
a cheap attempt to cut my son's 
ladder to his future before he 
could even get on the first step. 

‘The simple truth is that Carlo 
quit his job. He did not steal any 
money and any insinuation that 
he is scheming to do so is without 
basis. The public notice was not 
only demeaning but malicious, to 
say the least. 

‘My son did nothing wrong, ex- 
cept perhaps to bruise the big egos 
of Maclang and Geiser. They owe 
him an apology. 

JESS CORDERO JR., 
sweet, pep@yahoo.com 


leaders at 


TWO PLAINTIVE VOICES KEEP ECHOING 
in my mind. One is Letty's, an impoverished 
housewife in Cagayan Province; the other is 
Miriam's, a melancholy spinster in Quezon 
City’s Project 8. Quite by chance, I heard 
them over my small transistor radio recent- 
ly. Manila stations can sometimes be heard 
in Hong Kong over the AM meter-band late 
at night or early mornings—and the clearest 
signals belong to El Shaddai and the Iglesia 
ni Cristo, which calls itself "Ang boses ng ka- 
totohanan” (the voice of truth), both of 
which engage in endless preaching and 
praying. 

The women's desperate-sounding voices 
came through the crackle of static from dzME 
which calls itself “Radyo Uno" (“Ang mas re- 
spetado"). The two women were asking a cer- 
tain "Kuya Danny" for healing during his "Ad- 
venture Phenomenon” program. 

‘The cocky-sounding Danny asked Letty if 
she was alone. She said her three small sons 
were with her. No husband? He worked as a 
security guard (from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.) What 
was her problem? Letty was worried about a 
bukol (lump) in her breast. Cancer kaya ito? 
(Might this be cancer?) she asked softly. Had 
she seen a doctor? Her quiet no probably 
meant she couldn't afford to pay a doctor or 
there wasn't one in her town. Where was 
she? By the sea near Fort (inaudible) in Ca- 
gayan, she said. 

OK, said Danny, stand in front of a mirror 
under a light bulb. Letty said she had no elec- 
tricity. This produced a 'Susl from Danny and 
snickers from his sidekick "Mirador." She had 
candles, 

ОК, he said, use that, get a glass of water, 
place your hand over the afflicted breast, 
shut your eyes, breathe deeply, take a sip of 
water, then swivel your head till tell you to 
stop. 

Are you doing it? Оро, she replied. Now 
stop and tell me how the lump feels—was it 
smaller? She said she wasn't sure, He put her 
through the paces again, then asked: How 
does it feel now? Tentatively she said it 
seemed smaller. Good! He told her to keep 
swiveling that head. 

‘And so it went for some minutes while he 
and Mirador made ribald remarks about the 
female anatomy. 

Soon Danny had apparently mesmerized 


Preying on the desperate over the airwaves 


COMMENTARY 
Isabel T. Escoda 


Letty into saying she could no longer feel the 
lump. Sino'ng pasasalamatan mo? (Whom do 
you thank?), he asked. “Adventure Phe 
nomenon,” she replied. “Station dzME, 
1530." Sino pa? (Who else?) Mama Mary, 
‘was the answer. 

After Letty, Miriam from Project 8 came on 
air, She was diabetic and always felt sick, de- 
spite a herbalists potions. Danny asked if she 
was alone, Yes. Married? No. Did she have a 
boyfriend? Yes, but... 

Aha! Danny shrieked. Have you been 
making “Ocho-ocho" with a married man? 
Miriam giggled, so Danny lectured her about 
the evils of adultery before doing the deep- 
breath-eyes-shut-glass-of-water-head-rotat- 
ing routine. Ten minutes later she said she 
felt better. 

Callers to the show apparently don't mind 
being needled. Perhaps they put up with 
coarse comments because Kuya Danny is a 
celebrity who performs “cures,” so they let 
him toy with their emotions since he claims it 
cheers them up. He obviously provides the 
hope they can't get elsewhere. 

‘Another night, one of Danny's callers was 
a 72-year-old man with a sexual problem. 
Did he have a wife? Danny asked. Yes, and 
she was around. Danny laughingly asked if 
she complained because “maiksi ang iyong 
pototoy" (your penis is short). The man gave 
а nervous whinny. Well, lets fix it, said Dan- 
ny. He told the man to shut his eyes, tug his 
penis with one hand, sip from a glass of wa- 
ter with the other, take a deep breath and ro- 
tate his head. 

Eventually he got the man to state not only 
that the water tasted progressively saltier, 
but that his member seemed longer. Danny 
and Mirador’s raucous remarks punctuated 
the routine, after which the grateful caller 
thanked them, the radio station and Mama 
Mary. 

During station breaks, girls warbled the 
Jingles "When you light a Hope...” then sang 
of "Fortune International, the largest-selling 


luxury cigarette." Then came: "Government. 
Warning: Cigarette smoking is dangerous to 
your health." 

By contrast, government-run dzRB 
(Radyo ng Bayan's "Super Radyo”) seeks to 
present positive news ("Ang balitang to- 
too" —the true news), obviously to counter 
the anti-administration noise generated by 
the rest of the media. Touting its Catholic 
‘Mass Media Award, it features informative 
agricultural programs at ungodly hours. 

One morning, I heard President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo's recording in Taglish asking for 
Filipinos to unite, saying, "Our nation is 
strong and getting stronger,” and ending 
with "God bless the Philippines." This was 
followed by the unctuous tones of a Rafael 
Dante Cruz (punctuated by a catchy Ameri- 
can TV theme song), downplaying bird 
flu—no migratory birds at Candaba swamps, 
casualties in China and Vietnam are small, 
considering their large populations, so no 
need for the Philippines to worry. There was 
as much rah-rah as Ыаһ-Ыаһ, 

With large numbers of medical practition- 
cers having left the country for greener pas- 
tures, and scarce government funding for 
health care, the vast majority of Filipinos liv- 
ing outside the major towns and cities in- 
evitably get only rudimentary, or no, health 
care, So faith healers, quacks and con-men 
like Danny can blithely prey on the desper- 
ate. (Women do it, гоо. One peddles a "Mira- 
cle Molecule" over a near-inaudible radio 
station and features testimonials from folks 
cured of incurable diseases, while she pro- 
vides phone and text numbers for informa- 
tion on the product.) 

"That radio is a powerful medium is a giv- 
en, but sadly the overall quality of radio per- 
sonnel and programming in the Philippines 
is so abysmal, it’s small wonder that misuse 
(and abuse) takes place. With lax guidelines 
to promote excellence over the airwaves, this 
allows charlatans to prey on their listeners, 
turning what should be informative, educa- 
tional programs into the lowest form of *en- 
tertainment.” 


Isabel T: Escoda has written about Filipinos in 
Hong Kong in her books, “Letters from Hong 
Kong,” "Hong Kong Postscript" and "Pinoy 
Abroad," her latest. 


By the PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 
and PDI Central Luzon Desk 


OVERNMENT OFFI- 
cials and business lead- 
ers in Northern and 

Central Luzon are looking for- 
ward to 2006 asa brighter year 
for investments in the regions. 

Presidential adviser for North Luzon 
Renato Diaz said 2006 would be a 
“much better year" for Central Luzon, 

"Prospects are looking up for Central 
Luzon in all aspects such as more invest- 
ments, more foreign and local tourists, 
more airline flights, faster implementa- 
tion of projects, more job opportunities, 
continuing peace and order,” Diaz said. 

Bulacan Gov. Josefina de la Cruz, 
chair of the regional development 
council (RDC), said more opportunities 
lie in agriculture, tourism and informa- 
tion technology. 

“iE we put our efforts together and fo- 
cus on our competitive edge we can sur- 
pass Southern Tagalog in 2006. Our 
biggest threats are insurgency and la- 
bor unrest,” she said. 

Renato Тауар 
Jr, convenor of 
Global Gate- 
ways, an organi- 


OUTLOOK 
2006 zadon of busi 
nessmen and lo- 


cal officials promoting major infrastruc- 
ture projects in Central Luzon, said the 
region's growth this year and beyond 
would be driven by projects like the 
North Luzon Expressway, Subic-Clark- 
‘Tarlac Expressway and the NorthRail. 

Tayag also said the overseas direct 
flights to Clark and remittances from 
overseas Filipino workers that are now 
funding the housing boom in the metro 
Pampanga area would also propel the 
region's engine growth. 

"With these major infrastructures . 
the influx of big real estate developers in 
the western side of Central Luzon for 
tourism are prelude to the natural growth 
of the regional economy. There will be 
more employment and infusion of money 
that will contribute to a better economy 
than 2005,” said Renato Romero, busi- 
ness sector representative in RDC. 

Levy Laus, Pampanga Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry president, said 
Central Luzon will continue to be a 
“leading and interesting region." 

"fts accessibility that is enhanced by 
the North Luzon Express will attract 
business expansion north of Metro 
Manila. It will have a very strong con- 
sumer base with a big percentage of 
OFWs coming from the region,” he said. 


Engines of growth 

‘Antonio Ng, president and chief exec- 
utive officer of the Clark Development 
Corp,, has listed key initiatives in 2006 
anchored on four engines of growth. 

Ng identified these major growth en- 
gines as the Diosdado Macapagal Inema- 
tional Airports positioning as Asia's most 
affordable gateway (Airport Para sa 
Masa); industrial development to create 
Job opportunities (Gawang Pinoy, Gawang 
Clark); tourism; and infrastructure. 

Officials and investors in Clark are al- 
so keeping their hopes high for the pas- 
sage of two bills in the House of Repre- 
sentatives that would grant tax amnesty 
and duty free privilege to business enter- 
prises in the special economic zone. 

In Nueva Ecija, businessmen and 
property owners in the province would 

confront increased taxes so prospects for 
exciting business activities аге "not very 
bright," said Vicky Gaetos, president of 
the Nueva Ecija Chamber of Commerce. 

She said local governments in the 
province have increased real property 
taxes. 

‘The implementation of the expanded 
value added tax law this year and the 
high cost of electricity are added wor- 
ries for businessmen, 
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‘TASK Force Subic chief retired Gen. Jose M. Calimlim and Customs collector Marietta Zamoranos go through bales of used 
clothing known in the vernacular as “ukay-ukay” which were illegally imported through the Subic Bay Freeport. 


EMILIA Perucha of Tablac, Candon City, 
locos Sur continues work in the holidays 
picking tobacco leaves. She is paid P150 
a day. Tobacco is the premiere cash crop 
ofthe city. LEONCOG AABN. 


"How we wish that more small and 
medium enterprises start operating їп 
the province. But we don't hear many 
people interested in doing that maybe 
because of fear of losses," she said. 

Gaetos said Nueva Ecija's farmers were 
not getting the just reward for their hard 
work because of the cartel in the rice in- 
dustry in the province. She said the cartel 
dictates the buying price of palay. 

“We hope that the farmers them- 
selves, through a strong organization, 
heed the call to do the milling and mar- 
keting of their produce,” she said. 

‘Tarlac Rep. Jesli Lapus said the eco. 
nomic zones in Subic and Clark will 
continue to sustain and spark economic. 
growth in the region. 

But he said the continuing unrest at 
the Hacienda Luisita and the renewed. 
activities of the New People's Army in 
the region will have negative effects on 
the regional economy. 

Hacienda Luisita will remain unpro- 
ductive due to the recent decision of the. 
Presidential Agrarian Reform Council 
revoking the stock distribution option 
in the 4,000-hectare sugar estate. 

Joey Romasanta, vice president of 
the Jose Cojuangco & Sons, the manag- 
ing firm of Luisita, said the decision will 
further stall farm productivity as they 
are not going to plant sugarcane while 
the agrarian issue remains unsettled. 


Cordillera 

The Cordillera's economic outlook is 
moderate at best for 2006, as it survives 
ayear"that could have gone worse,” ac- 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo during а recent seminar at the Clark Special 


Economic Zone. 


унашон 


cording to Juan Ngalob, Cordillera di- 
rector of the National Economic and 
Development Authority. 

Cordillera farms continue to produce 
crops but only to service a lackluster 
vegetable market, Ngalob said. 

He said 2005 ended with no signifi- 
cant improvements for the region's in- 
dustries because investments had been 
pouring instead into call centers located 
inside the Baguio City Economic Zone. 

The call center boom does not trans- 
late to higher opportunities for many 
Cordillera provinces, Ngalob said. 

The average income of a Cordillera 
family is P128,078 a year but it spends 
P106,668. 

The much-hyped resurgence of min- 
ing, due to President Macapagal-Ar 
royo's open endorsement of the indus- 
try, has not been felt in the region, 
where the industry was born. 

Benguet Corp., the first Philippine mine 
firm, was set up in 1903 in togon, Benguet. 
Lepanto Consolidated Mining Co. and 
Philex Mining Corp. still thrive in Benguet. 

But Philex is winding up its opera- 
tions there, Ngalob said. 

“The Cordillera will experience [some 
windfall profits] if Lepanto pursues its Vic- 
toria gold project this year, but I believe we 
should expect that it will only restore Lep- 
anto's original production levels," he said. 

Mining is also facing opposition from 
Cordillera towns that claim to have suf- 
fered from extractive mining from the 
1950s to the 70s. 


Cagayan Valley, Ilocos 

In Nueva Vizcaya, 2006 is brighter for 
the provincial government after its success 
in its legal battle to collect more than P250 
million in real property tax from the 
Casecnan multi-purpose irrigation and 
power project in Alfonso Castañeda town. 

"What we have collected from the 
Casecnan project is now being used for 
the purchase of equipment to improve 
the implementation and repair of in- 
frastructure projects such as school 
buildings,” said lawyer Desiderio Perez, 
provincial legal officer. 

‘The local government, Perez said, is al- 
so bent on pursuing its share of the nation- 
al wealth tax under the operation of the 
Casecnan project and real property and 
mineral taxes from existing and pending 
applications from small scale and large 
scale mining projects in the province. 

Businessmen ponder on a sense of 
guarded optimism for their trade, said 
Marianita Danao, president of the Nue- 
үа Vizcaya Bankers’ Association. 

"Almost all of our businessmen clients 
‘complain about how the past year has 
been one of the toughest for their busi- 
nesses, primarily caused by the sharp in- 
creases in the prices of fuel,” she said. 

Danao said the local banking sector 
is optimistic that the present economic 
crisis would continue to be offset by the 
increase in remittances from OFWs. 

‘The full operation of the special eco- 
nomic zone in Sta. Ana, Cagayan, is also 
expected to boost commercial activities not 
only in Cagayan but in Cagayan Valley. 

In Isabela, Rep. Edwin Uy said the 
P200-million corn oil processing plant 
would be put up in Gamu town to com- 
plement the corn industry in the 
province and create jobs. 

In La Union, agriculture and tourism 
development will be top priority pro- 
grams of the La Union provincial gov- 
ernment in 2006, with small-scale in- 
dustries receiving similar attention. 

Mauro Libatique Jr, provincial plan- 
ning and development offices, said the 
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provincial government is embarking on a 
hybrid seed subsidy program for which 
more than P1 million has been set aside 
for the purchase of 1,000 bags of hybrid 
seeds for distribution to selected farmers. 

Rice production is expected to in- 
crease by 20 percent, he said. 

‘The coastal towns of San Juan and 
Bacnotan will be promoted as a prime 
surfing paradise in the North, he said, 
adding that investors in handicraft 
‘manufacturing will be invited to put up 
their businesses in the area. 

The province will put up an invest- 
ment promotion and tourism office in 
San Fernando City. 

Libatique also said that the provincial 
government has also taken over the build- 
ing owned by the Department of Tourism 
in the Rosario junction tourism complex in. 
Barangay Saytan in Rosario town. 

‘At least P40 million has been ear- 
marked for the development of the area 
and the rehabilitation of the building that 
will be converted into a display center for 
1а Union wood furniture products and 
furnishings. A one-stop-shop investment 
and tourism center for all travelers will 
also be put up in the building. 

Businesses will be put up in the 68- 
hectare commercial and tourism com- 
plex in the Poro Point special economic 
and freeport zone in San Fernando City. 
‘The complex, in the heart of the former 
Wallace Air Station, held its ceremonial 
opening in May last year. 

Tourists and businessmen are expect- 
ed to come to the provincial with com- 
mercial flights using the San Fernando 
Airport starting last September. 

‘The controversial casino operated by 
a United States-based firm is also 
scheduled to open this year in the zone, 
and high rollers are expected from 
Hong Kong and neighboring countries. 

In Pangasinan, the rehabilitation of 
two airports and the establishment of a 
seaport are the main projects being pur- 
sued by the provincial government to 
spur development in the province. 

Gov. Victor Agbayani has asked the 
Philippine Ports Authority (PPA) to allo- 
cate funds for the immediate construc- 
tion and development of the Sual sea- 
port that “will play a vital role in the eco- 
nomic progress and industrial develop- 
ment in the province, creating livelihood 
opportunities, job generation and em- 
ployment and increased port activities.” 

‘The project will serve the needs of 
the existing and proposed industrial 
zones in Pangasinan and nearby 
provinces, Agbayani said. 

‘Assistant Secretary Nilo Jatico of the De- 
partment of Transportation and Communi- 
‘ations said the DOTC and the Air Trans- 
portation Office have proposed the alloca- 
tion of PIS million for the resurfacing of the 
runway and apron of the Lingayen airport. 

Agbayani has asked local govern- 
ments in Pangasinan to enact ordi- 
папсез granting incentives to local and 
foreign investors. 

In locos Norte, more industries are ex- 
pected to come in with the full operation 
ofthe wind power plant in Bangui town. 

Long before the wind farm was built, 
business developers have starred discussing. 
with locos Norte Gov, Ferdinand Marcos Jr 
potential businesses like glass and cement 
plants in eastem Ilocos Norte towns, Re- 
ports from Tonette Orejas, Jo Martinez- 
Clemente, Anselmo Roque, Jun Malig, Ce- 
sar Villa, Russell Arador, Carmela Reyes, 
Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes, Villamor Visaya 
Jr, Peter La. Julian, Estanislao Саде, 
"Ben Moses Ebreo, Melvin Gascon, Cristi- 
па Arzadon and Vincent Cabreza. 
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ER Northern LUZON success 


Political 
killings, 
meningo, 
arape case : 


HE YEAR 2005 IN CENTRAL; 

and Northern Luzon wasi 

marked by a rape case їп-ї 
volving Americans, killings of ро-: 
litical activists, the fear of a bacte- 
rial disease and the controversy: 
arising from “jueteng.” 

‘A bright note came in November and Decem- 
ber with the resolution of a 13-month agriculture $ 
and labor conflict in Central Luzonis biggest sugar * 
plantation. 


Subic rape case 

Dubbed now as a litmus test to the 1999 RUS 
Visiting Forces Agreement, the alleged rape by six 
"US Marines of a 22-year-old Filipino woman from 
Zamboanga City happened inside the Subic Bay 
Freeport, a former American naval base, on Nov. 
1 


It sparked public outrage, with critics seeing in 
the woman the human face of the iniquitous rela- 
tionship between the Philippines and the US. 

Like a blast from the past, the alleged incident 
brought again to the fore the issues of hosting and 
taking custody of American troops, matters that 
were contentious until after 1992 when Subic 
was the last of the bases to close in Luzon, 

In the bases years as now, the US military has 
stuck toa policy of keeping custody of its service- 
men. Four of the six soldiers charged with rape 
have yer to be turned over to the local cours. 

"What is new in this case, however, is that the 
VFA did give the Philippine courts the right to ex- 
ercise primary jurisdiction over US military per- 
sonnel who commit offenses in the country. 


Political killings 
By the account of the 
Bagong Alyansang Mak- 
abayan, the victims of 
political kilings їп Cen- 
tral Luzon have risen to 
47 since last January, _ 
which was a record 
high. 
1с observed that most 
of the slayings hap- 
pened after September 
when Maj. Gen. Jovito PALPARAN 
Palparan Jr assumed command of the Атту 7th - 
Infantry Division. 
"The killings, according to Bayan, demonstrat- 
ей that the government had adopted a policy of 
‘executing activists as a means to quell opposition. 


Jueteng 

‘The illegal numbers game jueteng was 
stopped in Central and Northern Luzon in May 
оп the heels of the renewed anti-illegal gambling 
crusade by Lingayen-Dagupan Archbishop Oscar 
Cruz and claims by whistl-blowers to the Senate 
that the close kin of President Macapagal-Anryo 
were among the racket top protectors. 

Until December, the Philippine National Police 
continued to claim that Central Luzon remained 
jueteng-free. Reports of guerila-style operations 
as well as the use of the state-run EZ-2 as front for 
jueteng undermined the PNP's claims. 


Hacienda Luisita 

‘The 13-month joint strike of almost 6,000 in- 
dustrial and farm laborers at the 5,000-hectare 
Hacienda Luisita reached а оту conclusion to- 
ward the end of 2005. 

Government decided to cancel the controver- 
sial stock distribution option scheme and pre-, 
pared to place the estate under the coverage of 
the Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Program. 

‘The owner, the family of former President 
Corazon Aquino, appeared not keen at easly giv- 
ing up the property, decrying governments move 
as a retaliation for Aquino's opposition to Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo amid the allegations of 
election cheating by the later. 

"The strike saw seven workers killed during the 
Nov. 16, 2004 dispersal and four leaders and sup- 
porters, including Central Azucarera de Tarlac La- 
bor Union president Ricardo Ramos in the next, 
months. 


Meningococcemia 

The year 2005 hurt Baguio City because its 
business and social conditions were defined by а 
brief outbreak of a meningitis strain that killed 18 
of 38 infected people between October 2004 and 
January 2005. 

‘Tourists avoided the city during the 2004: 
Christmas holidays and this caused a sharp drop. 
in hotel bookings in Baguio, whose economy 
largely depends on tourism. 

‘Attendance to the annual Baguio Flower Festi 
val or Panagbenga was low due to fear of the 
‘ease. Some conventions and conferences sched- 
uled even during the Holy Week in 2005 were 
canceled, according to Frederico Alquiros, gener- 
al manager of the Camp John Hay Hotels Inc, 

‘Atask force composed of the World Health Or- 
ganization and the Department of Health discov- 
ered that the strain in Baguio was peculiar be- 
cause infections did not appear to have been 
transmitted by carriers, Tonette Orejas and Vin- 
cent Cabreza 
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for Calapan City rehab 


CITY OF CALA PAN—PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL- from being eroded. implemented by the DPWH wis 
" ме ing Дап. 15, is meant to straighten 
Arroyo ordered the Department of Public Works Additional costs кырктын Di өн 
and Highways and the National Irrigation Admin- From the intial estimate of that currently turns very near the 
4 = " "Meat lion for 51-ти n its da 
istration to expedite the rehabilitation of the pee re pud pend = misti I5 тн 
damaged protection dike in Bucayao River. the Dec. 7 flood, NIA manager Lis Highway repair 
Café said P54 million more was Aside from the dike construc- 
The President came here officials now needed since the damage tion, Panaligan asked for assis- 
yesterday aboard a helicopter Panaligan thanked the Presi- reached 900 meters after the ѕес- tance from the national govern- 
to personally inspect the dam- dent for the approval of the P66- опа flood on Dec, 17. ment for the immediate repair of 
ageddike and getan updateon million fund needed to сол The provincial government ап. the shoulders, approaches and 
Aged Ghubilitation efforts be- struct the permanent dikes asa nounced that P10 million of this other damaged areas of the 
. ing done by the provincial gov- permanent solution to the flood amount was already released. Strong Republic Nautical High- 
бөлү of Oriental Mindoro problem in Baco, San Teodoro, It has already started con- way to avoid accidents. 
and the city government of Naujan, Victoria, Socorro and structing a 1.2-kilometer dike be- Engineer Jovy Santos of the 
Calapan. Pinamalayan towns and Cala- hind the destroyed earth dike аз DPWH estimated the damage at 
‘The helicopter touched down pan City. an emergency measure while the P22.6 million. 
attheJose J Leido Jr Memorial The P66-million fund will be  gabion armoring and construc- Residents of Barangay Bu- 
National High School at about used for the 600-lineal-meter tion of the permanent dike at the cayao were curious to see Ms Ar- 
10:10 a.m., where the Presi- reinforced concrete sheet pile Aglubang-Ibulo rivers junction royo and were amused to find 
dent was welcomed by local dike that will be constructed at havenotyet started. that she looked so young. 
government officials led by the Aglubang-Ibulo rivers junc- — This P8-million project, which But the President's visit 
Gov. Arnan Panaligan, Calapan tion, costing P61 million, and includes the purchase of 16 seemed no big deal to some. 
City Mayor Carlos Brucal and the 200-lineal-meterdike at Mt. hectares of land, will serve as a "Мете becoming poorer and 
Rep. Rodolfo Valencia. Muyod in Mag-asawang Tubig, first line of defense in case of poorer,” said Paulina Matre, a res- 
After a closed-door briefing costing P4.5 million. heavy rains and overflowing of identof Bucayao. 
with local officials, Ms Arroyo These dikes are meant to the Bucayao River. Vice Gov. Estela Aceron noted 
traveled to the Bucayao River control the strong flow of water Provincial engineer Elever Di- that there was really nothing new 
via the Strong Republic Nauti- into Bucayao River, which caus- lay said the provincial govern- with the President's visit. 
tal Highway, which was closed ез the latter to overflow and ment was targeting to complete The press conference or media 
during the recent floods, amid flood the City of Calapan and this in 20 days. interacdon announced earlier was ; 
tight security. nearby municipalities ‘This wil be followed by the canceled and the President and her | P 
Tt the site of the damaged Before the construction of rechanellngoftheBucayaoRiveron entourage quickly left as the rain B. To. ы) 
protection dike, she listened to the permanent dikes, the NIA private property that will be bought started to pour at the site. Marciano А 
їп update оп the proposed willputgabionsatthe Bucayao by the provincial government. T Virola Jr, PDI Southern Luzon PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo greets some flood victims in Calapan 
flood control project from local riverbank to prevent the latter This P5-million project, to be Bureau City who were rescued from floodwaters, LYNRILLONIPOI PHOTO 
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Mayor sued | : А x i5 Noon marks 
for murder Mes ga Ca а Pangasinan 
for slay k oe ; p" C дё town's New 
of radioman Ж A 36 „Гу Year feast 


, 5 б: Чч DAGUPAN CITY—WHILE THE 
By Nestor P Burgos Jr. so rest of the county is catching up 
PDI Visayas Bureau к, * on sleep because of New Year's Eve. 
y й revelry, residents of a village here 
Ша CITY- THE ‘REGIONAL E P ? prepared for their own version of 
State, Prosectors, Ge Шш УЧ d New Year celebration on Jan. 1. 
charged with murder a town may- NW Barangay Pogo Grande is known 
or of Aklan for the killing in 2004 j T for being a maker of firecrackers 
of broadcaster Herson Hinolan af- S S : 5 and fireworks and every year the 
ter it reinvestigated the case. N А А ы 3 producers and the residents gather 
In a six-page resolution dated se h Я i y ў together at noon on Jan. 1 to ex- 
Dec. 5, 2005, Assistant Regional E Y r Д 4 plode unsold firecrackers. 
State Prosecutor Virgilio Garcia This is the 12th year that this 
ordered the filing of murder event is done, according to for- 
against Lezo town Mayor Alfredo mer barangay chair Jojo Ramos, 
“Fred” Arcenio at the Aklan Re- “Every year, more residents get 
gional Trial Court Branch 2. j К » involved in the merrymaking and 
‘The resolution amended the \ BYE ощ more people from other places 
homicide charge filed on March 3, bA { ай ы p : are coming to join in the celebra- 
2005 against Arcenio by the Aklan ý ү tion. ha said. 
Provincial Prosecutors Office. 1 SPAM id But this year marks a happy 
In his resolution, Garcia said Ў “Д4 difference. 


7 А balikbayan from the village ar- 
that based on testimony given by " e ith " njie de Vera, Daniel Parantac, Kariza Kris Chan, and their trainer, Tsing Tsong Tsai. 
that based on zestimony given by BAGUIO'Snew petsareshown with wushu players Ва jie de Vera, Daniel Parantac, Kariz g Tsong a CM etude 


pede RD Eo т 
gar, Marjorie Icamina and Eddie no business loss on their part now. 
Күлү uer B D Li f d € t , Some residents, including 
о Baguio gets pair of dragons as new реб онаи 
he saw Arcenio shoot Hinolan, Crackers to help the small manu- 
* Garcia, who conducted the 


facturers from the village. 
reinvestigation after ће Aklan BAGUIO CITY—THIS CITY HAS “Ме are deeply honored to and wisdom. cymbalists who will set the ‘Together, the am ded 
Provincial Prosecutors Office reason to be happy for the New һауе Baguio chosen as recipient,” Traditionally, the longer the rhythm and the guide who will more than 60,000 pieces of fire- 
asked to be inhibited from the Year. It has a new pair of pets in he said. dragon the more successful the entice the dragon with a pearl or crackers, which they hung 10 feet 
case, said there was treachery in tow and they will givethe citythe Не said the dragons would be community becomes, Candelar- atorch at night. from the ground crisscrossing the 
the killing of Hinolan. good luck it badly needs. debuting during the local New iasaid. Before getting the dragon, the main road of the village. 
Pee a 2008, the Akan RTC eS ee nom more Year celebration on Jan, 29 as “Acquiring the dragon is one city only has a pair of dancing it the йд were lighted 
Branch 2 suspended йе атыра: by his sereen name of Teng Tong velles the Baguio Flower Festival thing. Getting people ‘a dance it ss which hae oy ae naps end by кш De a 
a Tsai, said Baguio is only the third in Februa is another thing, he sai lancers working inside ther о a a 

provincial prosecto’s office о dy after Manila ao е n aeons are madeofbam- Candelaria, who was one of Although the routines oftheli Bong Валовий ед 
teinvestigate the case after Hi- have a pair of dragons. boo, wood, rattan, wires, cloth the trainers of the victorious оп are more acrobatic and ex- | ter the «ые а 
siolan’s lawyer Napoleon Oduca- «We hope to debut on Jan. 29 and paper. wushu sanshou team during last haustive, those of the dragon Reus bios do Po Ried 
dequesionediereshion when we welcome the Year of A revered dragon traditionally month's Southeast Asian Games, need more coordination м dome of the food. wer 
Ш n h the Dog,” said Candelaria. “They should have the horns of a stag, said he is now training 60 people grace. 5 bos 
tivo days after he was repeatedly wii] bring peace and А eyes of a demon, scales of ish, to handle the two dragons. "Ies like coaching a basketball ag nis Com. onan ee 
shotin the back by alone gunman to the city.” ws of an angle, foorpads ofa “Ме need nine people to hold team rather than a wushu team,” = unsold firecrackers and helped set 
outside а carnival at the town "° The dragons are both 70-foot tiger ears of a bull and whiskers цр the tail with poles and one ro Candelaria said. "We are fol" цр thestrngs along the vilage road, 
proper of Kalibo, Aklan. Jong and cost P80,000 each. of acat. tee the head. We need three ing the Fu Shao style of dragon "Сеп and adults. alike 

He was station manager of °'Candelaria said the dragons Тһе dragon is associated by batches of dancers when they dancing from Singapore, whichis milled around the street to enjoy 
AYIN Bombo Radyo in Kaliboand were given to the Chinese com. the Chinese not only with peace perform because the movements тоте acrobatics he added. thefireworks. — Yolanda Sotelo- 
hosted the station's morning 0:05 тупіў of the city as a gift from and prosperity but аво with are so exhaustive” he snid, Frank Cimatu, PDI NorthernLu- Fuertes, PDI Northern Luzon 
Sempre ni нар Chinese government, longevity luc strength, dignity There are also drummers and zon Bureau Bureau 
not only attended with impunity j А f жЕ 
but that the act proceeded from a 1 h t 
pce US troops to take part in Sulu humanitarian mission 

He said the accused fired three 
successive shots ee” ZAMBOANGACITI—ABALIKADAN receive additional US forces that used forthe exercise. Buk of the cene that kind of success in; Adan also stressed that the ac- 

ssunable ro defend himself, ij. депе, the same as the one con- will be coming in the area (Su- fund, Zimmer said, wil be spent Sulu also. If не сап find success tivity simply downplays the is- 
bi, supported by testimonies of ducted in Basilan in 2002, will ап 1ш), Linder said. оп humanitarian projects. there, we would like to extend to sue of strained ties with the US 
defense witnesses that he was in Sulu this month, But he refused to give more Linder said the US forces who other archipelago. We've been in following allegations of US sol- 
defense witnesses Вак шше Н- US Col, James Linder, com- details, only saying that п willbe in Sulu will be ‘predomi, contact With the political leaders diers raping a Filipina in Olon- 
nolan was shot. manderatthcJointSpecial Oper. "large amount of money" will nantly engineers, doctors, con- and military leaders of Tawi- gapo Gy S 

‘The mayor claimed hewas inNu- ations Task Force Philippines be spent by the US government structing crews, to build schools, Tawi," Linder said. On Jan. 17, a month-long joint 
mandaandlezotownsonNow13, (SOTPP), told reporters that for the activity. dig some wells, and hopefully Outgoing Southern Command Philippine-United States antiter- 
ancl a dopa thenest day. more US soldiers will be arriving In October last year Lt Col, move into other areas) ifwecan chief Là Geh Edilberto Adan said rorism exercise will start in Car- 
^ Citing jurisprudence, Garcia in Sulu, Mark Zimmer, public affairs off find great success there.” that what the US personnel will men, North Cotabato, Julie S. 
Gg liasa defense de. "Yes, Balikatan will happen im cer ofthe JSOTRR told the noume "We found great success in be doing in Sul is not Balikatan Alipala and Jeoffrey Maitem, 
serves the barest consideration.” the next couple of weeks. We will pr that about $700,000 will be Basilan and we are hoping to but Bayanihan exercise.” PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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SHOELESS SHOEMAKER 


for other people for 40 years. 


He may be surrounded by shoes but Carlos Ergano, 70, 


says he cannot afford to buy himself a new pair. Ergano has been repairing shoes 


Boy diagnosed with 
suspected meningo 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. The boy was taken to the hospi- 
tal at about 10 p.m. Monday be- 
cause of high fever. 

Physicians who treated him 
"confirmed, based on initial tests" 
that the boy had the dreaded dis- 
ease, Lustre said. 

From the hospital, he was trans- 
ferred to the San Lazaro Hospital 
at about 3:30 am. yesterday for 
proper treatment. 

Lustre said the boy appeared to 
be doing well as he still seemed 
strong. 

"The hospital officials told us it 
was good we were able to transfer 
the boy immediately. His chances 
of surviving are high,” Lustre 
added. 

Confirmatory tests to verify if 
the boy really has meningococ- 
cemia will be released in three 
days. 


Aquino murder convict 
killed by another man? 


THE EMERGENCY ROOM OF THE 
Amang Rodriguez Medical Center 
(ARMC) in Marikina City was 
closed for several hours yesterday 
morning after a 4-year-old boy ad- 
mitted to the hospital was diag- 
nosed with the dreaded meningo- 
coccemia. 

"We stopped operations for 
about two hours because we had 
to clean the area,” ARMC Director 
Ricardo Lustre told the INQUIRER. 

He also ordered at least 12 
physicians, nurses and janitors 
"who came into close contact with 
the victim to take doses of prophy- 
laxis. 

Relatives of the boy, as well as 
his other neighbors in Barangay 
Malanday who had contact with 
him, were also given medicine. 


JoacNDoC 


Recto accuses ex-lover 
of kidnapping son 


By Edson C. Tandoc fr. 


FITNESS EXPERT PLINKY RECTO HAS AC- 
cused her former lover, whom she had already 
charged with domestic abuse last year, of ab- 
ducting their one-year-old son in Mandaluy- 
ong City yesterday morning. 

"The father of my son is a notorious gangster. 
He kidnapped my son this morning,” Recto said 
yesterday. 

Her lawyer antiounced they were prepared to 
‘do all legal means possible at the soonest possi- 
ble time” to get the boy back. 

"What puzzled Recto and her lawyer, Viriato 
Dupaya, was the court order her former lover 
carried with him when he took their son from 
her home at the Wack-Wack Heights Condo- 
minium on Lee Street in Barangay Addition 
Hills, 

While Recto filed a case against her lover 
in the Mandaluyong City Regional Trial last. 
year, it now turns out that he also filed a case 


against her in Negros Occidental. 

Both cases cited the same law, Republic Act 
9262, which is known as the Ant-Violence 
Against Women and Their Children Act of 
2004. 

The father, a wealthy lawyer in Negros Occi- 
dental, easily walked past the security guards of 
the usually strictly secured compound, armed 
with a court order from the Regional Trial Court 
Branch 62 in Bago City, Negros Occidental. 

He was assisted by a court sheriff and at least 
eight operatives of the Criminal Investigation 
and Detection Group-National Capital Region, 
Recto said. 

"He had a court order which he showed to 
ош officer-in-charge. We had no choice but to 
let him in,” a security guard told the INqunex. 

In his petition before the Bago City RTC, Rec- 
тоз former lover claimed she has not been a re- 
sponsible mother, always leaving their son to 
the care of their maids. 

Recto's friends quickly said the contents of 


Rebellion case hits another snag 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


"THE PROCEEDINGS IN THE REBELLION CASE 
filed against terror suspects were stalled anew 
yesterday after the new judge handling the case 
"ordered its transfer to another family court. 

Makati Regional “Trial Court (RTC) Branch 
144 Judge Evelyn Arcaya-Chua announced in 
open cour that she was inhibiting herself from 
the case, involving alleged members and leaders 
ofthe Rajah Solaiman Movement (RSM) and the 
Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG), out of delicadeza. 

"The judge feels that since she has a pending 
case in the DOJ (Department of Justice) where. 
She is the respondent in her personal capacity 
she might as well voluntarily inhibit herself” said 
lawyer Raymund Palad, one of the private de- 
fense counsel. 

"The DOJ can either recommend the filing or 
dismissal of the case against her, so, to forestall 
any doubt that she will be biased in this [rebel- 


Murder suspects charged 
THE MAKATI Police Department (MPD) has filed 
charges of murder and attempted murder against 11 
robbery suspects who kiled a Макай policeman last 
week. Charged were Felix Ponting, Allan Capuno, 
Aychie Sevilla, Armando Villanueva, Roselyn Blanca, 
‘who were all arrested by the police, and six other 
unidentified suspects who remain at large. An addi- 
tional charge of illegal possession of explosives was 
filed against Blanca, as the police found an M26 frag- 
‘mentation grenade inside her bag when they arrested 
her. The charges were filed in the Makati City Prose- 
cutor's Office on Saturday, two days after РОЗ Aveli- 
no Santos died while on patrol at around 10 a.m. on 
Dec. 28. Santos had approached the vehicle after he 
noticed that the occupants were acting suspiciously. 
The suspects, however, pulled him Inside the vehicle 
and shot him dead. Senior Supt. Efren Ysulat, MPD 
Deputy Chief for Administration, said Santos would 
soon be recommended for posthumous promotion. 
Tarra V. Quismundo 


Not the weaker sex 
A SUSPECTED robber got more than he bar- 


lion] case... she decided to inhibit herself," Palad 
explained. 

"The rebellion case against the RSM and ASG 
members was filed by the DOJin November. The 
suspects included alleged RSM leader Hilarion 
Santos, his wife Hannah, a 17-year-old girl and 
ASG leader Khadaffy Janjalani. They were ac- 
cused of involvement in several bombing attacks 
which had taken place in Metro Manila and key 
cities in the provinces. 

The case had been transferred to Arcaya- 
Chua's sala from a regular court in December af- 
ter the defense proved that one of the accused 
‘was a minor. Court rules require designated fam- 
ily courts to handle cases involving minors. 

With the judges announcement, the case 
would again be re-raffled to Makati RTC's three 
remaining family cours. 

“We can't do anything, its the right of the 
judge to voluntarily inhibit themselves,” Palad 
said. 


| METROBRIEFS 


gained for when he 
tried to grab the gun 
ofa policewoman in- 
side a passenger bus 
їп Caloocan City at 
around Monday 
noon. POT Marilou 
Ricardo, 27, as- 
signed at the National 
Capital Region Mar- 
itime Group, reacted 
quickly when Raymond Bulla, 26, tried to take her 
Qun which was in a holster hanging on her waist. 
"Had the suspect succeeded in snatching the 
firearm, he could have used It to rob the bus pas- 
sengers," the Investigator, SPO1 Ferdinand 
Sarmiento, said in his report. "The policewoman 
reacted by twisting the arm of the suspect wh 
‘screamed in pain,” one of the witnesses told the 
police. The suspect tried to fight back but he 
proved no match for Ricardo, a hand-to-hand 
Combat expert. Other bus passengers also helped 
‘subdue Bulla. Found in his pockets were sachets 
‘which were later found to contain shabu. 

Nancy C. Carvajal 


ILLUSTRATION STEPH BO. 


By Jocelyn R. Uy may have been the one who 
stabbed Estelo. 

He had seen Calamba, also a 
member of the BCJ, drinking with 
Ocenar all day on Saturday, the 
inmate told the INQUIRER. 

"We haven't seen him around 
(the maximum compound) after 
the incident, (is) as if he's in hid- 
ing,” said the inmate. 

Fr. Robert Olaguer, who had 
befriended the Aquino-Galman 
convicts, said that although he 
has his own theories about the in- 
cident, he will wait for the results 
of the probe being conducted by 
the NBP's Investigation Section. 

“after the investigation is fin- 
ished, we could compare notes,” 
Olaguer told the INQUIRER. 

‘Another NBP insider said that 
Estelo’s death may have had 
something to do with the man- 
agement of the multi-purpose 
covered cour that convicted 
child rapist and ex-Zamboanga 
congressman Romeo Jalosjos 
built for the inmates’ use. 

Estelo acted as the overseer of 
the multi-purpose covered court 
while Ocenar was relieved from 
his post as the facility's gate offi- 
cer in mid-December. 

The insider added that the BCJ 
wanted to take control of the cov- 
ered court 


А THIRD PARTY MAY HAVE 
been involved in the killing of one 
of the 16 soldiers convicted for the 
murder of opposition politician 
Benigno Aquino Jr. and Rolando 
Galman in 1983, said a New Bili- 
bid Prisons (NBP) insider. 

Retired police sergeant Cordo- 
va Estelo was stabbed dead in the. 
right side, near his chest, by 
Manuel Ocenar, a fellow inmate 
at the maximum security com- 
pound, on New Year's Eve. 

Quoting witnesses, the NBP in- 
sider told the Inquimen yesterday 
that before Estelo was killed, he 
grappled with Ocenar for posses- 
sion of his .25-cal. pistol. 

“It is common knowledge here 
that Ocenar is left handed,” he 
said. 

If he had stabbed Estelo with 
his right hand, then the latter 
should have sustained a wound in 
his left side, he noted. 

Ocenar, also called "Kalawit" 
for his deftness with a knife, isthe 
head of the Batang City Jail gang 
inside the prison, 

Estelo's co-inmate, who asked 
not to be named for security rea- 
sons, said that a certain Berting 
Calamba could have helped out 
Ocenar during the scuffle and 


the petition, a copy of which they obtained only 
yesterday, were "not rue.” 

Judge Henry Trocino granted Recto's former 
lover “temporary custody" of their son as well as 
а 30-day protection order barring her from go- 
ing near him, based on court documents Recto 
showed to reporters, 

Ironically, Recto had also secured a 30-day 
temporary protection order against her former 
over from the Mandaluyong City Regional Trial 
Court last year 

“We will question the propriety of the tempo- 
rary protection order. We will fle the appropri- 
ate legal remedies," Dapaya said. 

Her former lover arrived about 10:30 a.m. 
yesterday while she was in a meeting at the Ate- 
neo De Manila University in Quezon City, Recto 
said 

"We begged him not to take the baby because 
Ms Plinky was not here. But he just yelled back 
at us,” one of Весто two housemaids told in- 
vvestigators. 
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Stop Hair Loss Now. 
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8 Record-breakers 
look forward to 


B Old 
foes 
welcome 
Hingis 
back /A19 


Barako seek 
semis berth 


Phone Pals take on Express 


REFRESHED BY THE CHRIST- 
mas holiday break, Red Bull 
Barako and Barangay Gine- 
bra dispute the second and 
last semifinal slot today at the 
resumption of the San Mig 
Coffee-PBA Fiesta Conference 


atthe Cuneta Astrodome. 

The Barako and the Gin Kings split their 
matches in the conference, where they finished 
the classification round with identical 9-7 
records. 

But the Barako will have to adapt to a different 
type of opponent, which is far from the up-and- 
down Gin Kings they met in the preliminaries. , 

Chris Porter has been giving the Gin Kings an 
added leverage inside the paint after replacing 
Sean Lampley while Marc Caguioa’s game is 
peaking at the right time. 

“They're а different team from the one we bat- 
бей before because of their import,” said Red Bull 
Barako coach Yeng Guiao. "But we've proven 
‘ourselves against them and the biggest thing now 
isto win the playoff.” 

The winner of the 7:25 p.m. contest books an 
automatic ticket together with early qualifier 
Purefoods Chunkee in the best-of-five semifinals, 

‘The loser serdes for a quarterfinal slot along 
with the winner of the Talk "М Text-Air21 clash 
earlier at 4:40 p.m, 

With a possible replacement waiting in the 


GAMES TODAY 
(Cuneta Astrodome) 
4:40 pm—Talk'N 
Tex vs А21 
725 p.m.—Red Bull 
Barako vs Barangay 
Ginebra 


wings, Quemont Greer 
will have to prove his 
worth and convince 
the Red Bull manage- 
ment that changing 
imports in midstream 
is not advisable. 

Greer has been 
complaining of knee 
and foot ailments as reasons for his mediocre per- 
formances lately forcing team officials to put 6- 
foot-6 James Penny on stand by 

Enrico Villanueva, Mick Pennisi and Paolo Bu- 
gia will have their hands fll containing the Gine- 
bra frontiine while Lordy Tugade, Junthy Valen- 
zuela and rookie Larry Fonacier must find ways 
to stop Jayjay Helterbrand and Caguioa. 

“For sure they will пу to stop our big men and 
guards but we're ready to make adjustments any- 
time,” said Barangay Ginebra coach Siot Tan- 
quingcen, whose Kings made the playoff after 
beating the Alaska Aces on Christmas day. 

"Right now, we're working on our executions. 
Tm sure it will be а fest game," he added. 

But if theres one thing that motivates the 
Kings to beat the Barako, з their hunger for 
venge after Red Bull eliminated the crowd 
vorites in the quarterfinals last conference. 

“We don't want that to happen again. Aside 
from the semifinal seat, pride is also at stake,” 
said Tanquingcen. 

“The winning team will enjoy a three-week rest 
and the hoary of watching the fight for survival in 
the wildcard and quarterfinal rounds. June Navarro 


H 


ERIC Menk is expected to carry the load for Ginebra again. яхалтовлсал. 


2 more crack sparmates in Morales camp 


A PAIR OF FORMER WORLD- 
ranked fighters have been com- 
missioned yesterday by Erik "El 
Terrible" Morales to spar with 
him at the Queretaro Mountains 
as he plunges into the most cru- 
cial weeks of training for his Jan. 
21 rematch with Filipino champi- 


оп Manny Pacquiao. 


The latest addition brings to 


seven the number 
mates—all 
MORALES 


southpaws—who 
take turns in honing the boxing 


skills of the three-division former 
world champion from Tijuana, 
Mexico. 

‘American Freddie Norwood, 
who reigned as WBA feather- 
‘weight champ from 1998 to 2000, 
and Daniel Attah, a Nigerian super 
featherweight, have arrived at the 
(Queretaro to join Morales and his 
team of fighters and physical con- 
ditioning coaches. 

Already in the camp with 
Morales are Raymundo "Pana- 


of spar- 


dero" Gonzalez, Pirri Leyva and 
Betillo Guttierez. Set to arrive 
this week to join them are Steven 
Luevano and Fernando "Wary" 
Belran. 

Raul Robles, Morales’ physical 
conditioning coach, revealed last 
Saturday that his ward had run 
the well-known Cerro del Cu- 
bilete (Hill of the Tumblers) in 
Mexico, a nine-kilometer ascent, 
and did itina little more than one 
hour. 


Meanwhile, Pacquiao is report- 
edly holding a teleconference 
with members of the media today 
from his base at the Wild Card 
Gym. The Filipino star will an- 
swer queries from journalists, 
who will be briefed on his prepa- 
rations for the rematch. 

Morales, for his part, is set to 
hold his teleconference tomor- 
row from his training base in 
Mexico. Salven L. Lagumbay, 
contributor 


PSA renews ties with regular backer 


LONGTIME PARTNER OF LOCAL SPORTS IS AGAIN 
lendinga big hand when the Philippine Sportswriters 
Association (PSA) honors the top sports achievers ОЁ 
2005 during its Annual Awards Night on Jan. 14 at the 
Manila Pavilion. 

For the nth time, Photokina marketing, the company 
behind top energy drink Red Bull, renewed its parner- 
ship with the country’s sportswriting fraternity which 
made the victorious Team Philippines in the recent 23rd 

* Southeast Asian Games its Athlete of the Year for 2005. 

Philippine Olympic Committee (POC) president Jose 
“Peping” Cojuangco Jr. will be the guest of honor and 
speaker the two-hour award rites also expected to be 
graced by the country's other top sports officials. 

"Again we appreciate the whole-hearted support Pho- 
tokina s extending us in ensuring that the Annual 


Awards Night will be a big success again," said PSA presi- 
dent Jimmy Cantor of Malaya. "We are also grateful to 
‘Mr George Chua for helping us again." 

Chua is the executive vice president of Photokina, а 
regular sponsor of the yearly awards rites, while Red Bull 
has been a constant supporter of the weekly PSA Forum. 

‘Tapped to host this year’s affair, to be shown on a de- 
layed basis over NBN-4, is amateur basketball star Alex 
Compton and popular sports broadcaster Patricia 
Bermudez-Hizon. 

Charming diver Shiela Mae Perez, winner of three. 
gold medals in the biennial meet, wil accept the huge 
trophy in behalf of Team Philippines, which captured ће 
overall tie for the first time since it began competing in 
the SEA Games in 1977. 

“Twenty two athletes, among them boxing sensation 


Manny Pacquiao, golf star Jennifer Rosales and Perez, 
will be the recipients of major awards from the country's 
oldest media organization. 

Allthe 113 gold medal winners in the SEA Games on. 
the other hand, will be bestowed special citations. 

Heading the list of entities and personalities to be giv- 
еп citations is San Miguel Corp. which doled out P100 
million to the First Gentleman's Foundation as part of the 
athletes training for the SEA Games. 

For scoring a six gold-medal romp in the SEA Games, 
the Philippine Dragon Boat Federation was unanimously 
voted as the most outstanding national sporis association 
while the Philippine Paralympics team will be handed 
outa special award. 

‘The Para Games RP contingent bagged a record 22 
gold medals in the 3rd ASEAN Para Games. 


The first time I tried Petron Xtra Unleaded, I drove from Novaliches to Lucena City. 
Since then, I noticed that my car's engine performed better and my fuel lasted longer, 


topped using my former gasoline brand and switched to Petron Xtra Unleaded. 


NO, ATTORNEY-AT-LAW 


120 solons 


increased 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


THINGS ARE FINALLY LOOKING UP FOR 
Philippine sports. 

As an offshoot of the country’s winning the 
23rd Southeast Asian Games last month, at least 
120 congressmen have signed a resolution in- 
creasing the budget for RP sports to as high as 
P250 million a year. 

Bacolod Rep. Monico Puentevella said the 
new budget for the Philippine Sports Commis- 
sion is “a done deal" because among the signato- 
ries are members of the powerful House budget 
and appropriations committee. 

"We also presume that the senators will join 
us in this crusade as a reward for the superb per- 
formance of our athletes," said Puentevella, who 
is also the vice president of the Philippine 
Olympic Committee. 

The PSC budget, which has been cut drastical- 
ly by the past administrations, is currently at an 
all-time low of P26 million from as high as P200 
million during the time of President Ramos. 

“After getting more than 120 signatories we 
feel very optimistic that the PSC budget is now a 
done deal. | thank all our colleagues especially in 
the appropriations committee,” Puentevella 
said 

“We now must move forward toward greater 
heights. Our athletes need this essential push to 
attain our objective, be it in the forthcoming 
Asian Games or the Olympics in 2008," added 
Puentevella, who also served as PSC commis- 
sioner fora record seven years. 

"The resolution came on the heels of President 
Macapagal-Arroyo's renewed call to support RP 
sports with emphasis on 10 disciplines that could 
give the country its first Olympic gold in Beijing 
two years from now. 

“This move will show our athletes that we are 
not only with them when we celebrate their vic- 
tories in behalf of the nation but also that we аге 
fully supportive of them when they prepare and 
train for future competitions in order to bring 
more honor and prestige to our country” 
Puentevella said. 

Aside from the national athletes’ monthly 
stipend and meal allowances, the PSC spends for 
the upkeep of the government-owned sports fa- 
cilities like the Rizal Memorial Sports Complex 
and the Philsports in Pasig. 

The agency also gets a monthly share from the 
‘earnings ofthe Philippine Amusement and Gam- 
ing Corporation amounting to an average of P22 
million го fund the training ofthe national athletes 
through the National Sports Development Fund. 

The SEAG-winning athletes have been re- 
warded cash incentives on top of an all-expense 
paid trip to Hong Kong Disneyland through the 
First Gentleman's Foundation. 


AWARDEES: SEA Games triple gold medalist 
Shiela Mae Perez (right) with synchronized 
springboard partner Cesell Domenios, aP 


Z GORRES (right) and Czar Amonsot, in 
‘sweatshirts due to the cold LA weather, will start. 
training under Freddie Roach today. razcxnccor 
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Roach trains Gorres, Amonsot 


TOPRANKED ORIENTAL AND PACIFIC 
Boxing Federation super flyweight Z 
Gorres and WBO Asia Pacific super 
featherweight king Cezar Amonsot start 
their rigid training today under ace 
trainer Freddie Roach at the American's 
Wild Card Gym in Los Angeles. 

Filipino trainer Edito "Ala" Villamor, in 
a message to Philboxing com, said Gorres 
and Amonsot will finally be going 
through serious gym training after doing 
mostly jogging, skipping rope and shad- 
cow-boxing since their arrival last Dec. 27. 

"Despite the holiday season where 


parties and foods were in abundance, 
Gorres and Amonsot strictly adhered to 
their desciplined diet by avoiding sweet 
and fatty foods to maintain their training 
weights, Villamor told Philboxing.com. 

There is a strong possibility that 
Samuel Lopez, who isa protegé of Guilty 
Promotions and earlier lined up to face 
Gorres, may not be fighting the Filipino 
as the promoter has not confirmed their 
encounter 

But Amonsot's date with Arturo Quin- 
tero has already been decided. 

Gorres and Amonsot are scheduled to 


spar tomorrow against separate boxers, 
although the bigger Amonsot will most. 
likely not spar with Manny Pacquiao be- 
cause of his southpaw stance. 

Pacquiao is also training at the Wild 
Card gym for his rematch on Jan. 21 
with Morales, who is a right-hander. 

Gorres and Amonsot will train two 
weeks at the Wild Card gym and then 
will motor to Las Vegas for the last phase 
of their training for their fight on Feb 3, 

While in Las Vegas, former JMP trai 
er Tony Martin will play host to ће fight- 
em. Salven L. Lagumbay, Contributor 


Record-breakers look 
forward to cash bonuses 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


IS THERE A CASH INCENTIVE FOR BREAKING A 


Southeast Asian Games record? 


‘Ameil Ferreira, one of only two Filipino athletes to 
set a new SEAG mark during the recent Games, asked 
this question yesterday from his hometown in 
Cauayan, Negros Occidental, a three-hour ride from 


Bacolod City. 


record breakers,” said the 24-year-old thrower, who 
hurled the men’s hammer to a distance of 60.47 me- 
ters, erasing the 12-year-old record of 58.80m set by 


Wong Tee Kui of Malaysia. 


He told the INQuinza that he didn’t want to sound 
materialistic, but Philippine Sports Commissioner 
Ambrosio de Luna had told him that an incentive for 


SEAG record-breakers can be worked out. 


‘The only other Filipino athlete to match Ferreira's 
feat was long jumper Henry Dagmil, who cleared 


9.81m to better the old mark of 7.79m. 


“тез okay to win a gold medal in the SEA Games, 
but winning itin record fashion is something special 
because you managed to raise the bar of competi- 
tion,” said Ferreira, who was recently promoted from 
Airman second class to Airman first class in the 


Philippine Air Force. 


‘The soft-spoken Ferreira rued ће fact that heand 
Dagmil have been overlooked in favor of fellow ath- 
Jetes who won multiple gold medals in the biennial 


Games. 


Ferreira, who received P100,000 and joined the 
First Gentleman Foundation-sponsored trip to Hong 
Kong for his golden performance, said he would use 
the money for training in case he can't find a sponsor 
for this year’s Asian Games in Doha, Qatar. 

‘The two-time SEAG champion is flying back to 
Manila today after treating his parents and relatives 


to a New Year party in Cauayan. 


Penang Lawn Tenis Associatie 


КЫ CEMUE REO 


pues 


BiG IN MALAYSIA 


ss, 


Filipino junior netters Sally Mae Siso, Jacob Lagman, Bernardine Siso, Roman 
Floreza and Martina Guba join the other winners in the recent Selangor 


International Age Group Tennis Champi 


ships. The Philippine team was 


represented in the international competition by the Milo squad of champions. 


“ shared my blessings with the people who have 
been praying for me,” said Ferreira, who also won a 
gold in the Vietnam SEAG in 2003. “But I saved half 
of my prize money. also need to save for the future.” 
He was attending high school in St. Columban’s 
‘Academy when his throwing skills were discovered. 
He developed them further in national-level competi- 
tions while representing Binalbagan Catholic College. 


5 
"I heard that there could be a cash incentive for the MESO PLS 


Ferreira sai 


of five meters 


id the current Asian Games standard of 


78 meters and the continental record of 84 meters 
мете way off his personal best. 

But Ferreira, who in his first SEAG stint in 2001 
threw 50 meters, said he has been improving at a rate 


every two years. This, he agrees, could 


only mean something good for him in Doha or even in 
the Beijing Olympics in 2008. 


tennis circuit 


COLLEGIATE STANDOUTS FROM THE 
south dominated the final tournament 
of the 2005 Adidas Tennis Circuit held 
last month at the Alta Vista courts їп 
Cebu City. 

‘Janji Soquino of the University of 
Cebu Webmaster, Floreza Alesna of the 
University of San Carlos, Macy Solon 
of Dumaguete University and Univer- 
sity of the Visayas’ Karl Canete and 
Francis Largo ruled their respective di- 
visions. 

‘Meanwhile, the Adidas Tennis Chal- 
lenge incorporated several inter-colle- 
giate tournaments in its calendar last 
year and gave the powerhouse colle- 
giate squads another arena to strut 


their stuff. 

University of Santo Tomas, Poly- 
technic University of the Philippines, 
La Salle, San Beda, San Sebastian and 
the University of the Philippines, to 
name a few, have all seen action in the. 
circuit and figured prominently. 

Other schools from the ШААР and 
the NCAA are expected to sign up this 
year. 

The Adidas netfest, organized by 
the CTW with support from Milo, 
Globe Gentext and Snickers, also held 
events in Cagayan de Oro, Mandaluy- 
ong Tennis Club, UP-Diliman Tennis 
Club and at the Eusebio Tennis Club in 
Pasig last year. 


Secretary Reyes, Mayor Atienza versus barangay fascist 


ONCE WE HAVE А WAR, THERE IS ONLY 
one thing to do. It must be won. 

That's not Manny Pacquiao making 
a vow for his biggest fight, one he 
can't afford to lose against Mexican 
Erik Morales, in Las Vegas later this 
month. 

Thats Ernest Hemingway, stressing a 
time-honored theme, in his introduc- 
tion to "Мел at War,” a collection of the 
best war stories of all time, featuring 
Leo Tolstoy, TE. Lawrence, William 
Faulkner, Winston Churchill, Stephen 
Crane and others, 

Hemingway insisted that victory was 
an utmost necessity because defeat 
"brings worse things than any that can 
ever happen in a war.” 

Well, this one is about a small bat- 
tle. 

Тез about how victory was initially 
achieved by a group of poor jeepney 
drivers, who used to be terrorized by 
a fascist barangay chair in that right- 
hand area after the Lambingan 
Bridge in Santa Ana, Manila, 

‘The drivers, who ply the Vergara- 
Kanto stretch in Mandaluyong, start- 
ed the year feeling very thankful now 
that the dreaded barangay official, 
Kaulayaw “Laying” Espinosa, had 
been forced to momentarily give 
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back their right to pick up and unload 
passengers in the busy corner right 
after the Lambingan Bridge. 

Members of the Vergara Drivers 
Association, now headed by hard-hit- 
ting Bening Santos, have been as- 
sured by no less than Interior and Lo- 
cal Governments Secretary Angelo 
Reyes that he would not allow their 
rights to be trampled upon. 

*] cannot tolerate that," Reyes said 
upon reading here about the criminal 
practice of Espinosa, who had refused 
rightful passage to the said drivers, 
while allowing “illegals” from the Boni 
Avenue route to use the busy spot as a 
terminal, 

“I can't allow poor drivers to be vic- 
tims in this case," Reyes explained. 

‘True enough, a DILG team was sent. 
10 investigate what had been initially 
reported here about the malpractice. 

"To repeat, the shameless style of Es- 


pinosa, who continues to milk drivers 
who don’t have official access to the 
passenger-rich spot, had turned that 
choked "area in old Panaderos into a 
devil's gymnasium." 

"Kalmante ngayon, everything OK." 
reported Santos, the newly installed 
head of the drivers from Barangay Ver- 
gara in riverside Mandaluyong, 

By calm, Santos meant the drivers 
under his association are no longer ac- 
costed, threatened and driven by stick- 
wielding toughies away from the pas- 
senger pick-up area. 

"These toughies, of course, have mas- 
tered their fascist ways under Espinosa, 
who feed them crumbs from his enor- 
mous piggy bank that’s regularly filled 
with bribes from the “illegals.” 

You see, this case indeed looks and 
sounds very petty. 

Its no battle at all, if we go by the 
wars Hemingway spoke of. 

However, official records would 
bear that Vergara drivers are really 
the ones who have rightful access to 
the pick-up area after Lambingan. 

But through the machinations of 
Espinosa, the scheming barangay 
head, nearly 300 jeepneys with no 
lawful tickets to pass through the 
foot of Lambingan going to Man- 


daluyong, are allowed to cheat and 
thereby regularly clog traffic, 

Espinosa, in demanding bribes 
from Santos so his members could 
continue using the terminal, had 
openly admitted to the head of the 
Vergara drivers how much he takes 
from four Boni Aventie associations 
every week. 

‘The odd thing here is that, after the 
DILG had paid him a visit, Espinosa ob- 
viously thought he could go on his 
mulcting ways, now that he had also al- 
lowed the Vergara jeepneys their right- 
ful access to the terminal. 

But knowing Secretary Reyes, he 
knows there's no such thing as half- 
baked victories. 

Last heard of, Reyes has assigned Fe- 
liciano Regis of the DILG civil affairs 
section to investigate Espinosa. 

"Once we are through with the 
probe, we forward our findings to the 
City Mayor of Manila, who will make 
the necessary moves,” Regis told the In- 
Quine. 

Knowing Mayor Lito Atienza, he 
won't think twice before turning that 
initial win into a full-scale victory for 
the oppressed drivers, 

‘Atienza won't allow these small peo- 
ple to be defeated again. 
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Lina not giving 
up on BAP 


JUST AS HE HAD 
threatened the last 
time | saw him, 
Talk N Text cager 
Asi Taulava 
showed up with 
wife Ana May at 
Mia Concio'sbirth- 
day party sporting 
his old blond hair- 
do. 

Ina previous so- 
cial ^ gathering 
which he attended about two weels earlier, 
some friends teased Asi about how his clos 
cropped hair and stubby beard had accentu- 
ated his dark features and made him look 
like a terroris 

Right then and there, Asi declared he 
would color his hair yellow again. 

Asi said he went бот blonde to 
brunette—his natural hair color—hoping 
the "pahiyang" would change his luck. At 
that time, he was having enormous prob- 
lems with his citizenship documents. After 
that was settled, he had to contend with 
PBA commissioner Noli Eala, who refused 


toallowhim to play. 


IN HUDDLE 


Beth Celis 


Although the round of socials during 
the Christmas season failed to produce a 
major column item, the informal discus- 
sions were lively and interesting, perhaps 
mainly because the guests we encoun- 
tered were just as equally interesting. 

‘At Mia’s party for example, which was 
held at the sprawling Concio residence at 
La Vista in Quezon City, I met Solar Enter- 
tainment Corp. head honcho William 
Cheng and COO Peter Chianliong for the 
first time. It was also the first time that I 
learned Solar was airing the forthcoming. 
Pacquiao-Morales rematch over ABS- 
CBN, and not RPN-9 where most of the 
Pacquiao fights had been telecast. 

АШ night long, columnist Ronnie 
Nathanielsz, who shared our table, tried 
to pin down Peter for the "real" reason 
behind the shift, but all the Solar official 
would say was that ABS-CBN had ex- 
pressed its interest to air the fight, and the 
offer was one that could not be refused. 

Ronnie was unconvinced. Mia, who is 
president of RPN-9, showed no reaction. 

‘Meanwhile, former PBA marketing man- 
ager Robbie Puno, who now hosts a radio 
program, was eager to be updated on the 
state of Philippine basketball. 

He asked for a prediction. Will the BAP 
be reinstated in the POC? Will the ban on 
the Philippines finally be lifted? 

‘No one at our table could provide an an- 
swer. But Ronnie Nathanielsz did remind 
everyone that BAP president Joey Lina had 
been given a March deadline by Fiba secre- 
tary general Patrick Baumann to come up 
with a new, revitalized ВАР 

No wonder I heard from someone, some- 
where that Joey is very busy these days, 
drafting а new constitution and by-laws for 
the organization. This same person also said 
а revamp is imminent and waned me not 
to be surprised if and when the new table of 
organization is announced to the public 

Thad hoped to bump into Chot Reyes at 
Mia's party, because last year he was there. 
Tye often wondered why Chot has so far 
not resumed his coaching post at Coke. 

T wanted to ask him if the national 
team was still practicing and how he was 
keeping himself busy in the face of the 
continuing national basketball crisis. 

But Chot didn't show up. His close 
buddy Butch Antonio did, however, so 1 
posed the questions to him instead. 
Butch talked about a projected tourney 
for Chot and the national team early this 
‘year, but that's just about all he could say. 
He asked why I wasn't at the Butch 
Maniego event which raised exactly 
P157,000 for the ailing PBL official who is 
undergoing dialysis and needs a kidney 
transplant ASAP 

‘Of course, we had to touch on the contro- 
versial Ateneo-La Salle Dream Game orga- 
nized by Vintage, Bobong Velez being on the 
same table, right in the midst of several Ate- 
neo alumni and Blue Eagles coach Norman 
Black who was seated next to him. Norman 
said the Eagles are now immersed in train- 
ing for the next UAAP season. No, there was 
no pressure nor negative feedback from the 
‘Ateneo alumni and for this, Norman consid- 
cers himself very lucky. 

Now I can't remember what party it was 
where J picked up the report that San 
Miguel Beer import Kevin Freeman and ac- 
tress Jackie Forster are back in each other's 
arms again, despite her pregnancy. From 
‘what gathered, Kevin is willing to serve as 
father of Jackie's child, who had been aban- 
doned by its model-father. According to our 
source, the only problem is, Kevin might be 
replaced soon by the import he replaced, 
Kwan Johnson, who has recovered from his 
injury San Miguel lost two games in a row 
with Kevin at the helm. 

T must've sat two hours right beside Franz 
Pumaren at a New Years Day luncheon, but 
we hardly touched on the eligibility contro- 
versy which is awaiting closure pending the 
UAAP board's decision. 

"Do you think La Salle will be suspend- 
ed?" 1 asked Franz who resigned his coach- 
ing job about two months ago. 

“ро you think it will be?” he answered. 
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Knicks shade Suns 


NEW YORK—STEPHON 
Marbury poured in 32 


Ў. points, including seven 


NEW York's Stephon Marbury tries to shake off Steve Nash with a behind-the-back dribble. кєлї 


Americans rally 


in the third overtime 
period, to guide 
the New York 
Knicks to a 

x. 140-133 
win over 

the 

e Phoenix 
X» Suns at 

Madison 
Square Gar- 


den on Monday. 

Jamal Crawford contributed 29 
points and seven rebounds to the 
New York effort while David Lee 
added a career-high 23 points and 15 
rebounds and Eddy Curry helped out 
with 20 points and 15 boards as the 
Knicks recorded just their second win 
in 12 games. 

Shawn Marion hit for a season- 
high 39 points and 14 boards for 
Phoenix while Steve Nash had 28 


points and a season best 22 assists as 
the Suns fell for the first time in five. 
games. 

‘The Knicks finally wrestled control 
of the contest in the third overtime, 
which opened with Curry nailing a 
three-pointer to put New York on top 
130-127. 

Clinging to a 133-131 lead, Mar- 
bury scored seven straight points as 
the Knicks opened up a 140-131 cush- 
ion then held on to register a victory 
in their first triple-overtime game 
since Feb. 14, 1993. 

It was a well-deserved victory for 
the struggling Knicks, who led much 
of the contest, constructing a 13- 
point advantage early in the third 
quarter. 

‘The Suns, however, responded 
with 12-5 run, clawing their way back 
into the contest and briefly retaking 
the lead late in the fourth at 104-102 
before Curry drained a pair of clutch 
free throws in the final seconds to 
send the game into overtime. 

In Indianapolis, Fred Jones scored 
a season-high 26 points and Stephen 
Jackson added 22 as the Indiana Pac- 
ers rolled to а 115-96 win over the 
Seattle SuperSonics, 

Sarunas Jasikevicius also helped 
out with a career best 20 points as the 


PERTH, АЦЅТААША—ТНЕ 
United States battled back 
from the loss of the fist singles 
match to overcome Russia 2-1 
in round-robin competition at 
the Hopman Cup on Tuesday. 

The victory was the second 
for the United States in the 
mixed team tournament af- 
ter they had defeated Serbia 
and Montenegro by the same 
score on Sunday. 

Svetlana Kuznetsova gave 
Russia the lead by beating 
Lisa Raymond 6-4 6-1 but 
Taylor Dent responded for 
the Americans, defeating 
Yuri Schukin 6-2 6-0 before 
the pair teamed up to clinch 
the tie with a 6-4 6-1 mixed 
doubles victory. 

Former US Open champion 
Kuznetsova made a sluggish 
start, allowing Raymond to 
hold points to win the first 
five games by exploiting the 
lack of depth in the Russian's 
shots and her succession of 
unforced errors. 

However, the American 
was only able to convert on 
one of her eight break points 
in the match, in the opening 


to trip Russians 


game, and Kuznetsova seized 
оп Raymond's profligacy to 
turn the contest around, 

Putting more weight into 
her shots and finding the 
range with her serve, 
Kuznetsova was able to break 
back and level at 3-3, and then 
broke again for the set with a 
winning lob. 

In the second set, 
Kuznetsova held off four 
break points to lead 1-0, 
broke with a stunning fore- 
hand winner down the line to 
lead 2-0 and then broke to 
love to lead 5-1 before finish- 
ing with her ninth ace. 

“I really enjoyed today's 
match," Kuznetsova said. 

*1 didn’t play since Zurich 
in October so I was a bit stiff 
at the start, nervous, did 
many mistakes. But then 1 
got my game going and I was 
pretty happy out there.” 

Dent began as an over- 
whelming favorite against 
299:h-ranked Schukin, who 
was the third choice for Rus- 
sia after injuries to Marat 
Safin and Teimuraz 
Gabashvili. Reuters 


HONG KONG—WORLD NO. 1 
Lindsay Davenport and the Williams 
sisters on Tuesday welcomed Marti- 
na Hingis tennis comeback, with 
Serena Williams saying she's rooting 
for the буе-йте Grand Slam singles 
winner and Davenport observing 
that her rerum is good for the sport. 

“I was actually really excited to 
hear that Hingis was going to 
come back. Honestly, she was 
such a great player in her time 
and her time is still our time,” 
Serena Williams told reporters 
ahead of Hong Kong's Champions 
Challenge exhibition tourna- 
ment, which begins Wednesday. 

“Pm actually rooting for her 
unless, of course, she plays me,” 
she said. 

Herolder sister Venus was like- 
wise enthusiastic and predicted 
Hingis will perform well. 

"T think anything thats an ad- 
dition to women's tennis is awe- 
some and I think she'll do well,” 
she said. 

Davenport said Hingis’ return 
to competitive tennis will draw 
more attention to the women's 
game. 

“у think it adds another great 
story line to women's tennis and 1 
think it's going to be very interest- 
ing to see how she comes back af- 
ter a couple of years away from 


ы 
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HINGIS is all smiles after her doubles victory with Tatiana Golovin. 


Davenport was diplomatic 
when asked if Hingis could climb 
back to the top echelons of wom- 
en's tennis. 

“I mean, each player is defi- 
nitely unique and different so 
we'll obviously see in the next few 
months how Martina is able to 
cope with that, so it's very hard to 
say now,” she said. 


the game,” she said. 


“| think that it's a very, very 


Chance for lesser lights as Tiger, Phil, 
Ernie and Retief sit out Ist PGA event 


LOS ANGELES—IN THE ABSENCE OF TIGER 
Woods, Phil Mickelson and Ernie Els, the 
game's lesser lights have a chance to make an 
impact this week at the PGA Tour's season- 
opening Mercedes Championships in Hawai 

‘World number two Vijay Singh, who faded 
to fifth in last year's tournament after leading 
for the first three days, is the only member of 
the world's top five in the elite field at the Ka- 
palua Resort. 

"Top-ranked Woods, champion in 1997 and 
2000, has decided to skip his usual early-sea- 
son event to spend more time at home after 
playing a full schedule last year. 

“I just need some time away from the 
game,” the US Masters and British Open 
‘champion said on his official website. 

“As much as | enjoy going to Kapalua Re- 
sort, it's been a long season and I have played 
alotof golf. I need a break to recharge my bat- 
teries, let my body heal and hang out with 
family and friends.” 

Woods, who celebrated his 30th birthday 
three days ago, will launch his 2006 cam- 
paign at the Buick Invitational in La Jolla, Cal- 
ifornia later this month. 

US PGA champion Mickelson, twice a win- 
ner of the Mercedes Championships when it 
was staged at La Costa Country Club in Carls- 
bad, California, has opted to miss this week's 
event for the fourth time in five years. 

1n 2004, the San Diego resident was not eli- 
gible to play in the tournament that brings to- 
gether all the winners from the previous PGA 
Tour season 

South African Els, champion at Kapalua’s 


Tg 


VIJAY: Only elite player in field. 


Plantation Course in 2003 with a record tour- 
nament aggregate of 261 and runner-up to 
Woods there in 2000, is another notable ab- 
sentee this week, along with compatriot 
Retief Goosen, the world number four. 
Fifih-ranked Els will miss the first two 
events of the PGA Tour season in an attempt 
to improve on his disappointing form at last 


year's majors. 

‘Big Easy’, as he is affectionately known, 
will not play on American soil until the Nissan 
Open in California in mid-February, the start 
of his serious build-up to the April US Mas- 
ters, ће first major of the year. 

While Woods and company are conspicu- 
ous by their absence this week, Australia's 
Stuart Appleby will have his sights set on join- 
ing Gene Littler in the record books with a 
third successive victory. 

‘Appleby, who held off a furious late charge 
by Singh to triumph at Kapalua in 2004 by а 
shot, became the event's first back-to-back 
winner in 22 years last January with а closing 
round of six-under-par 67. 

“I think every player comes here and 
thinks: "Wow, this is fantastic,” the 34-year- 
old Australian said after his 2005 triumph. 

“But Гуе always had that mentality that it’s 
one shot at a time. That's an attitude that did 
have last year, I know that. 

1 don't win tournaments unless I have that 
mentality” 

‘American Littler won the tournament at 
Desert Inn Country Club in Las Vegas from 
1955 to 1957 when the event was known as 
the Tournament of Champions. 

The 28-strong field for the tournament 
which starts on Thursday will face a re- 
vamped par-73 Plantation Course. 

Ali the greens have been replaced since last 
year, with renovated contours on the putting 
surfaces at the fourth, eighth and 15th. New 
bunkers have been installed on the 15th and 
16th. Reuters 


tough sport. Obviously Martina 
has been one of the best players 
that has ever played, so I'm sure 
she wouldn't be coming back 
unless she felt like she could 
make this transition,” Daven- 
port said. 

Hingis, who retired in 2002 be- 
cause of foot, heel and ankle in- 
juries, won her first match since 
her comeback Monday, beating 


PHILIPPOUSSIS: Back on track 


Philipp 
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in triple overtime 


Pacers ended a four game losing skid. 

Ray Allen led the SuperSonics with 
24 points. 

In Oklahoma City Chris Paul 
scored 24 points and dished out 11 
assists and David West added 20 
points and nine rebounds, sparking 
the New Orleans Hornets to a 103-86 
win over the Charlotte Bobcats. 

In Chicago, Michael Redd scored 
29 points and Maurice Williams 
added 13 points and nine assists as 
the Milwaukee Bucks claimed а 93-92 
win over the struggling Chicago 
Bulls, which slumped to their seventh 
straight defeat. 

In Denver, Kenyon Martin had 24 
points and Carmelo Anthony chipped 
in with 23 as the Nuggets pulled out. 
ofa three game losing skid with 120- 
110 win over the Boston Celtics. 


O'Neal sidelined 

Meanwhile, in Indianapolis, Pacers 
All-Star forward Jermaine O'Neal has 
pneumonia and team officials were 
uncertain here Monday when he 
would play or practice with the Na- 
tional Basketball Association team. 

O'Neal did not play in a 115-96 victo- 
ty over Seattle and together with the ab- 
sence of Ron Artest, inactive since de- 
manding a trade, the Pacers are without 
twooftheir major players. Reuters 


Old foes welcome Hingis back 


Venezuela's Maria Vento-Kabchi 
6-2, 6-1 їп the first round of the 
Australian women's hardcourt 
championship on the Gold Coast. 
She will play in the Australian 
Open, which she has won three 
times. 

The Swiss player has said the 
standard of women’s tennis has 
risen since she left the game and 
that she has to improve. 

Others in the field of eight 
women in Hong Kong are reign- 
ing US Open champion Belgian 
Kim Clijsters, world No. 8 Russi 
Elena Dementieva, India's Sa 
Mirza, the Czech Republic's 
Nicole Vaidisova and Chinas 
Zheng Jie. 

"The Williams sisters said they 
are feeling physically fit after be- 
ing bogged down by injuries late 
last year. 

Serena won the Australian 
Open in 2005 and Venus won 
Wimbledon, but the sisters fad- 
ed later in the year, with neither 
qualifying for the season-end- 
ing WTA Championships. Sere- 
па played only 28 matches all 
year. 

"Injuries are part of sports, but 
right now, (Tm) solid,” Venus 
Williams said. 

Davenport, who turns 30 in 
June, dismissed talk of retire- 
ment 


oussis blazes 


own comeback trail 


ADELAIDE, AUSTRALIA—AUS- 
tralian Mark Philippoussis won 
his opening round atthe Adelaide 
International Tuesday, adding lat- 
er that his best tennis was stil to 
соте. 

Philippoussis, who has been 
plagued by injury and bad form 
and was ranked 172nd in the 
world going into the match, 
beat American world No. 75 
Vince Spadea 6-4, 3-6, 6-4. 

Philippoussis, а former 
Wimbledon and US Open final- 
ist, has been in a slump since 
early 2004 and was granted a 
wildcard entry to the tourna 


ment. 

“It’s good to get out on court 
and get that monkey that 
turned into a gorilla off my 
shoulders," he said after the 
win, 

"Гуе been working hard in 
Miami for the past two-and-a- 
half months to build up to this 
summer, 

“I know I still have my best 
tennis yet to play.” Philippous- 
sis will now face either Slo- 
vakia's Dominik Hrbaty or Aus- 
tralian qualifier Rameez Ju- 
naid, who were to meet later 
Tuesday. AFP 
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NEPOMUCENO: Urethane the culprit 


the Indian or the arrow? 


Paeng, Bong talk on soaring bowling scores 


By Jun Engracia 


IF NOBODY HAS DOMINATED THE 
bowling scene since the reign of 
bowling king and queen Paeng Nepo- 
muceno and Bong Coo, blame it on. 
equipment and technology. 

‘Nepomuceno and Coo, who have domi- 
nated the sport since the 70s, say advances 
in ball and lane technology have sent scores 
soaring, preventing the best bowlers from 
rising above the mediocre ones. 

Proof ofthis isthe recent 23rd South- 
east Asian Games atthe Pearl Bowling 
Center in Parafiaque City, where three 
players scored perfect games and the top 
all-events qualifiers averaged close to 230. 

Indonesia's Ryan Lalisang, the men's 
singles champion, averaged 228 in top- 
ping the 21-game all-events total, which 
served as the elimination for the 16-man 
‘masters competition. And Мапа Cecilia 
Yap, who topped the women's singles for 
the first of the Philippines’ four gold 
medals, did even better. She scored a 300 
enroute to an average of 229. 

A perfect game, which consists of 12 
consecutive strikes, has become so com- 
mon in competition here and abroad (a lo- 
cal youngster recently bowled consecutive 
3005) that they're now talking of a perfect 
three-game series of 900 (36 consecutive 
strikes) as the new benchmark for perfec- 


tion in the game. 

Both enshrined in the International 
Bowling Hall of Fame, Nepomuceno and 
Соо, without question, are the greatest Fil- 
ipino bowlers ever Nepomuceno won the 
World Cup four times in three different 
decades while Coo won both the World 
Cup and the world FIQ championship, the 
Olynpiad of bowling. 

“They have seen better days as bowlers 
and they have, ironically, gone into busi- 
ness selling the high-tech equipment that 
they now lament have made great bowlers 
ош of mediocre ones. Nepomuceno man- 
ages the 16 high-end bowling centers that 
bears his name while Coo is the local dis- 
tributor of the Brunswick bowling balls 
and lanes. 

Inthe days when Nepomuceno and Coo 
Jorded it over the local and international 
scene, they were averaging closer to 200 
and were winning big events. 

“The big difference, according to Nepo- 
muceno, is technology on the balls and the 
lanes. Where before the top bowlers used 
rubber and plastic balls they became ob- 
solere with the advent of urethane balls. 

“Now, they're using urethane only as 
spare Бай, said Nepomuceno, who 
watched the SEA Games competition for 
seven straight days. 

Coo laments that technology has 
blurred the distinction between the great 


bowlers and the ordinary ones, and they 
all bowl on synthetic lanes because wood- 
en boards are now obsolete. 

“The balls have taken the skill out ofthe 
game," Coo said. "Even average players 
can score wel. These days, you no longer 
haveto hita target. You only have to re- 
ease the ball on an area in the lane and 
the ball will take care of the rest.” 

"Now you don't have to have great skills 
to score well. You only have to have the 
right equipment,” said Coo, also at the 
sidelines ofthe SEA Games. 

Goo proposes to limit the number of 
balls that players can use in a tournament. 
so players with great skills can rise above 
the rest ofthe pack. Intemational rules, in- 
cluding those used in the SEA Games, re- 
quire the bowlers to register six balls after 
the official practice sessions and they can 
use ай six in competition. 

‘But Manuel Sengson, assistant coach of 
the Philippine team and tournament man- 
ager of the SEA Games, disagreed with the. 
notion that technology has taken the skill 
out ofthe game. 

Better equipment may help a little, he 
said, but that's not ай that it takes to make 
a good bowler, he said. 

“in the end, its stil the Indian, not the 
arrow," Sengson said, mouthing an oft- 
quoted argument in the debate of skill ver- 
sus technology in sports. 


COO: Even average players can score well 


Fernandez next Patafa chief, says Go 


CONTROVERSIAL PHILIPPINE 
Amateur Track and Field Associa- 
tion president Go Teng Kok does 
not plan to keep his post forever. 

In fact, he already has a succes- 
sorin mind. 

Go yesterday told the INQUIRER 
that Bureau of Immigration Com- 
missioner Alipio Fernandez, concur- 
rently the Patafa chair, "is the best 
man" for the job and will occupy the 
post“in due time.” 

"T will groom him (Fernandez) to 
take over," Go said over the phone. 
"Не seems to be the best man for the 


Tete.” 


FERNANDEZ 
job and he has a heart for the ath- 


‘The Patafa contributed nine gold 
medals to the runaway overall vic- 


tory of the Philippines in the South- 
east Asian Games last month. But, 
despite the latest success, Go feels 
that a turnover in talent and leader- 


ship i also necessary. 


Meanwhile, Go, who gave up the 
presidency of the National Chess 
Federation of the Philippines, said 
he will endorse a successor after the 
election of the members of the 
board two weeks from now. 

“The next president should have 
a genuine concern for the sport,” Go 
said, "I don't want to make any en- 
dorsements at this time. I promise to 
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WBL CHAMPS AGAIN 
Members and officials of the Miriam College elementary squad show their trophy and medals 
after putting away the championship anew in the Women's Basketball League organized by Nic 
Jorge's Milo-BEST Center and backed by Milo. Miriam College downed Community of Learners, 
44-21, in the finals, Poveda Learning Centre finished third followed by Assumption College. 


The best hair transplants 


are meant to be unnoticed! 


BEFORE AFTER 


Й ч 
GET BACK YOUR HAIR-THE PERMANENT WAY 


Latest technique in hair restoration surgery to дие 

act a harin that oks so natural тет jer bri 

not be able to tel its a transplant 

"ийт; m Folicularunit transplant 

* ийле бәйте grafts * ridophyic dosue 

* Dense packing up t0300" Afaereinbunenent pln 
grasin 1 session 

Ош goal з to achieve the most natural looking hair 

transplants in ONE session. Cali now! 


А. Pineda Medical Clinic 


Sulio 612 Medical Towers Manny, Вито Street 
5 Li 


pi Vilago, Mara 
MANILA 8130691 * DAVAO 2212682 


www. pinedahaircom, 


Lag nr 


Please watch Dr. Pineda in a live 
interview with Veronica Baluyot 
an her morning show at 7:30 a.m. 
on January 5, 2006 on PTV4. 


doso after the election of directors.” 

Chess was in a shambles in the 
last SEAG after the country failed to 
win a single gold despite a power- 
house lineup. Viemam swept all 
eight gold medals at stake. 

‘Surigao Rep. Prospero "Burch" 
Pichay is reportedly interested in 
running for the NCFP presidency 
and has made a grand entrance into 
the scene by bankrolling a recent 
500,000 tournament and funding 
the trip of a 15-man team to Singa- 
pore ast week. Marlon Bernardi- 
по, contributor 


RACE 1—(Pen- 
tatecta/Tri- 
fecta— 

Strato- 

sphere 1. 

Shutler 2. TOP 

ichiro 8 

Jaw Breaker 4, Bullish Dream 5. 

Race 2—(Quartet/Trifecta)—C Tonet 3. Hoy So- 
bra Na 6. Detective Daryll Paige 7. Twiggy's 
Dream 4 

Race 3—(Pentafecta/Tritecta)—Clear Stone 3. 
Perfect Harry б. Sweet Alyssa 4. Le Mirage 
11. Kaligatan 5. 

Race 4—(Quartet/Trifecta)—Quick Pick 4, Ocean 
Dignity 3. Mandalay Bay 5. Royal Bet 6. 

Race 5—(Pentafecta/Trifecta)— Eskapo 7. Quick 
Play 2. Twelve Or Never 1. Bull Knight 9. 
Cheers 5. 

Race {oat ita} Movie 2, Nice. 
Legs/Coromell 3. Bull Rider 5. Sharon's 
Cookie 4. 

Race 7—(Super_Six/Trifecta}—Walup Forever 
2. Juanito's Dream 2. Uncle 1, Take A Strike 
3. Mika's Pride 6. Scarler Beauty 10. 

Race 8— (QuarteUTrifecta)— Guided Missile 8. 
Mary Jane Bomb 5. Bomb Shell 7. Smart 
Harry 1, 

Race 9—(Super Six/Quartet/Trifecta}—Dance 
Till Dawn 7. Courage Heart 12. Beautiful Task 
8. Aim And Fire 3. Besame Mucho 10. Termi- 
nator 6. 


Bill Shaw golf stakes P10M 


A PRIZE PACKAGE WORTH ABOUT P10 MIL- 
lion plus an Audi A4 2.0. a Mercedez Benz and a 
‘Toyota Fortuner are at stake in the 17th annual 
Bill Shaw Memorial Golf Classic slated Jan. 27- 
28 at the Wack Wack Golf and Country Club. 

"The Audi, Benz and Fortuner will be the main 
hole-in-one prizes during the two-day event to be. 
played at the fabled East and West courses of the. 
Mandaluyong club. 

‘The board of directors of Wack Wack and the 
sports and games committee chaired by director. 
Pablo Soon are putting the finishes to the event 
held in honor of club founder William J. Shaw. 


Soon said all 250 team slots are expected to be. 
filled up by the time registration ends on Jan. 22. 

"The format will be scrambled on the East 
course and aggregate on the West course. 

Flights can play on Friday morning and Satur- 
day afternoon, or Friday afternoon and Saturday 
moming. It will be a shotgun start at 6 a.m, and 
12 noon on both playing days at both courses, 

"The entry fee of P7,000 per team will be given 
back to participants in the form of premium give- 
away items, I also entitles teams a practice round 
in each course on any ofthe following days, Jan. 
10, 11, 12, 13 and 24. 


Poker King Challenge resumes 


THE 6TH LEG OF THE ONGOING POKER KING 
Challenge, a series of non-wager poker toura- 
ments, is set Jan. 7 at Casino Filipino at Grand 
Boulevard Hotel on Roxas Boulevard in Manila, 
Poker Club of the Philippines president Ray 
"Butch" Gamboa said prizes with a cash value of 
‘about P60,000 await the leg champion, in addi- 
tion to trophies and gift items from sponsors. 
‘Gamboa said that the top three leg winners of 
the sinh and final leg will join other previous leg 
winners in the Grand Finals slated Jan. 21 at Casi- 


по Filipino Tagaytay. The champions of the previ- 
‘ous legs include Mon Gelvezon, Perry Calalang, 
Nicolo Plo, Jessie Dy and Jason Lim. 

"he Poker King Challenge is sponsored by 
Philippine Amusement and Gaming Corp. (Pag- 
соп), Jack Daniels, Miller Genuine Draft Beer Bicy- 
de Playing Cards/Star Paper, Hyatt Hotel and 
Casino, Ralph's Wine, and MyReviewerOnline, the 
intemetknowledge builder, and conducted by the 
PCP For inquiries, call the Secretariat at 817-9092 
or visit wwePokerClubotthe Philippines.com. 


SPORTSWATCH 


Aguillar tops 2nd RVA 9-ball tourney 
RICHARD "GOLDEN BOY" AGUILLAR DEFEATED ROMEO "ОРАО" 
Timcang, 9-7, in their championship showdown to rule the 2nd RVA 9- 
Ball Billiards Tournament at the JT Dizon Billiard Hall on Gen. Malvar 
‘Street, Araneta Center, Cubao, Quezon City, recently. Aguillar pocketed 
the top purse P10,000 in the tournament organized by Ramon "Mae- 
stro Monching” Mistica and supported by the billiards venue, Capital 
Pawnshop, Lheamer Jewelry Shop, Joe Repair Shop & Jeweiry, Jazz 
Cues and Joey's Fastfood. Aguillar downed Jesus Dacoro (7-6), Israel 
“Атау Rota (7-6), Tony Bautista (7-6), Henry Marasigan (7-5) and 
Danny "Joy" Trazona (7-4), to set up the clash with Тітсапо. who took 
home the runner-up prize of P5,000. Marlon Bernardino, contributor 


Checkmate classes listing opens 
REGISTRATION FOR THE FIRST SERIES OF MILO CHECKMATE SATUR- 
day-and-Sunday-only chess classes for the year has started at the MCC of- 
fice at the fourth floor of J&F Divino Building, Aurora Boulevard (near LAT 2 
Anonas Station} in Quezon Ciy. The clinics wil start on Jan. 4 at the Bad- 
Tinton gymnasium, Rizal Memorial Sports Complex in Vito Cruz, Mania (8 
am.-12 noon) and at J&F Divino Building (3a.m.-1 p.m. and from 2 pm.-& 
рит. Pre-ciinic lessons will be conducted for those who wil enroll this Sat- 
йу. Open to players five to 18 years ol, the courses offered are prepara- 
tory level, beginners, intermediate and advance. The teaching staff, headed 
by WNM Mila Emperado, are composed of National Masters Leo Carlos, 
Ronald Liavanes and Randy Segarra. For inquiries, cal the Metropolitan 
Chess Club at 826-8560, 0916-8521069 or 0922-5397392. Meanwhile, the 
MCC 2000-below Dalawahan event starts on Jan. 14-15. 


On-Line Care chess finals on Jan. 7-8 

THE GRAND FINALS OF THE ON-LINE CARE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE 
Chess Championship finaly comes ofthe wraps on Jan 7-8 at the Pearl 
Plaza Mall on Quirino Avenue in Tambo, Parafiaque City. The top 12 players 
{rom each ofthe two categories in the semifinals wil see action in the two- 
day competition organized by the Chessmates Executive Chess Circ. 
Comprising the top 12 in Group A are Fide Master Rico ‘Salimbagat, Ed 
Sumergido, National master Randy Segarra, NM Dante Zuñiga, NM Robert 
Arellano, Clement Valledeor, Noel Garcia, Amel Aton, Dr. Jenny Mayor, 
Willie Abalos, NM Efren Bagamasbad and Dennis San Juan. The qualifiers 
from Group B are Adler Enriquez, Ed Tunguia, Leoncio Maulion, Gary Baltar, 
Xavier Busig, Verth Alora, Jesurie Calabia, Rolando Gangozo, Francis Geri- 
ane, Carlo de Leon, Lourecel Hernandez and Orlando Pascual. The round- 
Tobin tournament wil begin at 1 p.m. on Saturday. уе rounds will be 
played on the first day and six on Sunday. 


Three special derbies set at Roligon 
THREE SPECIAL COCKFESTS ARE SLATED AT ROLIGON MEGA COCKPIT 
forthe month of January. Kicking ОН tnis Saturday Is the Cash Premyo 3- 
Cock Derby with P250,000 at stake. Entry fee Is P4,400 In the event hosted 
by Roligon employees. The Kayang-Kaya 4-Cock Derby follows on Jan. 14 
with a guaranteed cash pot of P400,000 awaiting the winners. Entry fee is 
6,600. Roligon's 16th Anniversary 6-Cock Derby unfolds on Jan. 31 and 
will continue on Feb. 2, 4, 7 and 9 with P4 million Їп cash prizes and brand 
Toyota Innova for the fastest win champion at stake. Entry fee is P1 1,000. 
For reservation of cockhouses, call 851-2275, 833-1638 or 852-9812. 


Briones wins P 1.5M, Innova in 6-cocker 
‘TABLOID EXECUTIVE REY BRIONES WAS THE SURPRISE DOUBLE CHAM- 
PION In Makati Coliseum's “Pamaskong Salpukan” 6-cock derby last week, 
a feat worth P1.5 million and a brand new Toyota Innova. Briones’ Spartan’s 
Fire and Spartan's Blood both tallied 5.5 points to best a field of 199 entries. 
twas an unexpected win for Briones' longshot bets, and a heart-breaking 
setback for four cockers who ай lost thelr championship fights: Boy de Roca 
(Jojit II), Emil Chua (Concrete Breaker), Michael Monilias (Kristine) ‘and pro- 
‘moter Lito Orilaza (Pilak). Following the derby's impressive turnout, the WTJ 
Sports and Amusement Corp. will hold another big cockdest In April with two 
brand new cars at stake. Meanwhile, lined up at Makati Coliseum on Monday 
is the Pinoy Cockers Association of the Philippines (PCAP) 5-cock derby. 
More than 65 fights are on tap In the derby. For inquiries, call 896-3545 or 
895-6475. 


70 fights at San Juan Coliseum today 
BIGTIME COCKFIGHTING RESUMES AT THE SAN JUAN COLISEUM TO- 
day as the Gentlemen Cockers Association of the Philippines (GCAP) holds 
‘a S-cock darby starting at 5 p.m. with more than 70 fights on tap and Sagu- 
paan Complexor 3000 as sponsor, Seeing action are Gerry Ramos, Rep. 
Gerry "Boy" Espina, Tony Lasala, Patrick Antonio, Boy da Roca, Represen- 
tatives Butch Pichay, Jing Paras and Rudy Albano, Cris Milla, Jun Topacio, 
Mayor Dennis Pineda, Mayor Dunca, Jingco Brothers, Jet Fernando, Pepito 
Noo. Rey Briones, Boy Royo, Bebot Roxas, Dicky Lim, Matt Banga, 
among others. САР wil hold eight circuit derbies this year to determine 
the 2006 GCAP Cocker of the Year. Also lined up is the popular Big Event 
derby, For inquiries, cal 722-7366 or 725-5369. 
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By the Inquirer Entertainment staff 


O PREPARE FOR HIS ROLE 

as a psychopath in “Kutob,” 

Marvin Agustin made a list 
of all the disappointments he had 
experienced in life and tried to re- 
call all his pain. 

"Imagine someone who has been angry 
since he was a child, someone with many 
unresolved issues. That's Limuel," Marvin 
told Inquirer Entertainment during a re- 
cent visit to the Inquine® office. 

The actor said his role in "Kutob" is the 
most difficult he has done so far, partly 
because he filmed it while doing 
ABS-CBN's telesine “Maging Akin 
Muli,” where he plays a priest, 
Christopher Santos. 

“The shooting schedules of the 
two movies overlapped. There 
was а day when 1 ‘killed’ someone 
in the morning and ‘baptized’ someone at 
night,” Marvin said, “I asked my directors 
fora few hours of rest in between." 

Jose Javier Reyes directs “Kutob,” an of- 
ficial entry to this year’s Metro Manila Film 
Festival. “Maging Akin Muli,” directed by 
Marilou Diaz-Abaya, was produced by Je- 
suit Communications and aired on ABS- 
CBN on Dec. 18. 

Marvin said that playing Limuel also 
meant going back to boxing and swimming 
to shed some weight. He added that a 
course on personality development with 
filmmaker Freddie Santos, which he at- 
tended before accepting the role was put to 
good use. 

“It helped a lot in terms of technique. 
[Direk Freddie] also taught me useful 
physical exercises and how to use music to 
motivate me,” Marvin pointed out. “I have 
in my iPod songs just for Limuel and for 
Christopher Santos ("Maging Akin Muli”) 
This is so I won't get confused." 

For Limuel, Marvin said he listened to 
rock and alternative music, while for 
Christopher, to inspirational songs mostly 
produced by Jesuit Communications. 

In this interview, Marvin shares with In- 
ошак Entertainment his plans for his act- 
ing career, for his four-month-old twin 
sons Santiago and Sebastian, and for his fa- 
ther, who is still in prison. 


Direk Joey said the perfect Christmas 
gift for him is, you winning an acting 
award for his movie. Do you stand a 
chance? 

Ipray that he gets his Christmas gift. The 
movie was offered to me at a time when 1 
was ready to take on any role. Before that, 
for a little while, I had lost my passion for 
acting. When I enrolled in that class with 


AREUNION movie 
with Jolina: “I'm 
ready anytime.” 


Direk Freddie, my excitement came back. I 
had to go back to my first love—acting. 


Apart from that class and the music in 
your iPod, how else did you go about 
preparing for the two extremely oppo- 
site roles? 

1 read in the Inquirer that Meryl Streep 
always looks for someone to imitate—man- 
nerisms, facial expressions... For Limuel, I 
couldn't think of anyone to copy. Ang ka- 
baliwan ng tao hindi maman laging 
pinakikita. What I did was, 1 wrote down 
on a piece of paper all my bad experiences. 
Kapag nawawala na ako sa character, 1 sit 

down for a few minutes and read the list. 


What to you would be the per- 
fect gift at this point? 
Personally and professionally, 1 
can't ask for anything more (right 
now]. I got "Kutob," "Maging 
Akin Muli” and the twins. If you 
really want something and pray for it, it 
means you're prepared to get it—and it will 
be given to you. 


How are the twins? 

Santiago is older and is always quiet. Se- 
bastian is always playful. He smiles at ev- 
eryone. 


Would you allow them to join show biz in 
the future? 

When they finish their studies. [School] 
is something I miss. That's why I always en- 
roll in short courses. 


Has fatherhood changed you? 

Nagkaroon ng clear direction ang buhay 
ko. I used to spend all my free time with my 
barkada. Now, I spend it with the kids, 
playing with them, sleeping beside them. 


How did you prepare for fatherhood? 

1 felt scared and depressed. | asked 
friends for advice. They told me, There are 
no books on fatherhood. It just happens. 
All you can do is embrace the situation. 
[But] 1 guess after all that my family has 
been through, kakayanin ko na. My father 
went to prison when I was 16. At an early 
age, I was [the breadwinner]. 


Isn’tyour father getting parole this year? 
What are your plans for his return? 

There is a bigger chance [of that happen- 
ing) this year. I plan to get a bigger place, 
зо we could all be together. Right now, I live 
by myself in a condo unit. Before the twins 
came, he said he wanted to stay in the 
province to rest. Now, he says he wants to 
take care of them. I guess he wants to make 
up for lost time. He's been away for 10 
years. 


How's Tetet [Dy, mother of the twins]? 
How did you meet? 

She's a good friend from way back. My 
relationship with her is actually the most 
beautiful I've had. We have no plans of get- 
ting married yet. Гт 26; she's 32. She runs 

a pre-school. 


So is it serious acting from now 
on? 

ТИ continue making films 
that make my chil- 
dren proud of me. I will 
also act in and pro- 
duce a digital film 
vary mext year 
Tm just waiting 
for the second 
draft of the 
script by Adolf 
Ali who 
will also di- 
rect it. The 
title is, 

b “Donsol.” 
By the way, 
Tm also open- 
inga restaurant 
at йе Edsa 
Shangrila, а 
Japanese restau- 
rant called Sumo 

Sam. 


How about a re- 
union movie with 
[former screen 
partner] Јойпа 
Magdangal? 

Fm ready anytime. 


How do you feel 
when you watch 
your old movies with 
Jolina? 

Nakakatawa ang it- 
sura namin noon 
(laughs). At that time, 
feeling ko, poging-pogi 
ako. ГА like people to 
see how we are now. 


E к=. 


Make 


Losing Weight 
your New Year's 
resolution! 


EXERCISE 


LONDON—WHAT'S NEW, PUSSYCAT? 

Sir Tom Jones! 

Jones, 65, the big-voiced singer from 
Wales, was among the new knights of the 
realm in the New Year list of honors an- 
nounced on New Year's Eve. He joins a 
group of pop-rock knights including Sir 
Paul McCartney, Sir Cliff Richard, Sir 
Mick Jagger, Sir Elton John and Sir 
George Martin, The Beatles producer. 


“He will be absolutely over the moon,” л dolo 


said Jones cousin Dorothy Woodward of Г, су ды Уы 
Caerphilly in south Wales. D oie Soca i 
Thomas Jones Woodward, born in Fres., Mesatharopy artiy We: 

Pontypridd, began his singing career at 

age 3. His string of hits started with "It's 

in 1963. Other hits includ- 

ed “What's New Pussycat” and "Kiss." AP 
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Get a chance to win a Microsoft XBOX 360 
when you buy a Canon PIXMA iP1000, iP1600 or 1Р2200 


authorized dealer. Enter our raffle ond hope you get lucky. In the meantime, satiate your gaming jones with 


he free Khan or Ну CD ond prepaid cord bundled with every PIXMA purchase. So from now on, Із game on, | 
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BY JESS ABRERA 
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ч Pinoy PAGSAPL 

А SONG TAON T, 
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MARAM! savane, 


ЛАВРА POTOK 


MARVIN 


т KNOW WHAT (T'S LIKE 
BEING A CELEBRITY. 


CONSTANTLY 
PRYING 
INTO MY 
PRIVATE 

ÜFE. 


PUTOL NA ANG, 
MIGA KAMAY, 
AT DALIRI, EI) 


кре, 
BABARLSIN KITA NANG 


NALANG GLAB PARA 

BUKAS Е PARA КАМА. 

RING MAY PIPIO 
ŠA МАТА. 


BY PATRICK McDONNELL 
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хале THINK X CAN 

j HIBERNATE, EARL 
jm 


ATOMO AND WEBOY 


WHATS THE 
MATTER NOW, 


mM? JAMMIES 
ARE TOO SHMALL. 


Чоу че Been їй +НА+ | Come оң! Age uou 
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MIKROKOSMOS 


BADTRIP YUNG МА NAG- 
TATAPON NG BASURA 


BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 
OONGA -KAYA Ако, 


HOROSCOPE 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


~ PINAPA PANGIT NILA 
NUNG MGA LANDSCAPE 


‘YOU BORN TODAY: You have a scientific mind and a clever, structured way of looking at things, 
able collec 


problem-solver. You're organized, and you like schedules. Many of you become rema 


will come soon! 


еза, you can build or construct something important and valuable. Don’t be afraid to work hard. Your rewards 


HABANG UMAANDAR SAL SA TABI NG KALSADA > 


You're a natural 
tors. In the year 


HigINTAYIN FONG MAKA- 
PARADA TAYo BAGO KO . 
IKALAT ANG MGA TÒ, 


Birthdate of: Louis Braille, inventor; Don Shula, football coach; Julia Ormond, actress. 
ARIES (March 21 to 
April 19): This is a mar- 
velous day to be noticed 
by others. ts also an ex- 
cellent day to talk to 
bosses, VIPs and parents. People ad- 
tire you today. 
‘TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): This is a won- 
derful day to make trav- 
el plans. It's also an ex- 
cellent day for publish- 
ing, the media and edu- 


cational matters. New ideas are ex- 
citing! 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20): Someone 
might be very generous 
to you today. Certainly, 
others will be supportive 

at work. This is a good day to ask for 

more supplies or an increased bud- 


get 
ativel This is а wonder- 


ful day to work with 


children. (Its also a great day to 
firt.) Enjoy yourself. 


CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22): What a charm- 
ing, social day! You feel 
upbeat, happy and cre- 


+ DAILY CROSSWORD 


; ACROSS. 
st Class struggle? 


5 Makes a move 
9 Botomiess pit 


44 Wield the 


scepter 
15 Vamoosel 


16 Slalom incline 

17 Mineral 
supplement 

18 Spinnaker, e.g. 


19 Roman forum 
аше 


20 Soundly 


trounce 
23 Wear and tear 


24 Hound sound 
25 From one side 
= to the other 
28 Fair game 


31 Big place in 
Calfomia? 
384 Sharp 


f. decreases 
"86 Membership. 


‘By Diane C. Baldwin 

Columbia, MD 

в Rub the wrong 
way 

7 Sheer drudgery 

8 On one's own 

9 Not on target 

10 Uke March 
weather. 

^11 Lawrence Peter 
Berra 

12 Petty disputa 

13 Go well 
together 

21 Strumpet 

22 Too tubby 

25 Beluddie 

26 Intumaro. 

27 Blush wines 

28 Acis on a 
preference. 

29 Feast ol Lots 

30 Wars let 

31 Uppity folks 

32 Out ol 


ҳу Partof CPU 

42 Planets path 

43 Urban Re 

^4 Thom ste 

45 Tops a cake 

Ж Veo gravy 

47 Tod yal 

48 Have done with 

Br Geonery 

27 саша 

зв Shoot near 

50 Hosts 

60 Mito takor, 

4 haps 

dpt Lemony 

^82 Camo roost 

“63 Balynoos 

4 Booties 
conce 

е5 Маме spot 


condition 

эз Swimmers? 
floats 

35 Sand ridge 

36 Bushy ‘do 

38 Expenditure 

39 Actress Sophia 


44 Authorizations 

45 Thanksgiving 
celebrations 

46 Brandon de 
Wide. 
nematic ery 

47 Archeology 
алаа 

48 Вапе 


49 Protentously 
creatve 

50 Leak out siowly 

51 As far as 

52 Take in text 

53 Small quat 

54 Massie garage? 

55 Fal to mention 

58 баа event 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22): You can be very 
productive at work to- 
day, primarily because 
you're happy and in a 

good mood. This is an exellent дау 

for real estate deals. its also a good 
day to work around the home. 

Ө cation. It’s also a great 
day for the creative arts. 


Enjoy working with children. Saucy 
flinations will please you! 
ome items or buy 


things for family mem- 


bers, or to make real estate deals. 
‘Something to do with your domes- 
tic, private world can receive a fi- 
nancial benefit today. 


e 


will sell 
dayro 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
Sept. 22): This is the 
perfect time to be on va- 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 


pod day to shop for 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): This is a great 
day for marketing, sales, 
teaching, writing and all 
forms of communica- 
tion, Your enthusiasm 
yur ideas. It's also a good 
to brothers and sisters. 


to Dec. 21): This is à 
marvelous day for bus 
mes and commerce. 
або а good day t9 qo 
Shopping, Almost ай fe 


nancial transactions favor you now. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 

to Jan. 19): Enjoy the 

TA) company of others to- 

day Schmooze with 

your pals. Group activi- 

Чез, conferences, meet- 

ings and even gossipy conversations. 

over the back fence will be enjoy- 
able. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): This is a 
friendly, social day; nev- 
ertheless, you will also 
enjoy solitude. You are 

quite contented with yourself today. 
Do whatever you want. 
activities. Talk to others. 


People are eager to hear 


‘what you have to say now. 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20): This is a 
marvelously popular 
day for you! Join group 
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Nasty view 
of 'human' nature 


А COUPLE OF TV SEASONS AGO, A LOCAL 
"reality" show shocked viewers by featuring 
combative relatives, lovers or neighbors who 
screamed invectives at each other and nearly 
came to blows. 

We pointed out at the time that the "hon- 
est” and “reality-based” show was a take-off 
on similarly cheap and in-your-face pro- 
grams on US TV, like "The Jerry Springer 
show.” Those shows were popular with C-D 
viewers because they showed people at their 
worst, thus eliciting the basest reactions 
from dimwit viewers. 

‘Thank goodness, the local spin-off finally 
faded away, after being severely criticized 
by viewers. 

Well, the local show's “inspiration,” “The 
Jerry Springer Show,” is showing on cable 
‘TV, on the new second avenue channel (on 
SkyCable, it's Channel 53). So, interested 
"TV buffs can check it out to get a better han- 
dle on the "appeal" of “confrontational” tele- 
vision. 

‘The alibi is, such shows are instructive be- 
cause they depict "life" as it really is, so the 
problem brought up—and their solu- 
tions—can teach viewers how to resolve 
similar conflicts in their own lives. 

‘Truth is, however, most nasty conflicts on 
Springer's show never get resolved, because 
the program is more interested in nastiness 
for nastiness’ sake. 

Thus, it features the most far-out and ex- 
otic confrontations, like a pair of male twins 
sharing the same woman, or two hookers 
fighting tooth and nail over their oily pimp. 

Most of the time, the emotional and physi- 
cal confrontations get to be so rough that 
“bouncers” have to step in to prevent the 
combatants from inflicting serious injury on 
each other. 

Аз they lunge at each other, the members 
of the show's studio audience behave like 
they were at the Coliseum in Rome during 
Nero's time, urging gladiators to kill one an- 
other. 

What "lessons" can be learned from such 
an obviously exploitative and demeaning 
display of "human nature"? No, this is more 
like man's animal nature come to the fore, 
and the real point isn't psychological in- 
sight, but invective, hatred and controvers 

True, quite a lot of the verbal insults on 
Springer's program are bleeped, so viewers’ 
sensibilities are spared. But much of the vi- 
sual violence isn't edited out, so the show's 
nasty view of “human” nature still commu- 
nicates, and does its worst in assaulting 
viewers’ sensibilities. 


‘Blue Moon’ 

IN the Metro filmfest entry, “Blue Moon,” 
83-year-old Manuel Pineda (Eddie Garcia) 
learns that he has only six months to live, so 
he embarks on a search for his truest love, 
who has been missing for decades. 

His search takes him all over the country. 
їп the process, he bonds with his son Rod 
(Christopher de Leon) and grandson Kyle 
(Dennis Trillo), and old wounds are healed 

Other major roles are played by Boots An- 
son-Roa, Jennylyn Mercado, Pauleen Lu- 
na and Mark Herras. 


‘InfoMedico’ 
Hosted by noted cardiologist Dr. Esperanza 
Cabral, "InfoMedico" is aired M-F, 12-12:30 
p.m. over RPN 9's "Arangkada Balita.” Now 
оп its second season, 
the informative pro- 
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Catch the Cineplex Special 


(CLOSED) 


Watch the 2005 Metro Manila Film Festival 
starting December 26, 2005 at the 
Shang Cineplex for only P120.00 


Саа 6537881, loc 171 or 639-2227 
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gram emphasizes 
treatment preven- 
tion and basic infor- 


OPENS JANUARY 8 


mation aboura wide (7С Б 


range of illnesses. 

Viewers appreci- 
ate “InfoMedico” be- 
cause it brings medi- 
cal and technical 
terms down to lay- 
men's level. Digital 
images and colorful 
graphics make each 
topic even more un- 
derstandable and in- 
volving. 

On its second sea- 
son, the show will 
tackle timely medi- 
cal issues, like the 
rising threat of dia 
betes, hypertension 
and stroke and the 
looming bird flu epi- 
demic. 


‘Rumor Has It’ 
JENNIFER Aniston 
and Kevin Costner 
costar in "Rumor 
Has It.” She's afraid 
of getting mar- 
ried—until her 
grandmother 
(Shirley MacLaine) 
reveals that, 30 
years ago, her moth- 
er ran off with a 
mysterious young 
man before her wed- 
ding. Aniston then 
goes to San Francis- 
со to look up her 
mothers classmate 
(Costner), who is 
now an internet bil- 
lionnaire—and 
learns valuable life 
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Best-selling albums race 
NEW YORK—MARIAH CAREY HAS INCHED 
past 50 Cent in the race for the year’s best- 
selling album. 

Carey's "The Emancipation of Mimi" sold 
290,000 copies in the week ending Dec. 25, 
according to figures released by Nielsen 
SoundScan. That brings her total to 4.86 mil- 
lion copies on the year, compared to 4.83 mil- 
lion for 50's “The Massacre,” which came out 
in March. 


ПУТ ENTERTAINMENT , 


ROUNDUP 


‘WEDNESDAY, 
JANUARY 4, 2006 


Kanye West and John Legend. 

‘The top selling album last week, according 
to SoundScan, was Mary J. Bliges "The 
Breakthrough," which sold 727,000 copies in 
its first week. Jamie Foxx's “Unpredictable,” 
also just released, sold 598,000 copies. 


Best film 


NEW YORK—"Crash,” the ensemble drama 
about the prejudices of intersecting charac- 
ters, has been named top film of the year by 


ЕОС “ the African-American Film Critics Associa- 
Grammy nominations, tying for the most with MARIAH Carey © 
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Flow.” Felicity Huff- 

man was cited as Best 

Actress 

“Transamerica.” 

‘Our organization 
pays special atten- 
tion to work by 
artists of African de- 
scent, [but] Ms Huff- 
man is undeniably 
amazing in this role,” 
ААРСА president Gil 
Robertson IV said ina 
statement. 


Besides "Crash," 
the AAFCA chose 
nine others as the top 
movies: "The Con- 
stant Gardener,” 
"Good Night, Good 
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ened to kill them, 
their lawyer said. 

Brando and his ex- 
wife met in 1990, the 
same year he pleaded 
guilty to voluntary 
manslaughter for the 
shooting death of his 
half sister's boyfriend 
Dag Drollet. Brando 
served five years in 
prison, 

The lawsuit al- 
leges that Brando 
"repeatedly — struck 
Ms Brando with his 
hands and fists and 
threatened to kill her 
in the presence of her 
daughter" AP 
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Online registration at www.ayalamuseum.ofg 


AYALA CINEMAS 


Reserve your seats by texting SURESEATS GB3 or SURESEATS G4 to 2333 (Globe) or 211 (Smart) 
“or log on to www.sureseats.com for web reservations. 


Ayala MUSEUM 


Movle schedules may change without prior notice. For verification call 729 7777 


ENTENG 3 
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Ppertect spot for 
certs, stage plays 

" and corporaté events 
s now accepting bookings 
for May to July 2006 


For bookings, pls. call Lissa at 752-7862 


0917 6095900 
‘Glorieta - 752.7272; trom 10am to 8pm 
Greenbelt. 767 4853; from itam to 12n 


Alabang Town Centor - 


342 2782; from 10am to Spm 
‘Ayala Contor Cabu - 


032) 23 8342 loc 324. 


ЛАЛАЛАЛАЛАДАААААААААЛАЛАЛАЛАЛАДАДАДАДАДАДАДА 


All-Digital Cinemas Free Seating Cinemas: P80.00 


ENTENG KABISOTE 
BLUE MOON 

AKO LEGAL WIFE 
LAGOT KA SAKUYA KO 
MULAWIN 


Market Markat! prepad cinema passes ato атайды: at tre cinema ticket booth. 
М Тпндаа довела виса задела з алолазёле ованд елаћа вак оока 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


‘Hua | Mulan’ is all about illusion 


_ ANG PAGDADALAGA NI 


Have you ever fought hard for something you really wanted 
precisely what Parinya Charoenphol, Thailand's famed transac 
kickboxer, did to achieve his ultimate goal. 


More popularly known in Thai boxing circles as No 

Charoenphol realized at a tender young age that he was a g 

їп a boy's body. Born to a poor family, the gentle Nong quite 
set out to master the most masculine and lethal sport of È 
(Thai boxing) to earn a living. Pretty soon, his swooping ki 

elbows and sledgehammer uppercuts won him match aft 

fueled with a deepest desire — to become a woman. 


The heartfelt, real life story of Nong Toom is featured in 
"Beautiful Boxer". The movie bagged numerous Thai awards 
аз honors in international fiim festival circuits including: «C 
2004 Brussels International Film Festival - 2004 
image+Nation International Film Festival - Best Film 1 
Festival Internationale Film Festival » Jury Prize Skeive Film 
International Film Festival + Gehitu Sebastian Award + San 
International Film Festival - 


Watch out for the opening of the most-anticipated 
movie of 2006 —"Beautiful Boxer" — in theaters 
beginning January 8, Released exclusively by VIVA 
International Pictures. 


Tie piove MAS EREE COMES TO LIFE 
JANUARY 8, 2006 


HE LIONSTHE WITCH anp THE WARDROBE SS. д 


.. but obviously also 
about skill, focus and 
years and years of 
disciplined practice 
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Contributor 
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Complex, Dec. 23 to 


|. Open for advance screenings, product launches, concerts, 
school events and other organizational functions. PLUS! 
Exclusive screenings of blockbuster films. 


For interested parties, you may contact Marketing Services TH 


Department 687-7945 to 47 - 633-4446 636-2894 locals 14/15 


CINEMAS 
Seek беу 


MTRCB - R13 


TEAMWORK PRODUCTIONS & ZENNET WORLD PRODUCTIONS, INC. 


Ricky Davao & 
Cogie Domingo 


Also starring 
Cristine Reyes 
Janna Victoria 
Roy Alvarez 
Paolo Serrano 
Ken Punzalan 


ce эы NOW SHOWING 


E= АМ ENTRY TO THE METRO MANILA FILM FESTIVAL 
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By Pocholo Concepcion 


THE HEBEI ACROBATIC CIRCUS TROUPE OF 
China could teach Filipinos a thing or two about. 
using tricks purely for entertainment purposes. 
In the “Hua Mulan Fantasy Magical Jour- 
ney” series at the Aliw Theater (Star City, CCP 


Jan. 2) the acrobats 
served up a refresh- 
ing take on the vari- 
ous skills required of 
stunts and tricks of il- 
lusion. 

The title was imma- 
terial to the 90-minute 
show. The story of Mu- 
lan, a Chinese maiden 
who goes to war dis- 
guised as a man, hardly 
made an impact after a 
breathtaking jar-jug- 
gling act 

Without the Mulan 
dance sequences, in 
fact, the acrobats could 
have happily shocked 
and awed the audience 
some тоге. 

Tt was no longer a 
question of what is 
more novel or daring; it 
all boiled down to the 
audience liking what it 
sow. 


Sustained 

The suspense over 
whether а juggler 
could avoid breaking 
his head every time he 
catches a heavy jar 
with his neck was sus 
tained till the end of the 
act. 

The women who 
gracefully twirled and 
caught objects with 
strings elicited loud ap- 
plause—even after опе 
of the objects fell out of 
reach. 

А gymnast who per- 
formed stunts over sev- 
eral chairs piled high 
received even louder 
applause 

The climactic acts, 
the producer ex- 
plained, were “all 
about illusion —muti- 
lating a man with a gi 
ant chainsaw; moving 
the chopped head of a 
girl to the other end of 
the stage; fire rods 
piercing the body of 
another gil 

At the end of each 
act, members of the au- 
dience gasp and look 
around as if to ask, 
“How the heck did that 
happen?”—before 
breaking into cheers. 

The question that 
lingers is not why and 
how children get en- 
tranced by magic 
Rather, it is why some 
adults look beyond the 
entertainment value of 
Bids and constantly 
attempt to pull a fast 
one over one another 
in reallife. 


“Hua Mulan” goes on 
extended run at the 
Ynares Center in An- 
tipolo on Jan. 6, 7 and 


Get superior 
engine protection 
for only 


790.00 
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in the Philippines 


Peso continues to rally, closes at 52.66 to $1 


7-yr T-bond rate 
drops to 9% 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE BUREAU OF TREASURY SAID 
market concerns about the govern- 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE PESO RALLIED FURTHER TO 52.57 TO A DOLLAR 
before closing at a new three-year high of 52.66 yesterday 
on rosy prospects for the Philippines this new year. 


flows from overseas Filipino workers 
were fizzling out, but market sentiment 
remained bullish on expectations of a 
much better government fiscal position 
this year, which could lead to a poten- 
tial sovereign credit ratings upgrade. 
The market also took position ahead 


Market bullish on gov't fiscal position, ratings upgrade 


WHAT'S INSIDE 


Castilaloy 
and ‘kuripot’ 


[B3 


DA sees weak growth 
їп '05 farm output /B10 


ments long-term fiscal prospects have 
already dissipated, at least based on the 
banks’ response to the issuance of the 
seven-year treasury bonds yesterday. 

‘The bond rate fell below the 10-per- 
cent mark in yesterday's auction, shed- 
ding 150 basis points (1.5 percentage 
points) to 9 percent. 

The seven-year bonds fetched 10.5 
percent when they were auctioned on 
Nov. 15. 

“The market has now taken a long- 
term view on the fiscal position of the 
government by making very aggressive 
bids for the seven-year bonds," National 
Treasurer Omar Cruz said in a press 
briefing after the auction. 

Market players swamped the auc- 
tion, submitting P12.08 billion worth 
of bids for the long-term government 
securities. The amount of bids was 
more than three times higher than the 
government's debt offering of only P4 
billion. 

Cruz noted that the yield of 9 percent 
was even lower than the 9.25 percent ex- 
pected by the Treasury. The decline in 
the rate of the seven-year bonds is ex- 
pected to influence market response to 
other treasury bill tenors in the coming 
auctions, he added. 

"Government efforts (to improve the 
fiscal standing) are paying off, and the 
market is rewarding the government for 
its fiscal discipline,” Cruz said. 

TYRT-BOND/ B3 


"The market is euphoric. Thereisno on Monday, the peso gained another of expected inflows from forthcoming 

stopping the peso's ascent,” said Equi- 17.5 centavos from the previous closing initial public offerings by conglomerate 

table PCI Bank chief currency dealer of 52.835. Trading volume stood ata cash cows Universal Robina Corp. of the 

Marcelo Ayes. heavy $513 million. Gokongwei group, and First Generation 
‘After breaking past the 53:$1 barrier Ayes said the Christmas-related in- ‘Holdings Corp. of the Lopezes. 


BPI Asset Management, the country’s leader in asset management, now gives уой... 


THE POWER OF CHOICE. 


Introducing the 

BPI Unit Investment 
Trust Funds,. 

the widest range of 
investment funds for 
every type of investor. 


Choose DIVERSITY. 

Choose from our assortment of UITFs. 
There is a UITF to match your 
investment goal and risk appetite: 


Peso Fixed Income UITFs 
BPI Premi 

BPI Short Term UITF 

BPI Institutional UITF 

BPI Gold Fund 


DECEMBER JANUARY 
PESO-DOLLAR RATE 
iP 52.66 = [C 
КЧ 
“AsofS pm, jn. 3.2006 
д гҮ 
NX. азлав= Gt 
u Ey 
—AsofS pm, Dec 302005 
GOLD: $516.40-516.90 
„per eonen HongKong 3,206 
STOCK MARKET 
PSE COMPOSITE INDEX 


USS-denominated Fixed Income Funds 
BPI Global Philippine Fund* 
BPI International Fund Plus* 


Equity Funds 

BPI Balanced Fund 

BPI Global Equity Fund* 
BPI Equity Fund 


‘These funds bave been marked-to-market since 
Sepi. 3, 2001 


Choose EXPERTISE. 

Behind each fund is a team of 
experienced fund managers who 
carefully analyze current trends, 
anticipate market developments and 
accordingly reposition each fund's 
investments. 


UI TITYTTETIEIXAM] 


(Se stockmarket eporon Page B2) 
Stocks rise 0.9% on strong 
peso, low interest rates 


STOCKS ROSE YESTERDAY, 
aided by the stronger peso and 
declining domestic interest rates. 


"The 30-company Philippine. 
Stock Exchange Index gained 17.79 points, 
or 0.9 percent, to 2,109.79, rebounding 
from a 4,04-point oss Monday. The broader 
А! Shares Index climbed 7.72 points to 
close at 1,278.05 after slipping 2.81 points 
Monday. 

"Some Investors are back from thelr holi- 
days, and their interest is being fueled by 
the stronger peso and the deciining Interest 
rates that are a plus for property compa- 
nies,” sald Erwin Balita, analyst at AB Capi- 
tal Securities. (Seo related storles on this 
page.) 

Gainers outnumbered losers 49 to 18, 
with 42 issues unchanged. ll sectoral indi- 
cators ended higher. 

Among stocks likely to benefit from lower 
rates and a stronger peso, Bank of the 
Philippine Islandë rose 2.8 percent to 
P55.50 and Ayala Land added one percent 
to P10. 

First Philippine Holdings Corp. advanced 
4.1 percent to P51 in anticipation of ains ex- 
pected from the upcoming initial public offer- 
ing of its power generation unit, First беп. 

Manila Water rose 3.2 percent to P6.40 
after it implemented a water rate increase 
this month and won a one-year extension of 
Its Income-tax exemption. A 


To know which UITF is appropriate for you, please call 
BPI Asset Management now and let the expertise of the country's 
leader in asset management work to your advantage. 


Put Your Trust In Our Name 


Please call (02) 845-5033 to 34, 816-9038, 816-9032 to 33 
or 845-5022 and 816-9053. 


(9 Each ИТЕ has its own investment policy and objective 

© sit ctents investment requirements and risk prleronce. 
A copy о! tne Declaration ol Trust and Plan Rules of each. 
Particular fund is avaliable at the principal office 
Df the Tusteo. 


at markal prico daly. 


@) Tho folowing fos shal apply: 
: (4) A Unit Investment Trust Fund or UITF is a collective 
fhveatmant voile In which funds ol various investors 
о Риза сот T sse. 07875% pa,02026% nre invested by a profeselanal fund manager In 
pity and 1.08% рау respectively curios based 
ему Redemption Foo" =0:25% at and VOR t ^s рох mont object 
{Pi Gold Func) 


 USS-dencrninatod Fixed Income Funds 
‘Managoment Foo - 0.7875% p.a., and 0.262556 р.а. 
respectively 
arly Redemption Fee" - 0.2596 fiat. 


Equity Funds 
Management Рао - 1.05% р.а. 
Emy Hlodemplon Fea” - 0.50% at and 110% fat 
{BPI Global Equly Fund 


Paso Fixed Income ИТЕ, 


(67 Al funds managed by BPI Asset Management aro Trust 
and/or investment Management fund which DO NOT салу 
олу quarantoa ol income or principat, and aro NOT covered 
By the Philippine Deposit insurance Corporation 
(ole). Past performance is ikewiso not а guarantee 
ff futur resus, 


"epplicablo only if withdrawn during the minimum holding ропа 
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By Ronnel W. Domingo 


SOUTHERN MINDANAO IS EXPECTED TO 
harness more power from the region's water 
resources as the Board of Investments ap- 
proved the granting of perks to the Aboitiz 
group's P4.03-billion electricity projects in 
Davao del Sur. 

"Trade Undersecretary Elmer C. Hernandez 
said the project was among the batch of pro- 
posals approved for listing with the BOT last 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


BUSINESS 


BOI grants perks to P4B worth 
of hydro power projects in South 


week under the agency's simplified registra- 
tion procedure or one-day approval scheme. 

Hernandez, who is also BOPs managing 
head, said Hedcor Sibulan Inc. would put up 
two independent mini-hydro power genera- 
tion projects with installed capacities of 16 
MW and 26 MW, respectively. 

The proponent is an affiliate of Hydro Ener- 
gy Development Corp. (Hedcor), which is 
said to be the country’s pioneer in developing 
mini-hydro facilities or water-driven power 


plants with capacities of less than 50 MW. 

Hedcor Sibulan's projects, which are locat- 
ed in Sta. Cruz town, are expected to create 
40 new jobs and start commercial operations 
by January 2009. 

Hernandez said the hydro plants would tap 
the headwaters of the rivers Sibulan and 
Baroring and their tributaries. 


Амо TAN GOLF 
CLUB & SHARES, INC. 
ЕТТЕ 


ТЫ: 533.0840 
commie ang coi: os0s37i-s05¢ 
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WHAT'S HOT IN 20067 


ATO OF ON ARISE 


@ Body and Sole 
ә Waffle Time 
э Pink Box 

9 Potato Corner 
ө Fruit Magic 
Candy Corner 
е And morelli 


Gettin folowing vals informaron 
Ф HOTTEST business for YEAR 2006 

O GET ihe RIGHT Franchise. 

w ACCESS Loon for Entrepreneurs 

FREE tipsand advice for franchising success 
& PLUS... FREE Business Matchup and more! 


January 14, 2006 
1:00-5:00PM 


Regular Rato: P350.00 (Walk-in) 
arly Bards P500.00 (Jen. 2 to 11) 


LIMITED SLOTS ONLYIIT 
Tel. 910.6544 ta 45 
Mobile: 0920.961.0810] 
ginbalfranchise@mwave.net 
Unit 2007 Jollibee Plaza, 

Monte as of Dec. 30. 


света Robinson’ ө Galleria) 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


Paramount Life & General 
Insurance Corporation 


welcomes 


Manila Bankers Life Insurance 
Corporation’s Policyholders ; 
to the Paramount family! 


From left to right: Uriel Balboa (МВ11С President 
and George Tit (PLGIC President & COO) 


By virtue of the Assumption Reinsurance Agreement executed between 
PARAMOUNT LIFE & GENERAL INSURANCE CORPORATION 
(Paramount) and MANILA BANKERS LIFE INSURANCE (Manila 
Bankers Life), duly approved by the Insurance Commission, Paramount 
agrees to assume from Manila Bankers Life Insurance business portfolio. 
through its Regular, Salary Deduction and Direct Marketing Lines under 
its terms and conditions. 


Paramount shall provide full policy service for all in-force Manila Bankers 
Life Insurance policies. To maintain full and uninterrupted coverage, all 
in-force policyholders of Manila Bankers Life Insurance are enjoined to 
continue making their premium payments current. 


Paramount Life & General Insurance Corporation is a leader in providing 
innovative insurance products and service excellence to its insuring public. 
Paramount has been servicing insurance clients in the Philippines for more 
than 50 years, through its network of more than 20 branches and district of- 
fices nationwide. The International Finance Corporation (IFC), the private 
investment arm of the World Bank, is an investor in Paramount. 


Manila Bankers Life Insurance Corporation will continue to operate and 
will concentrate on its existing group insurance business and emerging 
core business which consists mainly of bank assurance related products 
and services. 


For Direct Marketing inquiries, please call any of our Policy Relationship 
Managers at 815-0170, 812-9457, 816-0604 or toll-free number at 1-800- 
*1-888-5433. 


For Regular, Salary Deduction and other concerns, please call Jigs or Rey- 
mund at 893-792] locals 305 or 306 (within Metro Manila) or call our 
toll-free number at 1800-1888-8777 (outside Metro Manila) or e-mail at 
mblic@paramount.com.ph or visit Paramount’s website at 
www.paramount.com.ph 


PARAMOUNT 
LIFE & GENERAL 


bumana BANKERS LIFE 


NUTRIASIA PACIFIC Ltd., THE 
joint venture company of Joselito 
‘Campos Jr. and San Miguel Corp., 
acquired a total of 50.72 percent 
of pineapple products distributor 
Del Monte Pacific Ltd. as of the 
end of December 2005. 
PricewaterhouseCoopers Cor- 
porate Finance Pte Ltd, the finan- 
cial adviser of NutriAsia, said in a 
disclosure to the Stock Exchange 
of Singapore that NutriAsia now 
had a total of 552.76 million 
shares or 50.7 percent of Del 


As of Dec. 2, NutriAsia had 
49.39 percent of the potential is- 
sued capital of Del Monte. 


“The projects’ output would be sold to 
Davao Light & Power Co. and Visayas Electric 
Co, "he said. 

Aboitiz Equity Ventures has interest in Da- 
light and Veco—which are the third and second. 
largest power distributors after Manila Electric 
Co,—through its subsidiary Aboitiz Power. 

Also, the projects were given pioneer status 
which qualifies them to six-year tax holidays, 
duty-free importation of capital equipment 
and other fiscal and non-fiscal incentives. 

Under the 2005 Investments Priorities 
Plan, power generation projects that use re- 
newable energy are automatically qualified 
for pioneer status. 

"The BOI also approved the granting of non- 
pioneer incentives to all-Filipino firm Fog Horn 
Inc.'s P404-million venture involving the con- 
struction of a tourist accommodation facility. 


NutriAsia now controls 
50.7% of Del Monte 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


Nutriásia was able to secure the 
acceptance of йз offer to buy 
shares, representing 1.33 percent 
or another 14.52 million shares, by 
Del Monte shareholders, making 
its offer “unconditional.” Sources 
said KPMG Corporate Finance Pte. 
иа, the financial adviser for Del 
Montes independent directors, 
had yet to release its recommenda- 
tion on the takeover offer lodged 
by NutriAsia. 

NutriAsia earlier agreed to buy 
the 49.8 percent held by pineap- 
ple plantation landlord Martin 
Lorenzo in Del Monte for $206.5 
million. This triggered a manda- 
tory offer for the rest of Del 
Monte shares. The whole deal is 
valued ata round $415 million. 


Globe, Smart get 
3G frequency 
assignments 


SMART COMMUNICATIONS INC. AND GLOBE 
"Telecom yesterday said they had secured their 
desired 3G frequency assignments. 

‘The phone firms said this would help hasten 
their delivery of 3G services to the public. 

This followed National Telecommunication 
Commission's granting of 3G licenses to 
Smart and Globe, as well as to Digital 
‘Telecommunications Philippines and Connec- 
tivity Unlimited Resource Enterprise. 

3G or Third Generation technology and 
services would allow consumers to hear and 
see the party they are contacting and watch 
television shows while mobile, as well as 
download and listen to music. 

Roland Peña, Smart network division chief, 
said in a statement the company selected the 
1920-1935MHz/2110-2125MHz frequency 
spectrum, which “has the least amount of inter- 
ference and is located at the best position in the. 
3G frequency spectrum, allowing for the clear- 
est possible over-the-air transmission.” 

He said Smart had started the deployment 
of its nationwide 3G network, with a signifi 
cant number of 3G cellsites already being 
tested and utilized for demonstration to sub 
scribers in key areas within Metro Manila and 
Metro Cebu. 

їп a separate statement, Globe senior vice 
president Rodolfo A. Salalima said the company 
also got the frequency spectra that it wanted. 

“The frequency assigned to us would allow 
us to deliver superior quality 3G services,” 
Salalima said. 

“Now that we have been given our desired 
3G frequency, we can rapidly deploy our 3G 
service at the shortest possible time,” he said 
“With 3G operations, we аге now ready to 
provide the public state of the art technolo- 
sy" Ronnel W. Domingo 
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EXPORT and Industry Bank Inc. will hold a special stockholders’ meeting 
on Jan. 25, 8 a.m., at the Exportbank Plaza along Chino Roces Ave. 
Makati City. Record date is Jan. 3. 


PHILIPPINE Tobacco Flue-Curing & Redrying Corp. will hold Its annual 
stockholders’ meeting on Feb. 6, 2 p.m., at the company's principal office 
at 802 A. Bonifacio SL, Balintawak, Quezon City. Stockholders of record 
аз of Dec. 20 are entitled to notice of and to vote at the meeting. Compiled 
by Cyril L. Bonabente, PDI Research 
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Country 


United States 
Japan 
United Kingdom 
Hong Kong 
‘Switzerland 
Canada. 
Singapore 
Australia 
Bahrain 
Saudi Arabia 
Brunol 
Indonesia 
Thailand 
UAE 

Euro 
Argentina. 
Brazii 
Denmark 
india 
Malaysia 
Mexico 

Now Zealand 
Norway 
Pakistan 
South Atiea 
Korea 
Sweden 
Syria 
Tawan 
Vonozuola 


Unit 


Dollar 
Yen 
Pound 
Dolar 
Franc 
Dollar 
Dolar 
Dolar 
Оа 
Rial 
Dollar 
Rupiah 
Baht 
Олат 
Euro 
Poso 
Real 
Kroner 
Rupe 
"Апо 
Now Poso 
Dolar 
Kroner 
Rupes 
Rand 
Won 
Kronor 
Pound 
Nt Dolar 
Вомаг 


pom 


0.845451 
0007171 
1457051 
0.109044 
0643418 
0725336 
0.509369 
0.620060 
2.243112 
0225448 
0507840 
0000006 
0,020618. 
0230193 
1000000 
0.279489 
0362233 
0133995 
0018805 
0223723 
0079467 
0576785 
01258 
004157 
0.134018 
0000836. 
0.106302 
0016287 
0025807 
0000304 


Dollar 
Equivalent 


4.000000 
0008482 
1723400 
01128077 
0761035 
0857927 
0602482 
0733407 
2653153 
0266660 
0600673 
0000102 
0024387 
0272272 
1182800 
0330579 
0.428449 
0158489 
0.022242 
0.264620 
0.093994 
0.682221 
0148262 
0016745 
0158516 
0.000989 
0125734 
0018264 
0.030525 
0.000466 


Peso 
Equivalent 


529030 
И 
911730 
65233 
402610 
45.3869 
318731 
38.7994 
1403598 
141071 
317774 
00054 
12901 
14.4040 
62.5737 
174886 
22 6662 
8.9845 
11767 
189992 
4.9725 
96,0915 
7.8435 
0.9859 
8.3860 
0.0523 
6.6517 
10191 
1819 
00047 
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THE ABOITIZES MAY LOOK AND SPEAK 
Castilian, but the Basque transplants have ap- 
parently adopted the Cebuano “kuripot” trait 
when it comes to paying themselves and their 
top officers. 

Aboitiz Equity Ventures CEO Jon Ramon 
Aboitiz, COO Erramon Aboitiz and three top 
AEV officers were estimated to have received 
alittle over P29 million in 2005 salaries and 
bonuses combined, or about P5.8 million 
each on average, on the back of a P2.4-billion 
net income their stewardship tumed in for 
shareholders of the holding company in 
2004. 

In contrast, Anscor CEO Andres Soriano III, 
his brother Eduardo and three other top offi- 
cers of the Soriano holding company received 
on average of over P8 million each (or P40.47 
million in all) in compensation, on the back of 
P505 million in 2004 profits. 

‘The Aboitizes even looked twice more effi- 
cient in generating shareholder value, at half 
the cost of the executive package, compared 
to International Container Terminal Services 
Inc., whose CEO, Enrique Razon Jt, із anoth- 
er driven member, like Enrique “Endika” 
Aboitiz Jr, of the so-called GMA Castilaloy 
Cabinet. 

Razon and four top ICTSI executives were 
estimated to have received last year nearly 
P52 million in compensation, or about P10.4 
million each, in return for generating P1.06 
billion in 2004 profits. 

Despite their efficiency, the Aboitizes were 
still eclipsed last year by the Zobels of Ayala 
Corp., who turned in more bang for the exec- 
utive buck. The top Ayala executive corps may 
be twice bigger, numbering 10, and receive оп 
the whole a far fatter package, about P121.58 
million (or P12.158 million each on average) 
in salaries and bonuses combined, but CEO 
Jaime Augusto and his brother Fernando in 
return chalked up more than P7.1 billion їп 
profits for the conglomerate in 2004. 

That means that for every peso received, 
the Zobel brothersed executive team re- 
turned about P585 in profit, that’s 585 times, 
as against the Aboitizes' P415. 


Bankers' PPP index 

METROBANK, not Chinabank as we had re- 
ported Monday, still holds the record of pay- 
ing top peso for their top executives. 

Chinabank chair Gilbert Dee, presi- 
dent/CEO Peter Dee and three others on aver- 
age receive about P12.7 million each (the to- 
tal 2005 compensation package for the five. 
was estimated at P63.35 million), not P15.8 
million each as had been reported. 

Metrobank, оп the other hand, may have 
reported a lower P60.08-million package for 
its top executives, but only four led by 
taipan/CEO George Ty, divvied the pie, get- 
ting an average of over P15 million each. 

Chinabank has proven to be a quiet money- 
machine for the Dees and, now, taipan Henry 
Sy, but the latter's own Banco de Oro, it turns 
out, spins out more money for every peso paid 
totop management. 

Per our PPP (profit per pay) index, BDO 
president Nestor Tan and five others, who re- 
ceived a total of P41.77 million last year on 
top of producing P2.0156 billion in net profit 
in 2004, led their affiliate with a P48.25 re- 
turn for every P1 received. 

Chinabank, in contrast, posted a lower PPP 
index of nearly 42.89. 

‘Among the big boys, the team of Aurelio 
Montinola Ш at Bank of the Philippine Is- 
lands, which reported nearly twice as much 
profits than Metrobank in 2004, was easily 
the most efficient money spinner. 

Generating P6.668 billion in profits as 
against their compensation package of 
272.127 million, the Montinola team cranked 
out nearly P92.45 profit for every peso paid 
them. 

(The 2004 BPI profits were actually gener- 
ated under the stewardship of Xavier Loinaz.) 


Heard through the grapevine 
JUSTICE Secretary Raul Gonzalez has denied 
the appeal of former Eastern Telecom CEO 
Salvador Hizon and his former law partner 
Luis Lokin Jr. to stop the filing of the estafa. 
case filed against the two by their former law 
firm partners, now Iloilo Rep. Rolex Suplico 
and Angara chief of staff Demaree Raval. 

‘The estafa complaint stemmed from Supli- 
co and Raval allegedly not getting their P33.7 
million share each, out of the P362 million in 
sequestered cash dividends for Marcos tele- 
сот столу Manuel Nieto, whose release the 


7-yr T-bond 
rate drops to 9% 


From page BI 


He said the sharp decline in the seven-year 
‘Tbond rate indicated that market confidence 
brought about by the positive fiscal climate 
‘was not only short term. 

Last Monday, the market also responded 
well to the issuance of treasury bills, whose 
rates declined across the board, with the rate 
of the 91-day bills hitting 4.961 percent, the 
lowest since August 2002. 

Finance officials attributed the declining 
interest rates to the implementation of the 
government's fiscal reform agenda, seen to 
have significantly trimmed down the budget 
deficit in 2005. 

‘The VAT Reform Law, implemented on 
Nov, 1 and considered as the centerpiece of 
the Arroyo administration's fiscal reform 
programs, was estimated to generate P81.4 
billion in additional revenue yearly and 
boost efforts to achieve а zero-deficit goal 
by 2008 


— PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


BUSINESS 
Castilaloy and ‘kuripot 


CockrALES 


Victor C. Agustin 


Hizon law firm had facilitated. 
(Email: cocktales_pdi@pldtdsl.net or cock- 
tales_pdi@yahoo.com) 


LOAN PROBLEMS? 


= Do you need loans for working 
capital and business expansion ? 
= Do you have past due loans that 
песа to be restructured ? 
= Is your bank foreclosing or has the 
bank foreclosed your collateral ? 
We can help you!!! y 
DIOMAMPO CONSULTING CORPORATIO! 
соме DOMM ROS АА voe ani y 
Exxet] чао Par ERSA Воот 


TRAVEL 
WHEELCHAIR 


MINI-BOB TRAVEL. 
WHEELCHAIR 
< So small it could fit 
in a bag 
+ So light А can be brought” 


+ Wil in the aisle ofthe 
airplane 

+ ideal for travel anywhere 
around the world 
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Small Business Solutions 


60 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS AND 
AN EFFICIENT NEW YEAR! 


HP PROUANT 
P155,000 musoc2 A 
One кшш" Teen” Processor 


{2 MB L2 cach, 320087 B00MHZ FSB) 
{up t» 2 ported) 


SI2MB Memor (868 Max) 

Two TAGS 106 RPM Utra320 SCSI Hot Pug Hard Disk Dives 
Also available: 
HP оцат MLISO 62 
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up 10 2 supported) 

512148 DDR2 Memory (888 Max) 

Two 728 10K RPM Uta0 SCSI Hot Pug Hard Disk Deves 
P140,000 
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Get any of these HP ProLiant Server Bundles from 
November 15 to January 15, 2006 and bring 
home a Pocket PC, an iPOD shuffle, 

or a USB Flash Drive FREE!^ 


Experience the longest Christmos season this year with these HP Proliant Servers. Powered 
by the loiest Intel” Xeon" Processor, these HP Proliant servers deliver maximum uptime, plus 
minimal deployment and maintenance hassle al fraction of he cost. Providing utmost efficiency, 
you will be oble to respond faster lo your customers, save your business money, secure voluoble 
business dato and reclaim your leisure lime for what matiers most in life Set these HP ProLiant 
Servers during this extended yuletide seoson, for а new year {and eve years) of information 
monogement eose. 
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Also available: 
HP Prolioni ML3SO б4р 

One бх о мавт Јеси" Processor 

(2B L2 cache, 3.206, OME FSB), 

(2 эноо 

Teo 7268 10€ RPM Utra20 SCSI Hot Pug Hard Disk Drives 
P162,000 


1 HP PROLIANT 
P67,000 | muiocs sata 
‘One тшн" Pendum® 4 Processor 63 

Омё 12 Cache, IGH, OME FSB) 


‘51248 DORE memory (808 Max] 
Two BOGB Senal ATA Hard Disk Dove 


Also available: 
HP ProLiant ML110 G3 SCSI 
‘One Intel® Pentium® 4 Processor 30° 
(QMB 12 Coche, 36H, SOOM: FSB) 
5128 0092 Menor (868 мә) 
Teo 3668 Utra320 SCSI Hard Disk Doves 
P89,500 


HP PROLIANT 
1_01380. 


(2 MB L2 coche, 320600, BOOM FSB) 

fap to 2 supported) 

168 DDRZ Memor 

Teo 7268 15K RPM Ua320 SCSI Hot Pug Hand Disk Drives 
Also available: 
HP ProLiant 0138064 

One 64: Ite Xeon" Processor 

(2 MB L2 сәне. 320611, BOOM FSB) 

fup 122 suppoted) 

Teo 7208 10K RPM Ubra20 SCSI Hot Pug Hard Disk Dives 
P235,000 


SMART ADVICE>SMART TECHNOLOGY>SMART SUPPORT 


^Colebrato 60 days of Christmas with these HP Proliant Servers! 


Bey ony cl безе HP Proton Sore: bundles ond go on HP Chrismas gil 
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1-800-1441-6688 
or (632) 867-3557 
ph.contact@hp.com 
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Editor Cesar D. Mangawang 


*Back to the 


‘Text and photos by Tessa В. Salazar 


'HE YEAR JUST PASSED HAS PRO- 

duced some eye-popping automo- 

tive designs and prototypes, as well 
as technologies that may make one oil- 
strapped individual ask "why didn't they 
think of that earlier, before Opec (Organi- 
zation of Petroleum-Exporting Countries) 
started running ош lives?” 

‘Inquirer Motoring is fortunate to 
catch a glimpse of the near future in 
2005, especially during the last quarter. 
‘Almost all of them are simply way ahead 
of their time (though some are already 


planned for commercial distribution in 
the next two or three years). Neverthe- 
less, we just can’t wait to lay our hands 
on these clean, sleek and shiny babies. 


Environment-friendly саг 

The Japanese kei-minicar is also 
known as the "i" and is targeted at poten- 
tial owners looking for an environment- 
friendly car of reasonable size. It has the 
rear midship layout, a first for Mitsubishi 
Motors. Its powered by a new 3-cylinder 
intercooler turbocharged Mivec engine 
that pumps out а 47kW (64ps) of power. 
Fuel economy is more than 15 percent 
better than an equivalent model powered 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


RING 


Text us your feedback: inquirer mtr name/age/cityimessage to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


future’ 


by the current turbocharge unit. 


sports mode, 6-speed (CVT). 
If angels ne 


led to drive a car, this is 
what they would choose, wings down: 
the Orochi Nude Top Roadster, a design 
proposal from Mitsuoka Motors Co. Lid. 
‘The body dimensions are real, but since 
this is just a design proposal, the engine, 
fuel type and transmission systems are 


‘The other side of Mitsubishi Delica 
that we're not aware of, and hopefully 
the side that opens the right doors is the 
0:5 concept for the next generation Deli- 
ca model. It uses the same electronically 
controlled four-wheel-drive system аз 
the Outlander: a 2.4-liter Ммес engine, 


eyes at the back of their heads. 
Most economical 


72 contenders for Car of the Year 


FROM 58 TO 72 IS A BIG JUMP 
but that is how many four- 
wheeled motor vehicles are in the 
running for the second Car of the 
Year Philippines (Cotyp) Award 
compared to the first time. Coin- 
cidentally, the Car Awards Group 
Inc. (Са), the nonstock, non- 
proft association that initiated 
the Cotyp in 2004, has grown in 
membership from 40 motoring- 
oriented journalists representing 
а dozen media outfits to nearly 
70. In the last quarter of 2005, 
membership was opened not only 
to those covering the motoring 
beat but also those from three 
dozen print, broadcast and cyber 
media organizations covering re- 
lated areas of interest. 

The surge in the number of en- 
tries promises a bigger, more ex- 
citing contest for the 2005-06 Co- 
typ trophy. In а letter, Cagi/Cotyp 
president Manny de los Reyes, 
editor in chief of Speed Magazine 
anda feature writer of The Philip- 

ine Star's motoring section, in- 
med car manufacturers that 


the new Cagi board has drafted a 
new set of rules and criteria to 
avoid category overlaps. "More 
importantly" he wrote, "the cate- 
gorization is now more price-sen- 
sitive to reflect the realities of the 
market.” 


Increase 

The number of categories has 
been increased from 10 to 11 
with the 11 best-in-class winners 
getting a shot at the top title. 
With eight cars vying for the Best 
Mini/Subcompact of the Year 
‘Award, another eight for the Best 
Compact Sedan, 11 for the Best 
Executive Sedan, five for the Best 
Luxury Sedan, three for the Best 
Ultra-Luxury Sedan, 11 for the 
Best Entry-Level Sport Utility Ve- 
hicle, seven for the Best Luxury 
SUV three for the Best Ultra-Lux- 
шу SUV, five for the Best Entry- 
Level Multipurpose Vehicle (MPV 
instead of the Asian Utility Vehi- 
cle or AUV), seven for the Best 
Luxury MPV and four for the Best 
Pickup of the Year Award, Cagi 


BMW ISeries 


BMW's only one 


By Charles E. Buban gue that it is also safer since 
front-wheel-drive cars tend to 
have a much easier to control 
handling characteristics), BMW 
believed going for a rear-wheel 
drive will give the 1-Series a 
particularly well-balanced 
weight distribution (50:50 in 
the 1-Series), a steering system 
free from drive-train influence, 
and optimal traction under а 
full load. 

“јез no surprise that rear- 
wheel drive is so successful in 
higher vehicle segments, in mo- 
tor sports and now also in the 
‘compact class, where the 1-Se- 
ries is making its mark as a car 
with the highest possible stan- 
dards in dynamics, comfort 
and, last but not least, safety,” 
German added. 


DURING LAST MONTHS 
press launch of Canyon Ranch 
(Century Communities Corp.'s 
premier development in Car- 
mona, Cavite), guests were 
shuttled to the site aboard a 
fleet of 1-Series (seven 120i ex- 
ecutives, to be exact), BMW 
Philippines’ latest offering in 
the compact car market. 

Jt was also this writers 
chance to experience the five- 
door hatchback that BMW 
Philippines corporate commu- 
nications and marketing direc- 
tor Lito German described as 
the first and only premium car 
in the ultra competitive com- 
pact car class. 

“The L-Series is а blend of 
prestige and performance at a 
reasonably affordable entry 
price. By extending its model 
range BMW has reacted to the 
needs of a young, active and 
discerning generation of con- 
sumers,” German said. 
| — Here in the Philippines, the 
L-Series is available in three 
four-cylinder, gasoline engine 
variants: 1.6 liter (generating 
115 horsepower), 1.8 liter 
(129 hp), and 2.0 liter (150 
hp). Only the 1.6 variants are 
mated to a five-speed manual 
gearbox with the rest fitted 
with a six-speed automatic 
gearbox. 


Setting new standards 

Indeed, the 1-Series safety 
features are setting new- stan- 
dards in the compact class. 
‘These include providing the car 
with six airbags (including side 
and curtain head airbags that 
are helpful during side-on colli 
sion) and a system that controls 
the chassis, suspension, steering 
brakes and even engine power 
to make them all work together 
in preventing the car from 
swerving out of control during 
abrupt evasive maneuvers or 
driving on slippery surfaces. 

‘Another unique feature is the 
1-Series’ run flat tires. Made ex- 
lusively for BMW 1-series, the 
run flat tires mounted on the 
cars 16-inch steel wheels will 
allow the driver to continue up 
to 150 km without any pressure 
inthetire. 

Аз BMW's entry level model, 
the 1-Series will be priced start- 
ing at P1.595 million and will 
be available in 12 variants with 
the 120i Tech going at P2.260 
million. 


Rear-wheel driven 

But while most car manufac- 
turers would make their hatch- 
backs front-wheel drive, BMW 
has decided to do something 
different: make the 1-Series 
rear-wheel drive. 

While most carmakers will 
choose a front-wheel drive 
package because it will cost 
them less to manufacture 
(while some might further ar- 


ue for Money, Best in Design, Best 
in Technical Innovation, Best in 
Fuel Efficiency, Best Marketing 
Campaign and Media Choice of 


ON THE 
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Aida Sevilla- 
Mendoza 


a 


the Year. 
Tests 


Cotyp tests consist of a quanti 


years. 


tative phase and a qualitative 


members will be extra busy dur- 
ing the scheduled weekend test 
dates in January and February 
2006 at the Forest Hills Golf Club 
‘complex in Antipolo, Rizal. 

Car models that did not win in 
their respective categories last 
year and have not undergone ma- 
jor changes are automatically dis- 
qualified. Last years top picks 
and the Cotyp 2004-05 will be in- 
cluded so that they may defend 
their titles. Vehicles must have 
been made available on the mar- 
ket from Sept. 1, 2004 to Dec. 31, 
2005 to qualify for entry. 

Aside from the 11 major 
awards and the Cotyp Award, 
seven special awards will be giv- 
еп to the Safest Vehicle, Best Val- 


phase. In the quanti, a control 
group made up of five drivers us- 
ing precision instruments wil 
evaluate zero to 100 kph acceler- 
ation, braking power, fuel effi 
ciency and cabin noise. The quali 
tests will be conducted by Cagi 
member-journalists who will rate 
each car on handling, design, 
safety, innovation, driving satis- 
faction/ride quality and value for 
money using a scale of 1 to 10 
with 10 as the highest score. 

‘As was done in the first Cotyp 
at the request of Automobile As- 
sociation Philippines, the SGV ac- 
counting firm will tally the votes. 
and the results will be kept strict- 
ly confidential until the gala 
awards night dinner in March. To 


New inroads 


car 


qualitative criteria. 


States, says it be 


yet unknown (perhaps to be decided bya 
"higher order’?).With gull-wing doors 
that seem poised to fly to the heavens, 
the designers went as far as not to attach 
any side mirrors so as not to “spoil” the 
design. Or maybe they. knew angels had 


‘Another crowd drawer is a speed bike 
that will never lose its footing. Helmets, 
however, are still required, mind you. 


ensure impartiality and avoid a 
conflict of interest, Cagi from the 
start has not accepted nor solic 

ed the sponsorship of car manu- 
facturers and dealers. This is an 
ethical policy that Cagi is deter- 
mined to follow through the 


With Cotyp, Cagi will honor 
manufacturers that 
made new inroads in the automo- 
tive field. Aside from striving to 
be a cumulative voice in improv- 
ing quality and setting new 
benchmarks in design, innova. 
tion, safety and performance for 
the auto industry, Cagi aims to 
improve the evaluative skills of 
motoring journalists by providing 
a venue to test-drive motor vehi- 
Чез against quantitative and 


Motor Trend magazine, which 
pioneered the Car of the Year con- 
cept 56 years ago in the United 
‘Car of the 
Year isn't a comparison test... it 
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Volkswagen's proto- 
type—the Ecoracer—is à ге 
search vehicle attempting to make histo- 
yas the most economical sports car of its 
time. To earn that, it would have to aver- 
age 3.4 liters of fuel consumed for 100 
Кт, and while at it attain a top speed of 
230 kph. To help it along, the body is 
made of carbon fiber, and its centrally lo- 
cated engine weighs only 850 kg. It's 
planned to accelerate from 0 to 100 kph 
in 6.3 seconds. And no, it’s not gasoline- 
powered. It would actually run on diesel, 
in a next-generation turbocharged diesel 
engine producing 100Kw of power. 


hard to find common ground 
when you simply look at the 
hardware. So we don't. Instead, 
we evaluate each contender 
against three criteria: Superiori- 
ty/Engineering Excellence—de- 
sign advancement, utilization of 
resources and safety are the key 
components of this criterion. 
Significance—how well does the 
vehicle to the job its maker in- 
tended it to do? . . . Value—Each 
vehicle is compared with its rivals 
in its market segment. While a ve- 
hide with a low sticker price 
might seem to have an advan- 
tage, it may not be as good a val- 
че as а more expensive vehicle 
that offers higher performance 
and build quality along with bet- 
ter functionality, lower running 
costs, and higher resale." 

TODAY'S BUMPER STICKER: 
А woman's favorite position is 
CEO. 


have 


Email comments to asevil- 
laQinquirercom.ph. 


Real choices in a very real world 


LETS SUPPOSE THAT, LIKE MANY OUT 
there, you are a speed freak, but one who's ad- 
diction to velocity is so far along that even your 
home PC is an overclocked, water-cooled, bit 
munching behemoth. There is no lane in your 
life other than the one that says, “For overtaking 
only” 

Maybe you're one of those who live to 
painstakingly beat time. You get your rise 
from clocking faster and faster drive times 
from home to elsewhere—even to the neigh- 
borhood convenience store. Is everyone in 
character now? Alright then, spend the next 
five seconds thinking of an automobile that 
would be the single perfect transportation 
tool for such a compulsive human being 


Philippine factor 

You realize of course that whatever exam- 
ple of automotive exhilaration you had cho- 
зеп, its ability to perform “as advertised" in a 
real world situation is seriously in question, 
moreso on typical Philippine roads. Yes, I can 
hear the whole lot of you complaining about 
only being given a few seconds to decide what 
car would be most apt. 

‘Add this handicap to the notion of operat- 
ing said vehicle in a local context and the re- 
sults are predictably catastrophic. It is truly 
sad that this Philippine factor, one of shaky 
public works and infrastructure (with an even 
less stable political and economic dime), 
dooms the practical ownership of many truly 
remarkable automobiles. 

Unfair as the questioning may have been, 
rest assured that there is a point to this entire 


My DRIFT 


Andre Palina 


exercise. Dramatically and incorrectly, we used 
a sole deciding factor in choosing a vehicle. 
Surely there is nothing wrong with a fast 
car, but does every car you own have to be fast. 
and obstinately so? What happens when we 
expand the "sole deciding factor" argument 
to those of a single make, of a certain nation 
or worse yet ofa premium price point? Does a 
single product attribute, merit an absolute, 
gospel-like selling point, one that transcends 
practicality and common sense? The market- 
ing stiffs at many vehicle manufacturers 
would like to have you think this is rightfully 


so. 

What they'd really like to happen is for us 
to act like the speed compulsive that we role- 
played earlier. If we can already convince our- 
selves that we desperately want what they're 
selling, then the marketing man's job is done. 
The transaction is closed, with your hard- 
earned currency fueling the brand image that 
will lead many more consumers down the 
same path. We would practically be buying 
blind—single-minded and hopeless as those 
who do not bother to look at a car's entire 
package. In very real terms, they are trying to 
make us revert to base impulse when deciding 


а purchase. When one starts to take notice of 
the spiels about “brand DNA’ and is regaled to 
no end about decades of Motorsport success, 
you know the road to an unbiased choice is 
definitely uphill from that moment on. 


Finding the right vehicle 

Beyond the shiny badges, metallic paint 
and their purported pedigrees, all automo- 
biles must be judged as to how much of a fun- 
damentally good car can be found in any giv- 
еп package. Does the vehicle fit your real 
needs and not the wishes that were brain- 
washed into you by the profound commer- 
cials or the “talk dirty to me" sales pitch? 

Only the actual end-user would know if a 
612 Scaglietti or a Kia Picanto would be the 
right vehicle for ће "speed task" that we gave 
some thought to earlier. There is an empirical 
answer in there somewhere and the moment 
you free your mind from the millions of dol- 
lars that the manufacturers have spent in ad- 
vertising, an answer starts to become agoniz- 
ingly apparent. 

"The exercise of choice actually finds the 
buying public in а better position than the 
motoring journalist. Often times, trying to un- 
derstand а complex, expensive and intricate 
product, like the automobile, makes one look 
like a nosey nitpicker quite a lot. The worst 
that could happen is to get labeled a nuisance 
customer and be asked, politely, to take your 
business elsewhere. Try to write truthfully 
and critically about said cars and things get 
worse—one starts looking like a hack waiting 
to get paid. 


Talking with Takase 


DO YOU KNOW WHY THE GOOD-LOOKING 
Kengo Takase joined the Mitsubishi Motors Co.? 

“It’s because of the Galant,” he said. “That 
car changed my life." 

‘Takase was fresh out of college when he 
started job-hunting. Before embarking on his 
mission, he came across the Galant, then the 
newest “car on the block” and, immediately, 
he said he fell in love with it 

Armed with his diploma, Takase traveled 
from his birthplace of Okayama to Hiroshi- 
ma, approximately a distance of 150 kilo- 
meters, to apply for a job. Mitsubishi has а 
plantin Hiroshima. 

Some 24 years later, Takase, 50, is president 
and CEO of Mitsubishi Motors Philippines. 

Now on his third year in that post, Takase, 
whose tummy-less, lean build would easily 
qualify him as a bantam weight boxer, said 
he finds himself facing “interesting chal- 
lenges" amid the fast-changing landscape in 
the motoring industry. 

"The automotive business here has 
changed rapidly over the years,” said Takase, 
noting the slew of new vehicles rolling out of 
the assembly lines the past two years or so. 

He said no vehicle company in the country 
would survive if it could not cope with the 
drastic, if not radical, transformation of the 
vehicle market. 

‘The past year alone, Toyota stunned the 
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motoring world when it unleashed three vehi- 
cles that would soon prove to be all best-sell- 
ers: Fortuner, Hi-Lux and the locally assem- 
bled Innova. E 

Not to be outdone, the others followed 
suit, notably Nissan and Isuzu. 

While Nissan made a killing with its X- 
Trail, refurbishing it with another equally 
smashing model the year past to the de- 
light of Raymond Tribdino and Val de Leon, 
Isuzu would not be denied. 

The Alterra was so stunningly state-of- 
the-art that the Isuzu model proved to be 
almost equal to the Fortuner in the area of 
demand for the vehicle. So robust was its 
acceptance by car buffs that Alterra would 
soon find customers queuing up for it in 
much the same way as the Fortuner. 


A friend of mine, not so much sold to com- 
pact SUVs before, was so enamored with the 
Alterra that he made it a point to be one of the 
first owners of the new Alterra just before the 
year ended. He became the first Alterra owner 


їп his village and he rang me on the phone to 
announce it 

According to my friend and other Alterra 
buyers like him, the Isuzu pride is not only a 
"gas miser" but also is "the perfect ride for a 
family that loves to go to the country for pic- 
nics or weekend vacations." 

My, do 1 see Isuzu's Art Balmadrid, Myrna 
Gonzales, Timmy Naval and Ronald “Isuzu 
Joe" Baladad grinning from ear to ear? 


But back to Kengo Takase, who plays gol 
for relaxation like Mel Dizon, Mitsubishi 
senior vice president for marketing. 

Always smiling that if you don't know who. 
he is, Takase could be mistaken for an insur- 
ance salesman eternally looking happy. 

"He is so friendly and gentle that he fits the 
tag as the perfect boss one can ever dream 
of” said Aran Reyes, Mitsubishi's trouble- 
shooting guy under Proy Dytiangquin. 

"Any major plans for Mitsubishi in 2006? 

“We need to come up with new models, 
especially in the passenger car category" 
said Takase, "Hopefully we could build 
one, or even more, this year.” 

Twish you luck, Takase-san. 


QUOTE ME. Lanes for overtaking at NLEX 
are reserved for motorists wishing to overtake, 
You ignore that and either you don't under- 
stand English at all or you are nuts fit for the 
mental hospital, 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 4, 2006 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


E-mail: pr. pepGinguirer.com ph 
sespinosaGDinquirer.com.ph 


eople|Eventse? Products | 


A beach resort a *million 
miles away from stress 


IMAGINE THE MOST AMAZING SPA 
services and luxurious accommoda- 
tions at an exclusive villa. What do you 
get? The perfect holiday, of course! 
Sometimes it is absolutely necessary 
to drop everything, to stop the clock 
and just get lost in a beautiful vaca- 
Чоп, And what other way to attain 
that? By allowing yourself to be 
wooed by the charms of the Pearl Farm 
Beach Resort, with its unmatched nat- 
ural beauty and friendly staff. 

The resort is located on the quiet 
side of Samal Island in the southern 
part of the Philippines. Samal is a 
beautiful, tranquil, exotic island with a 
coastline adorned with white sand 
beaches, abundant marine life, man- 
groves, tock formations and charming 
landscape of coconut palms, flowering 
plants and fruit-bearing trees. Once a 
pearl farm where thousands of white- 
lipped oysters were cultivated for their 
pink, white and gold pearls, this 14- 
hectare spread beckons with the 
promise of a relaxing private retreat, a 
million miles away from the noise and 
congestion of civilization. 

Just a mere 45-minute boat ride 
from the wharf of Waterfront Hotel in 
the city of Davao, this haven invites vis- 
itors to experience body and soul reju- 
venation, With 73 guestrooms, suites, 
cottages on stilts perched above the 
sea and exclusive villas all designed 
from Maranao and Samal ethnic influ- 
ences, and surrounded by abundant 
greenery, itis truly a serene oasis. 

Aside from de-stressing while lazing. 
around the mesmerizing infinity pool, 
or sunbathing on the spotless white 


sands, guests can pamper themselves 
by availing of massage and spa services 
at the Ylang Ylang Soothing Lounge. 
Surrounded by trees and thick foliage, 
nothing is more soothing than the 
sounds of trickling water from a near- 
by waterfall and the mild scent ema- 
nating from candles to go with a heav- 
enly massage. The lounge is certfiably 
а unique spa experience, using health 
and beauty products made out of the 
‘most natural of ingredients. 

For the more active guests, the re- 
sort has badminton, tennis and basket- 
ball courts available 24/7. A pathway 
intended for joggers may also be used 
to walk off the extra calories from the 
oh-so sumptuous lunch or dinner buf- 
fets served at the Maranao Restaurant, 
while breathing in fresh air The 
restaurant features delicious Filipino 
and international cuisine, with (fresh) 
seafood specialties. A panorama of wa- 
ter sports activities is also accessible, 
which includes wave runners, wind 
surfing, water polo and a fun banana 
boat ride for the youngsters or the 
young-at-heart. Sea kayaks, hobie cats, 
and water skis are also on hand. The 
"waters around Pear! Farm have been 
declared a marine sanctuary Aside 
from protecting the abundant marine 
life, the waters also nurture two 
sunken WWII Japanese vessels. The is- 
land boasts a total of 17 dive sites just 
waiting to be explored. 

Pearl Farm Beach Resort is a popular 
site for special intimate events. Mali- 
pano Island, a secluded island located 
a few hundred meters off Samal Is- 
land, is where seven exclusive villas of 


the resort are located. The groups of 
villas are also designed from Maranao 
and Samal ethnic influences. The tra- 
ditional Philippine hat, the salakot, in- 
spires the shapes of the villas roofs. It 
offers three holes of golf and a private 
beach with white sand. Accessible by 
speedboat or pump boat, the island is 
perfect for romantic weddings and oc- 
casions as such. The expansive Mali- 
pano gardens can easily be trans- 
formed into a picturesque setting for a 
tropical wedding reception. The Mali- 
pano Gazebo on the other end of the is- 
land is another alternative for intimate 
and private gatherings. 

For pasalubong, guests may visit the 
Butik, which offers a variety of local 
treasures. From local handicrafts, na- 
tive outfits and even the latest in 
trendy beachwear. To end the flawless 
дау, guests can take a nightcap or two 
at the Parola Bar and sing along to pop- 
ular tunes, or just simply take in the 
stunning views of the sea, the famous 
Mt. Apo, or gaze at the night sky scat- 
tered with stars. 

Pearl Farm Beach Resort is managed 
by Fuego Hotels & Properties and 
owned by Anflo Resort Development 
Corp (Anflo Group of Companies). For 
inquiries and reservations, call the is 
land resort at (082)221-9970 to 73, 
fax (082)221-9979, the Davao City of- 
fices at (082)235-0876, (082)234- 
0601, or йз Manila offices at 750- 
1896, 750-1898, 893-2093, or fax 
750-1894. E-mail pearlfarm@fuego- 
hotels.com, or log on to wwwpearl- 
farmresort.com ог wwwfuegoho- 
tels.com. 


World’s most famous beagle offers 
trendy but practical clothing, footwear 


.NEARLY 56 YEARS AFTER 
Charles M. Schuls "Peanuts" 
comics strip was first published, 
Snoopy remains to be the world's 
most famous Beagle. The lovable 
and eccentric dog has achieved 
superstar status with his vivid 
imagination and silent wit. 

‘The worldwide success of Snoopy 
can easily be measured. Printed in 
over 2,600 newspapers, in over 100 
countries around the world, translat- 
ed in over 60 languages and loved 
by millions of fans, Snoopy-mania 
has been licensed and franchised 
with over 200,000 products, includ- 
ing dothing and footwear, world- 
wide. 

"The Snoopy brand of quality chil- 
dren's appare and footwear has 
been in the Philippines for 22 years, 
and Wishbone Marketing Co, the ex- 
cdusive Philippine licensee through 
the Beagle Place Boutique, has wit- 


Luzon 4x4 Federation fetes 2005 series 


THE LUZON 4X4 FEDERATION 
feted the hosts and winners of the 
2005 series in a yearend gathering 
held at the Virgin Café on Tomas 
Morato Street, Quezon City Dec. 7. 

Plaques of appreciation were award- 
ed by Luzon 4x4 Federation directors 
Blue Reyna and Olson Camacho, repre- 
sentatives of dubs who hosted this 
years event, to Pol Herrera of the Del 
Monte 4 Wheelers; Boyet Rivera of the 
Land Cruiser Club of the Philippines 
Nueva Ecija Chapter; Ronnie Mata of 
the Bongabon 4x4 Club; Jose! Bituin of 
the Land Cruiser Club of the Philippines 
Pampanga Chapter, Rey Liwanag of the 
Angeles 4 Wheelers; Councilor Sid La- 
puz and Jun Nocom of Muñoz Science 
City; and Boyie Doblada of the Rizal Of- 
froaders. 

Sponsors were also given recognition 
during the event. Lending their support 
to the 2005 series were Petron Rev-X, 
Silverwind, Bilstein, Makna Marketing, 
Hummer Philippines, Clark Develop- 
ment Corp, Sunbolt Sports Drink and 
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SMART CITED FOR TRIBUTE AND SERVICE TO PINOY SEAFARERS 

Smart Communications Inc was recently cited or РАМЕ. Shown receiving the plaque of apprecia- 
bringing Filipino seafarers abroad vessels іп the — tion is Smart public affairs group head Ramon R. 
high seas closer to loved ones back home’ Isberto with (left) Smart public access depart- 
through efficient telecommunications services ment head Tina Mariano. Also shown are (from 
like its satellite service SmaftLink. The citation center) guests of honor Department of Labor and 
‘was given by the Filipino Association for Employment Undersecretary Manuel Imson and 
Mariners’ Employment (FAME) Inc during'Ang * Department of Transportation and Communica- 
‘Marino, Bowl, aconcert in tribute to the Filipino tions Undersecretary Agustin Н. Bengzon, and 
seafarer staged by Smart in partnership with FAME president Josephine J. Francisco. 
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Petron's Fuel Drive at the CCP Complex, Diosda- 
do Macapagal Avenue, taught motorists several 
driving techniques to save time, money, and ef- 
fort. Philippine racing legend Pocholo Ramirez 
(shown inset, let), sons and racing veterans 


ing. making correct U-turns and parking. Petron, 
Xtra Unleaded, the Automobile Association of the 
Philippines, DZRH, DZMB and Yes-FM spear- 
headed the event. 


she purchased for her children years 


16 free-standing stores in most ma- 
jor malls across Mero Manila and 
‘counters in all Shoemart, Robinsons, 
Landmark, and most department 
stores in major cities across the 
county 

For 18 years, Beagle Place still 
maintains the loyalty and patronage 
of avid Snoopy fans across Manila, 
with its locally produced line of chil- 
dren's clothing. And for the first time 
since its initial launch, the Beagle 
Place Boutique recently launched 
and presented to the public its 2005 
Beagle Place Holiday Collection 

Charmaine Zamora, one of the 
key partners at Beagle Place, ex- 
plains their vision for the future. "We. 
‘want the brand to keep up with the 
times. Nowadays, even young chil- 
dren choose what they want to wear. 
We are giving the kids many more 
ороп than ever before. We are ex- 


mixed and matched, in a full range. 
of colors, fabrications, and details 
"The polos for boys are also worn by 
girls and мете breaking old fashion 
barriers such as pink being for giris 
and blue only for boys.” 

The Snoopy line of children's 
wear appeals especially to parents’ 
standards of practicality in terms of 
price and quality It makes a strong 
point of keeping йв prices down and 
imposing the strictest quality control 
standards using the best US stan 
dard соп and  longlesing 
threads. The prices range from P200 
to P300 for shirts. 

Pamela Cua, one of the main part- 
mers at Beagle Place, is proud to 
point out that all Beagle Place doth- 
ing are Philippine-made, with yet 
the highest standards maintained. 
“One of our regular customers men- 
tioned that the Beagle Place clothing 


ago could stil now be wom by her 
grandchildren. That, in itself, is one 
Of the greatest compliments and 
shows how good the quality of our 
products are.” 

“The Beagle Place Boutique caries 
a full line of dothing for children 
aged 6 months to9 years old. Pam is 
quick to correct the misconception 
that Beagle Place only carries cloth 
ing for boys. "We manufacture casu- 
al jeans, jackets, shorts, blouses, 
skins, dresses and semiformal 
clothes for boys and gis" 

‘What gives Beagle Place its edge 
over amy of the other character- 
based labels is that the collections 
are complete from tops to bonoms, 
including ай kinds of footwear, from 
rubber shoes to sandals, school 
shoes, and party shoes. And the 
styles are not boring, some being 
quite fun and funky in facr. 


‘Sexy singer and actress Hanni Miller 
is the oficial product endorser of Ш 
Magic Cream, the newest magic gel 
that whitens ай dark areas of the body. 
“The actress, who has emerged victori 
cus in her battle with uterine cancer, is 
Баск after almost a two-year hiatus. IJ 
Magic Cream is the only authentic 
brand in the market that whitens the 
skin and evens out skin tone. Not only 
that, it also helps cure other skin 
problems, such as acne, freckles, 
pimples and other harmful bacteria. Ы 
Magic Cream contains no harmful in- 
gredients, making it safe to use for the 
whole family. Hanni is now promoting 
the brand in her TV guestings, out-of- 
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HANNI INKS CONTRACT WITH 1) MAGIC CREAM 


town shows and other singing en- 
gagements. Early this year, Hanni is 
stated to record an album under Dyna 
Records, LJ Magic Cream is available 
in all ZenZest outlets, leading drug- 
stores, beauty shops and supermar- 
kets nationwide. Itis distributed local- 
ly by Saramed Pharmaceuticals Inc. 
For more details, сай 0921-7697254 
0r 0921-6069233 and look for Irene 
Reyes. Shown are, from left, Ricardo 
Reyes, president of Saramed Pharma- 
ceuticals, Hanni Miller and Irene. 
Reyes, general manager of Saramed 
Pharma during the formal signing of 
the contract held at Mario's Restau- 
rant 


Receiving their trophies from the Fed- 
eration directors were winners in the 
different categories, namely, Marcelino 
Mendoza (champion), Numeriano 
Samson (2nd) and Gerry Acuña (3rd), 
Production Class series; Lucy Sy (cham- 
pion) and Alex Tan (2nd), Navigator of 
the Year series; Cocoy Ramos (champi- 
on), Edison Dungca (2nd), Omer Dung- 
са (3rd), Arthur Azcuna (4th) and Noel 
Dizon (Sth), 4-Cylinder Class; and Noel 
Bartolome Jr (champion), Dante Dung- 
ca (2nd), Noel Dizon (3rd), Caesar Vil- 
їасопа (4th) and John Sambo (Sth), 6- 
Cylinder Class. 

Special guest at the awarding and 
dinner event was Automobile Associa- 
Чоп of the Philippines (AAP) motor- 
spons committee chair Mandy Eduque, 
who congratulated the Luzon 4x4 Fed- 
eration for its efforts to organize the off- 
Toad community and encouraged the 
recently aligned Luzon 414 Federation, 
Visayas 4x4 Federation and Mindanao 
4x4 Federation to proceed with bringing 
off-roading in the Philippines to com- 
mon ground with the end in view of 


naming a “National Champion” each 


Eduque also expressed enthusiasm 
for the combined efforts of the AAP and 
the aligned federations to have Filipino 
offroaders participate in intemational 
‘competitions, such as the recent event in 
China to which the Luzon 4x4 Federa- 
Чоп and the ААР sent Noel Bartolome 
and Olson Camacho. 

Reyna, a former championship-win- 
ning rally navigator in his time, mean- 
while, thanked the sponsors and sup- 
porters of 4x4 events in the country as 
well as the host clubs of the 2005 events 
for all their assistance and support in 
spite of the hard times. 

‘According to Reyna, “Following the 
successful staging of the 2005 series, 
which comprised seven events and in 
dluded two rally-raids, a format with 
fast growing participation, Lam extend- 
ing this invitation to competitors, hosts 
and sponsors to join next year’s season 
which will have six events, three of 
which will have the closed circuit format 
and the other three will be rally-raids.” 


winners, hosts 


SHOWN, from left, are Ondo Ара! of Davao Min- 
danao; Tim Moreno of Mindanao Fun Club; Noel 
Bartolome of Land Cruiser Club of the Philip- 

pines; Luzon 4x4 Federation president Blue Rey- 


na; Bong Jubac of Mindanao Fun Club and Olson + 
Camacho, director of Luzon 4x4 Federation com- 
ing together for the yearend celebration and 
awards night of the Luzon 4x4 Federation Series. 


Reyna also announced the alignment of the 
Luzon 4x4 Federation, the Visayas 4x4 Federa- 
tion and the Mindanao 4x4 Federation, which 
will promote off-roading on a national scale with 


standardized niles and officiating guidelines. Lii- 
zon 4x4 Federation has also taken the lead їп 
making representations with other 4x4 organiza- 
tions in Asia regarding international events. 


Affordable water station business ` 


THE WATER REFILLING STATION BUSINESS IS HERE 
to stay. Water is the most basic commodity next to shel- 
ter, food, medicine and clothing. Finding а good water 
business with a small investment startup is now made 
easy with the Electromex UHP-500 Ozonated Mineral 
Water refilling station. The only thing you'll have to pro- 
vide is your store space of at least 6 square meters. The 
system is a “plug-and-play”, fully assembled, stand- 
alone compact station complete with filters, pumps, 
tanks, ultraviolet and ozone generator germ-killing sys- 


tem. The P150,000 investment in your station gives you 
3,000 gallons a day with a low: production cost of only 30 
centavos per gallon, thus providing high-profit, low 
overhead and a fast 6-month return on investments, 
Best of all, it doesn’t waste any water unlike the reverse 
osmosis back wash system. The Ozone Water System is 
germ-free and safe, as what is used in France, Switzerland 
and other advanced countries. If you're looking for the 
best value for your moncy in the water business, call 531- 
6782 ог 535-9069, or log on to wwwielectromexine.com. 


Republic of the Philippines. 


COMMISSION ON ELECTIONS 


Manila 


ABALOS, Benjamin S. 
JAVIER, Ruino S.B. 
SADAIN. Mohol K., 
BORRA, Resurrecelon Z., 
TUASON. Florentino A. sr 
BRAWNER, Ното A.. 
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Lot на Reston be рабі by the Educalion and formation Department (EID) in a. 
ent t gerer cran and n awapsper win юса culata n Tarlac Сау. The Deputy 
тонро оиа Oporatan snar lumien 1e Regiona! Secon Duetrol Regen t е Provincial 
ec рано Талас. and e Electon Ota ol Tarlac Cty, Ina Secretary ol he Deparant 
лн e L ocat avena e Secretary Ine Departmont ol Education, he Provincial 

2.26 tr of ars e Cy Mayor of Тале Ciy, a Сау Teesurerand e Dep Bupeiendantol 

Tanac Cy witha сору ола Reschuon 

"Th Election Oticer ol Tarlac Chy, shal ve на Rascufen he videt puliicaton n he ciy. 


This Возошоп shali tako fet upon s pomulglon. 
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Promulgated: 22 December 2005 


RESOLUTION NO. 7618 


“The Comission on Elctonsby vite al he powers conferred upon by the Constan, 
ооо Elston Cad, ne есш Govorno Code ot 1991, Аара Aci No. 7166, and 
ы accion ovs. RESOLVED t promulgato, as t hoeby RESOLVES lo promulgata, a 
лон ios and roguatons to govern tno conduct ol na February 0. 2006 ріовсйо to 
Taniy à conversion d Tanac Cy rom a componant ciy to a уну urbanized cy. 

‘SEC. 1. Suporvision end contro. - Tha Commission on Elections shali ava direct 
солго and оротат ovo mo conauci oi pabscto. 

'SEC. 2. Expenses and election forms and paraphernalia. The ахропвев In holding 
the pléSacio, whch Shall icd ta ping ol пск pales, pbs roma and oinor 
дно peer areovromon ol supplos nnd paragharmata, no por deme ol Ine amore ol ho. 
оаза о Commtoes Ina cvormo compansanon ol a Ciy Plebecte Boardol Canvases, 
Жерден короп salí oor орогапоа! and nccontatoxponses; And no cosis of publicavon 
rosso and Iniormanon тапа, shall be bora by Таас Cy. 

Forth рирозо tha Doputy Executivo Doctor for Operations (ODEDO) shali aqua tho 
слу бюл Осо al Taria Cay то propre he риро requiromens ols ойсо, submit 
RU Blogo lor he подтр of ће plobiacta and require tho proponent 1o immediato 
appropriato and remit Io nesossary mount. 

“The Commiteos on Allocation, Printing Recaption and Vericaton, Packing and Shipping 
ое биз Barangay Аата Department and Administrativo Sarvcos Doparimoni ahali 
Elector teraroa imis, operational and тос иса budgotary поо, wi shall 
[орге ти) аа consaiotod by tne ODEDO, ond shal suai tho samo о ha Commission 
En Banc, lor approval. 

'SEC. 3. Posting o Prosident Proclamation Но. 940. — A easton (10) days prior 9 
об, monano, тә EO cl Талас Cay shal causo то posing ol copios ol Равот! 
aare on Мо B40, onio: “CONVERTING THE CITY OF TARLAC FROM А 


COMPONENT CITY TO A HIGHLY URBANIZED CITY", In ali tho poling placos oi Tariao Cy 

'SEC. 4, Information eampalgn. — An clsciveiommotn campaign shal! be conducted in 
tho sno i Талас Сау, to commence on January 18,2008 up lo February 16, 2008, During tia 
aed aivi, роон, raiglous, usines, уой аха апу oihar similar organizations may hod 
Dina puni lies or magings to enighlan Ie volers o Tarlac Су on a plobiacilo goes, 
озек Puran Jor ar against Ini alice ol Prociamaton No. 940. Consitucive dacustoni 
эга etate thal be encouraged and ina volore aseurad al ha коооп lo косе thar opinion 
Теўир V saves, advantages or deadvantagos thereat 

"The EO cl Tarlac Oly, in coordination wih Io local government oficial mass тейи NGOS 
and agave groups anal convene barangay assemble or long pulongs Truchconsiuclva 
"acussons and daba 

‘SEC, 5. Data of plebicito and voting hours. Tha plebiscite shall be held on Fobrury 18, 
zoos san атола siriat Saven sock n o moning erd ana ai нов сан 

йт. 

SEC. 6. Area of coverage. - The lebiscta shall bo held in iha whole of Tara Ciy. 

‘SEC. 7, Who may voto. — Al ualfied volar of Таас Сау duly rogistarod a o һе May 0, 
2005 Eeclons, cing fase whose appicaions or ragisiralion andor vanslor ol regain. 
Aara ava boon approved oy ine Ejector Regaaton Baard of Талас Cty ав ola last quarteriy 
ERE hearing on Ойобег 17, 2008, aro ond to vote n tho рондо, 

“Tho EO of Tarlac Су shali preparo ho ats ol voters lor uso in tho lebiscll in accordance 
wit Sacson 12 рева 

'SEC. 0. Plebiscite Committee Composition, Compensation, Dulles and Functlons. The 
‘voting ard courting ol voters shal be conduciod in aach poling placa by a Piabiscite Commitioo 
Teontinitos] composed о a Chairman, а Рой Cirie апа a Thi Member who shall al Бе publ 
оо eachars lo be appointad by tna Commission tough tho EO of Tarlac Сау. 

‘Ench member ol (he Comritleo shal bo оге о a par diem of Seven Hundred Pesos 
(P700.00) or serdcesrendorad on tho day c tho pebicte 


The Commitee shali have the following powers and dutos: 


(8) Supervise and conduct the voting In the poling place оп February 18, 2008; 

(E). Setar na votes апа inereattet preparo the pleblaco ratur and oier required 
dscmmontsrapors and саноо tha same ав harain provided: 

(à Fata act ovales vaen auos, 

à) Ratum io боо c voters 1o the EO, trough ine principa! of the poling сонига, and 
Beiu no oner pabies porapharala ю e respec анодата К засор 


fot iator tran Farvar 20,2008 

ө Telan imputas oi tne езшш ти trainee te etc te 
ро maces verd thay ara assigned о ensure то holding ol iroa, отеп). ое, 

п ee иды = ы à 

р Келн офи viti ба pol pace and s premises, lo kop acess ги, open 
оао intr dedione o ta tfi orders. " 
onyporscnshalrelusolocboy avi orders othe Conmiooorehaconduct meal 
1 Шрдну annor t prestoca оГ wine а помо ores тотор or сыпа 
proceedings o orton may au an ordrin vig cing any peace licer i 
шр по cd lhe simol eres tae ade dl 
Tat bo uod as 1 prevent na poreon o akan pio custody rom everest t 
рыда arat bo enote y ary peacsolcerio wrom a may be caer tu 
Tana a present, бу any er person арай by ine Comite in witing: вла 

ig) Parorm such chor tunconsisuties as may be proscrbed by na Commission. 


oo"; э, Disgualentions; = (a) No parson shan sorva паты oe тотен и Na 
omania i ha related wan te fourth Фи dagraa ol consanguinity or afinity o any member 
tthe same Comte. xb 
Ы Nomambero! he Commie shat engage. dict 
эму or taka part inthe plebiscite, excepto dec 
Prowded ne is а rosterod voter c Tala Cy 


SEC. 10. Precincts and poling places. = For purposos cl he February 18,2008 Plebe, 
же presna edabtcned as dl May 16,2004 Elections shal bo adopted, eubjcto то provisions 
© Socio 11 oreo 
“Tho locaton cl poling places designated inthe May 10,2004 Elections shall be паі, 
wi Duen changes Se ne Commission may autoriza, allar naa and hoang o ine Rerestd 
Viet i ine plica un айг. Provided. Inl rolcatlon ol paling piaco shal Бе changed 
роо еро) cays mmodately preceding ine day ol ino plebiscito охсор! when tis destroyed 
ritcannot b» usd. 
SEC. 11. Clustering of Precincts. — To vial problems on insulloncy of Commons and 
poti gates tne EO sha group (elute) procincis accordance wit e folowing gues: 
(8) The numberof precincts ha group (clusion shal not be mors ihan thro (Э; 
{8} The aggregate number ol voter in a group shal not exceed four hundred 400) 
(à Tepitenbisimagroup shat belong the same artory same poling cenar and same 
barangay 
‘The aual precinct numbers and st ol volers ol the precincts in a group shel be 
тишпей separately. п no casa sal oy be combined and 
‘Toe balots for no рапса нта group shat ba doposied in one ballot box and inat ono 
Flebscie Солто shat be asigned or each group of preci! er precinct cluster. 
SEC. 12. Precinct Lovel Computerized Voters List (PCVLJ. - The EO ol Тайас Ciy shali 
print sci) copas d POVE инип shani be cores by the Electon eglstalion Board (ERB): The 
Fie) cones a he POVE shall be gven to the Сотитиізоз for use on plebiscito day. The оог 
Tor) copies of na PCVL shal ba deriulad as falows: 
(a) Опе copy for posting at the tice ol o Election Ofico ot Taiac City; 
{8} Gro cony lor posing at tne butat board c те Cl Han a! Taric Cily: 
бте tony a ino Ratonal Central Fle, Election Racords and Stasis Department 
Gommission on Elections, Mania: and 
te) Ono copylor ihe Provincial Fa, Olice of ha Provincial Election Supordisor o! Талас. 
‘SEC. 13. Distribution of Plebiscite Forms and Supplies. - The Ciy Treasurer shal, in 
coordination win ina EOconcemat, cstbute Періс ors and suppl 1o ha Сотова, 
Sha EG or те auihanzes ropesenisives shall ease ine Books ol Volers and те POVL io the 
‘School Pncpat concerned wno shal in turn loase mam ote Plebisciip Commies. 
‘SEC. 14 ОМ ballots. ~The otici! alos shal bo белде а ha ralio o! one bata por voter. 
The ofici bao to be uted in the pabisc shal bear ho following heading “OFFICIAL 
BALLOTS PLEBISCIT: FEBRUARY 18,2006 "TARLAC CITY: and underneath е olowing 
akcione. "Fi cuf hs batol sacr inside he boc. Do nol pul any dlstincve mark on any 
parol hs ballot” 
“Th folowing question shal be provid in th oficial balls: 
"DO YOU APPROVE OF THE CONVERSION OF THE 
HY OF TARLAC FROM A COMPONENT CITY TOA 
HIGHLY URBANIZED CITY PURSUANT TO 
PROCLAMATION NO. 94077 
SEC. 15 Preliminaries tothe Counting of Votes 
of ak unnecessary wring paraphemata. 


(b) Те Conmiice shall open tha ballet box, tke ош the ballots rom the compart or 
Таша Galois ori инно unioiding or exposing ha conan, examine hem using the 
Totowng guernes: 

‘alts okdodogethar—The Commit 
bal 


п tho course ofthe examination, ballots are found folded together belare they wore 
Чоро n he Бао box na shal be paced in an envelope fr excess bats 
Excess байон — The Commitee shal count ha ballets and compare the numer o! ballots 
Wh iho numberof volore who actually voled. 

IL thre are moro ballots ihan the numberof voters who actual voted, folo he. 
procedures provided ori Sec. 18 eral 
ише иип Gotachebl coupons In caso baot wih hor delactabla coupon are ound 
in Ine bax the coupon shal ba datacnod and daposied in he compartment lor ром 
fotos, ала те balots sral ba идеа in пе pla ol vald bao 
ооз win ine word арос 1 batons wm ino word "spoled" shouldbe found, hoy 
hal bo placad ine compartment or spoles balls 
"ho bells daposted intha comperimentlorspofedbalcls shallbopresumedtobe spoiled 
Тойда маг or nol hay contin such поют, ut na Comma shoul па Mat 
ting ie vong any vl belts as eonacusy deposted n hv cemparmenL arit any 
atc eoparates а excess or markod had boon erroneously deposted Warn, In» 
omiaa shal opon эй comparant alier ina vong and beore na counting ol vales 
те soi purpose of craving out na balls orcnoously depossed ern. shal hen 
ерме andina ишетеп! such lact and lock o box wih ts roe kaye modal 
оша. Ти vid blots so wahdrown ena Бө mad win no oer val balls, апа 
Iho excoss or marked balots sna be placed in ner prope en ea such 
Mra cases be paned and again beled, Бом, дпа and нор! as пегепайег provide 
Excess and spoled ballots shal по! е readin he counting ol veles. 
Тө pot clr sal iake holt ol a респ отте and Ie third member sot taci tho 
day Goard on the blackboard or any avaliable space win ine plain view of tho 
‘Gomes, watchers апа ne publ. 

‘SEC, 16. Manner of Counting of voles. - Tho counting of voles shal bo public without 

етот мау unit compiatadand shali procona as foit 

э. Thocommileo shal open be ballot box, ako ou ihe bats and without unlolcing vem. 
Tepong tno сони охсор so lar ss 1O ascertain ra each bal а sng, comparo 
Ps amber ol baiete m na box win me numer overs who actually vole as recorded 
Inthe Minutos of Vong and Counting 
(төтө are more balls found Ian thoro ara volare who actually voted ай ha bas 
‘hal bo telumed insiso to box ana Ihoroughiy тива тетп, Tho Poli Clark, witout 
Soong he bats and натта back o abor, shal publcy draw oul аз many balle as 
Ж ouai lo iho exces, and wioutunlating ám, lace tnam in an envelope which: 
‘hah be аса as "evcosi bacs; зоа and signed by no Сотто 
I thore are по excess or tho excess has boon takan out, Ino Cornaioo shall form 
орге plas cl 100 alot anch which shall e eld ogotha by rubbar ban 
The Chairman shal ako Ine ballots le fit plo and read tne ballots ona by ono, while 
Te ot Clm and Third Membor shat stltánaousiy cord on ihe рївывсла roam 
Ad aly board, espacrvah, each vota ae ів тога by the Chairman. 
ach voa shal bo recorded by а vertical ina, өхсөр! every ith vote, which shali Бо 
forded by a diagonal ina erasing na previous leur vial inos: 
ftr hishiog tho first Фів, he Commitee shali count to aos lora Atrmaliv and 
Козим vota and rator I боо лаві п ino como immediatly aliar ina asi ar 
focprdsd i те pobscteretums and аву board, respectively 
“Tho Pol Cle and the Third Mambor shali compara the tales raloctad in he pablo 
теште and тшу board 
T casa of discrepancy, а count ван bo mado. Tho balols shall again be grouped 
Together as olor tha reading 
"horeatn tho same procedures һәй е Ойна waht second and subsequent pios 
oft 


llora the bato' ortho precinet have baon countod, tne Commitee shalt 


1 ive Voles andontor ho rond. 
Gay board 
2 ins aro олу impressed 


rinde, in any partisan politcal 
ge his Оз as such, and O vale 


-(&) Tho Comeaon shali cioar tno abla 


shal ascertain hel sach fold consists ota single 


уоп printed at th botiom ot 


SEC. 17. Approclallon ot Batts. - To provisions o! Sec; 211 9 he Omnibus Electon Coda 
абе, Т7 Арто anat govern e appreciation о! batis. Any question on tno appreciation of 
шош sna о ага by тарпу хов ol he Comma 

‘No watchor or any othar parson insido Iho poling placo shali bo alowed io paricipate in tho 
app boton belt Howovi any иан may Hoa роо, hich srat о racoradin tha Mios 

'SEC. 16. Plbiscll еште and Distribution of Coples Thoreol. . eblcterolurns shal 
bo manara i imaa T3) сорив Aline members olo Сотто sral sign mocoriicaton printed 
oaas eral the loto rooms ала эйи har tomo marre on o paca proved. 

‘Upon complaton ofthe pbc retums, each сору shali bo paced in зорат envelopes 
rov та purpose, and ine Commie shal modatel Getbuto Ino samo under propor 
"асар, ав tows 

I) Tno frst copy, o e Ciy Plabiscio Board o Canvassars 


{3 The засоп copy, 1o na lecton Records and Siasics Сериите ol ho Commision 
Jn Mamia: end 


ta) Tho ird copy shall vo daposiod insido Ino ballot bo. 


бес. 19, Announcement of Results, - Upon complation ol ho piobscl ratus, the 
cha ee инш Corumiio ими omty and publcl announce ти total numbar ot Атим and 
бера Votes caat anc coumedi mo preci 

'SEC 20, Alrations and Corrections o Ploblacte Rotura. - Any oreelon or aration 
mada i дө pubecio reine by o Comimiao valoro ino announcamont o Ino osi ina 
Panici in ih poling расо eni bo duty ntled by al Inomombore осо. 

lta the anncuncemont o ha rosula ofthe lobiscil Ie Commie shall not mako any 
адо ov amvangnentin any of ina сорюво! na тоште, unless ordrad'by ino Сопттавоп 

‘SEC, 21. Corilientes of Volos. - Belor leaving ho precinct, ho Commi shali issuo a 
Conima Volos o ne vatchors upon по atre roquost 


‘SEC. 22 бойогу ol the Ballot Boxes, and Othar Suppllos and Documents, Preservation 


of Voting Records, Ballot Boxes and tholr Keys, and thelr Disposition. ~ Tho provisions 
Ж все 217.218 and 219 of Ine Omnibus Elocon Code on дугу cl ballot boxas, keys 
And шөсїоп suopias and documents, prosorvaton of ha ling records and baloi bows, and 
Жы как and aopestion a ar contents anal apply to te plobacile governed by Ins 
оошот, 

SEC.23. Plebiscito Board of Canvaesers. ~ Thare shallbe оло (1) Cily Plabisciio Board 
и сатин (SPEC) lor Farias Cy whieh shal canvass o piobiscilo rature submtiod by 
{hs Commltiogs. Tho CPE shall bo composod ol һа incumbent Gily Eleaon ОПсог ога. 
layar o ine Commission, as Chiman: and ав mamas. ne Сау Prosecutor and Wa Cty 
рн Dision Superintendent trot, subject о Sec. 27 oral 

"ns GPB moy спи such mero sis tamen conto о ириде a 
cant © ла рше rele in he cur hundred forno (61) stored prone. Tho 
‘aber ofthe sub camvossng comatees hallo ho tame as the composition ol ina GPEC 
rina reprecaniaive 

ЎА ona е (5) days balora he day of tha дөй, ha chelrman shal Issue а witten 
nouda атта eer mertoor of iho GPEC that nal convene at lour o'clock in Ine айотоп 
тукао е day fo canvass ino plabisci rone. Мосе ol sad meating shall bn posled in 
petaus pacas iine Cy Най and oihar pubic piacos in Тас Ciy. Tho СРВС shal 
жеги me Giy Session Hall ol Tela Ciy not iar Inan lour o'clock fa (һә allmcon o 
адыг! day а/а shall тттедайду convass ла pablo reums and sha nol adjourn uni 
tho canvass ls completed 

‘SEC. 24, Supervislon and Control ovar the Су Plebiscite Board of Canvassers- 
“Tho Convicson Эми! have rec con of ала supervision over Iho CPBC and may тош 
ropra reiavo alany ima any тетет ого ог саиво алатау substle hin in accordanca 
‘ea Soc 27 horoa! 

'SEC. 25. Absence of a Regular Member. їп caso ol absence ola regular member. the 
menibais present snan irsi voiy whether or al no notice sialing to cte, me and placa o 
тазын; has Dean duly опен on no absent regular mambar, 

inthe absence of such noice one sha be mmodialel sent о a absant member, tho 
latarcanvoitolocalod or п whareabouls ara unknown: ha shal Пал be subsiuted, These 
Tac snan bo recorded i he respecve minuasol i CRBC. As soon as Ine absan mombar 
рег. Ins subido member ealironquish is soat o I regular membr. 

'SEC. 26. incapacitated Regular Member, - Incase ol scimoss or serous jury al ho 
уйк Gerber а биол medita corilcaie shali бо requird attesting 1o пе Incapacity ol sad 
тйтп. Upon submission o tno medical cafa, a subsiluta shel be appointed. Said 
тео shallbe recorded in tno Minulas of СРС. 

'SEC.27, Substitution of Cholrman and Members. In caso о non-avalably, absence, 
ааа оао leon, or neapacly lor any causo la chairman, te Commission 
Saapa a lawyer ol ho Commision as віш. Wh respect io tho ther mambers ol 
he CHEC, Ihe Corhmisson shal appoint a substitute te ofowing in ne order named: GIy 
Атила, Ine Сау Aestesor, tne Сон of Court nominated by По Executive Judge oho 
y Tal Cour, end ohor avalablsappomtve Слу ойс. 

‘SEC. 28. Prohibition Against Leaving Officll Station, During the period beginning 
February 18. 2008 un the complaton of ne canvass, по member or subsinule membar o 
{he CEBC shal be translated, assigned or dotate оде of his oficial slaton nor sh he 
leave nis alton without prior aulhonty o fa Commission. 

‘SEC. 29. Quorum. A maloty ol the members ofthe СРС shal опал а quorum. 
lorma rarascion di business, A тоу vote оГ ай the members hore shal be necessary 
1o rondar a decision 

ес. 30. Watchers: Rights and Dulles Tha preponanis and oppositions, одетой 
ром parton or coaiten ol polea parte, na cizams arm of the Gommission, i any, and 
Alec acbredied groupa rrpanizalons may appoint waicners dung tno voting, count and 
амаз. А person who поа regisiarad vaier ol Ie CI. ol questonabe reputation. or 
its tee дөп Lame olan elactonalense or any other cime shall nol be appointed as 
Watcher. Barangay licis, ncudng barangay anoda „are doquaied to serve ав ишлеге. 

The walchors shall havo the right o: 


oven at, and iaka note of al Ie procoudngs: 
Pendita plebacio returne асы touching Inan and, 
артабы! арилы ary kroguaty noted та plolct return orin те proceedings 
ЭЕ СРВС and cota Iha resolulion ereon in waing. 

The ни shal not bo alowed о participate Inthe dallboration of tho OPEC. 

SEC. 31. Right to bo Present and to Counsel. - Proponents ar opposors havo е 
nign ie be presari and to counsa dung Ihe canvass ol he гот, Only оле counsol shal 
торе presentan or apposto. In casa inore aro several counsel for Ine proponanis or 
ролдо. ey sal agree among themsdves who wi argue lor nem. 

ес. 32 Internal Canvassing Procedures. The CPBC shali тво promply at 4 o'clock 
inthe ahomoue of piabeote gay and canvass ле voies in he otowing manner 

то Charman of the CPBC shal Ie sequentially all precincts in the Staemont ot 

Vene (SOVe] oy proce an ensure nal every procinct n na project al preci is 
Mate билм "is CFGC Charman shall produce olore Ine member, пе bao 
foros containing plabscio roms: 
Dore pening balotar, he CPC shal recordie сота and sorla numbers 
Brina panot Dares and he ellocng sera numbera fed length sea: 
Shi Paten ol Ine CPBC shal поп open tho balot bor, releva fo envelopes 
тат Эе retums and ecerd I a Minutes of Canvass e condition and 
Sorel notior o те envelopes and inair paper seas: 
Jie Craiman o the PEC shall opon the envelope опо al a ime, record ihe 
The Geo and cera number othe rema and ts pope seal. and Toh opon ha 
КА 
Oniy such number ol envelopes containing peti retume at can bo canvassed 
Uie ho mening afte боо вай Бе opened which number shal be recorded n 
fha Minutos of Canvass. 
Enires in ha SOV by Precinct hal bo made overy ime a plebiscite retum is 
Sneton Once ilo cota ane SOV ae Llog up. o memaers ol he CPC 
Sam mu up a umbar О precincts canvassed, he mbar ol ева volar. 
онон bj оша who scaly voles, and ine ctl Almaiwe and Negative voles 
eren and treater айн hor itas below ther names appearing ai the 
сейил porton o e rm; 
Incase ia copy ola plebiscte raiuma в missing, he СРС shall obtain such miss 
тайа lem fe Plspucte Commies concerned ва res пано boon lest or 
Тшту he CPSC. орол pror auonty of ne Commission тау uso any o о 
ойе сори al amd eura or a cori copy arol sued by he Commission. 
Тарт, е РВС элей пиг ina cas lor ivestigaton 1o Ine Regional Election 
уен (RED) concemed who shal repont his fangs о те Commssion: and 
Dies ns the CPBC suspends s meetings or adjourn lor a purpose of wating 
Torna cte pistise ree shal 
1 Delomino he rs c at ffrmaive and Negative votes canvassed: 
Retemulah the SOV by preonctand clos he same wa ie nts of the 
Meere Тын o laden а Aliae and Nogalve voies: 
өле SON inan envelope, wich shal ba sealed win a sry numbered 
pavor sel andsignedby the members he presence ol aline members ol he. 
Bord ana to walcher ond 
Place ihe оросо reis already canvassed, the remaining unopened 
е nd envolope coniaining а copy ol ne SOV Insido а balot box which 
spat oo ad won thee padlocks end a soilockng maa soal, tho sarl 
Slater ol wwen shale duly recorded т a Mines Gl Canvass: 
Esch monbero!ine СРС sal көөр a key lo ihe treo padlocks o a ballot box, 
Econo be Opened winoul ai ol inem bong present. Te balot box shali 
Ea oposto in asecurad room or salokosping unie rasumpton of is тей 
TAi ine resumpnon o ne canvass, he secrelary ot ine CPBC shalt 
‘Gat he bolt box fom he secured rom and vel i condition o Ia balet 
Gd metvespadecisandihaselocungseral amber tad ongh seal 
rain tne Minutas a dasenpion ol i canduon rel aswell a serai 
Farmer diia ойлоду senaty numbered бе lang se: 
‘estoy tasa cung irat numbered ec long seals inte presence 
"line net members tho board and walchers: and 
Tis ine CPE Ine remaining unopened envelopes containing 
lune and ihe ical SOV contained na duy sealed and signed 
[o 
ebcle roms asigned to I have been canvassed, Ihe GPEC 
Concerned shar 
* Preparo a ally ol ha ota afirmativa and negative voles including the dala 
PERPE enel cogitare voters, numbor cers wno actualy voted, ала 
Pani rumpor гесе! has canvassed Such aly shouid bo pully 
accessio о arsure vansparoney: ard 
Eses io pacte reum copy г Pa PBO i thoe respecte envelops 
Ea upod he some nia те balot Dox which һай оо locked wih Noe 
айоо and sono win a зема meal soal 
T. Eachmombar ol ha CPBC вһәйкоора kay corresponding 1o he throo paclocks 
S f balot bor. 

SEC, эз, Minutes of the Canvass of the CPBC. - The СРЕС shall prepara ao (3) 
сораг aiina Мим ol tno Canvass: 

"Tho Wrst copy shlibosubmited by te Sacrotary ol ine СРВС lo Ia Law Dopartmertol 
ve бач ln ton (10) буз Wom петто of canvass: Tha Second сору sal be 
Ma Gore ave tne бш boe rs copy sel Бе fonder ю no Oli le Dapuly 
lacune Dracorior Operations. 

SEC. 24. Completion o the Canvass; ~The СРВС shall sign по coicaton and alix 
tore atur arosol omei sach SOV, and using a арагив SOV, consokdae пе dala 
Vets o ки Ali maie end Моран voles, Therealtr sal prepare a Ceutea ol 
Кома uer Precamalen (COCP) wich алай contain ne follwing дайа: 

з. umber ot procincis canvassod: 

2 umber ot одао vous 

& umber of voere wno acuat vod. 

5 Rumborclalimaivelnagabro votos: and 

илет De atmdivonogatvevolas consul majorly ol ha voles casi inthe 

Barangay concemad. 

Tho COCP shal bo supported by an SOV by precnci The mombars ol te СРВС sha 
pan Har oi names and día ee signals and thumbmarks m he proper space ai ih 
ыл f tot orm ano соту under at thal he onines роге aro ua and correct 

‘SEC, 35 Distribution of ihe COCP. - The COCP shall be prepared n our) copios 
supported by a Statoment o Votes par Promet, and dsrbulad as дон 

(П), The original shalt, ийип tee (3) days Irom proclamation, bo sot to to Election 

Records and States Doparimon ol the Gommission: 

qo Tho socond copy блай e adim ino Осо ofthe Elocion Oilear: 

{3 The бий сору ahan bo scored 1 the Secretary of ne Department othe Iniorior 

and Loca Governmont: and 

(4) Tra lost copy sha o submited o to Cy Mayor o! Tarlac Cty. 

‘SEC, 36. Appeabity ofthe Omnibus Election Code and Other Election Laws: The 
persan ser di бола cin Goco, Rapur Aes No DE 

vrs ала Focus ol та Gommission which at nol inconsistant памі shal, as aras 
ростон, app ona pabsclo subo ris Resollon. 

SEC. 37. implementation. Tho Оо ol he Depuy Execute Dots ot peratone 
assisted by Elochon and Barangay Alians Daparimont, Financo Sarees Dapactmant and 
Жашла Sorcas барат. shat iploman тв Rosokon ensure te hong © 
afro, orca, honos poacotu and ство paiact. 

“Th Deputy Executive Оооо ог Oporans assisted by the Region Election Deco ot 
Fagor lars Hoencaltiecon Supeveorol Tarlac sha supra no conduci o ha pae. 

SEC, э. iseminaon. The esten ала oman Dae! al ts 
immeonis pblton fine похот m ono (1) dady пеизрарог ol gonertecuauon I 
ie тариз and ómo(i)Voealnowspapar and ууа tna weasipublcabon and Gaseraton. 
pow 

a Doparmen (EID in a 
"iino Cry cl Талас 
ostor ai 


Dope 
Supon 


"Tha EO о Талас Спу sal gvo this оволоп tho widost рийсаоп in Tarlac Cy. 
SEC. 39. Ettootivity. Ths Rosclon shal ko ойос! upon ts рисот 


‘SO ORDERED. 
AGAM 
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 4, 2006 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING DIVISION 
Mas otc: PASONG TAM, 


БК ТИ АЛГ 
Er ANTHONY'S BLOG., AURORA BLVD, QUEZON CITY 
Save! pH 
SM MEGAMALL MANDALUYONG CITY. 

ena, аза 


NEATIS 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER ^ 
OMNEA 


LASSIFIEDS 


The Widest Reaching Classifieds 


P245 per column centimeter P75 per line 
(res se of) 


DEADLINES 

for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
Mondays to Saturdays Sundays 
12:00 noon 12;00 noon 

Day before publication every Thursday 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


RAPID Tx VD-STD. 
Ex SWEAT PIMPLES KELOD 
ALLERGY WARTS SKIN PEEL 
18 Annapolis Greenhills 
cal 7276124- 25 


GARMA CLINIC 
VD SPECIALIST, 


GONORRHEA. WARTS 
Sens 970 HERPES 


тҮ] Т p 


Em 
BOUTAS, SKIN DISEASES ИГЕЗ 


HLERGIES,VAGINALAEPAA.| Майпа Square Suites 
RECURRENTUT 25туго Manila Bay View 
ALMORANAS, ERECTION 
PROBLENS 
INFERTUUTYINPOTENCE. 
MOLECYSTSCAR REMOVAL 
KELODPAP SVEAR 
compete LanonaTonY. 
Gana Bid, Ne Рул, 
Cubao, QC. 
(OPEN 9 ato 5PM MON. to SAT 


TEL NOS 4392706 | 9139474. 
4373898 


LEASE-TO-OWN 
Greenbelt Radissons 
20т/то; behind ADE 

Legaspi ViLL., Makati 


8 Wack Wack 
2-388, 25-38t/oo 
Bert golf view! 


Malayan Pina Call 34-1212 


NEAR GREENHILLS 


SnewThee/dstrys38r/9-¢1b 
тив 12 уи ир 80081 


TUTORIAL LESSONS 


MENTORSPLUS 9319787 


ASM CARDONA ST GU 
HOUSEHOLD 1085 


шин ету 
АА MAIDSNAYA. 4388220 - 


Republic of the Philippines 
CITY SPECIAL ECONOMIC ZONE AUTHORITY 
‘San Ramon, Zamboanga Сау 


Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 


ROAD OPENING AT THE ZAMBOECOZONE 2nd INDUSTRIAL PARK 
(SEAFRONT - PHASE I) 


“Toa Zecbcsqa Ciy брада Economie Zone Autry ZOSETAL Tosh be Conon 
Орка Budget 2005 tence t» зору te sum of EIGHT MILLION SEVENTY SK 
SNOUSANO SI HUNDRED NNE TY-SEVEN PESOS & 95/100 ONLY (PA OTI 537 35) beg 
те Approved igi to Contract ABC) 1o payments under a стас к "Road Opening 
tt the ZANSOECSZONE 2nd industrial Park (беа Phasel. Bes recen ence 
‘line ABC ләй be элоталсайу rejected at Bd opening 


‘cing Vii te conducted Trou open corpetive Bidang procedures as spaced in ta 
кенине Rus орага Pa А WALA) cf Rope Act S184 (RA MOAL 
Жетиш итп as he “Goverment Procurement Plor Ack” anis пенсиа. ist 
Эмнее ие xgerastons wi as severy re percent S ине or trn 
Жш stock balneo o czars of Р Рр in accordance we he RAG! RA. 
Stes олу бов hem болме Sera ча be opened In accordance wen fe FLA СВА. 
Stee‘ сиб wit ony ce awarded to ft Lowest Сосна snd Responsive Bidder who 
(tae corermined as such curly post uation. 


Tamouanga Сау. 
т, Spins бш bt зе ate att won er Ferr 10.2008 
St 020 a 
AL ts must be accompanies by a B Securty in any ol ве астр for: 
Format hy Tames Sasa Uu 
‘oops бише see 
RIO a OS TORE n) 
EET ISTIS IVS 
late Bes sal robo accep БЕ эре a Бе os February 1, 2006 a 1:00 АМ SE 
the Audio Vise! Воот. ord rico, ZAMBOECOZONE Administration Bulding. Sen 
‘Ramon, Zamboanga Сү Bs кап opened a presenca ol та Возач терезе ати 
Жо оош о aner ai a adress be са February 10,200 м 10:00 АМ. 
Complon ot me Wort н require by 120 calendar cays 
“The Zmbcarga Ciy Special Economie Zone Autor CCSEZA) reserves e night to exept 
Та ny Ба ш au е бпр process. sadi а м Bos ai элү me pror io 
Cont дере ол hereby reri an sabato есе Вади or Dade 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER, the recognized leader in the newspaper. 
industry with its balanced news and fearless views is committed to helping 
our trade partners achieve its business goals and serving the community 
Ма generation of employment. 


We are in need of 
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT SUPERVISORS 


to work for our Distributor Partner in the areas of Pampanga, Bataan, Tarlac, 
Nueva Ecija and Zambales. 


JOB DESCRIPTION: 
v^ Will handle a sub-distributor partner to grow the business. 


QUALIFICATIONS: 
= College graduates from the localities; 
= Highly motivated; Aggressive; Hardworking; 
= Must possess excellent oral and written communication skills both in 
English and Filipino; 
= Preferably Male, willing to work on a graveyard shift, fast-paced, 
dynamic and fiexible environment. 


С Background in sales is not necessary, but a plus.. 


Send your Resume to GQY Distribution Group Inc. at 
GAY Distributors Inc., Dolores Homesite Extension, Dolores, 
San Fernando Pampanga 


or cali/fax 045-9614048 and look for Mr. Mar Manabat or Mr. Jess Yap. 
You can email it to 
jessy@mail.imet.net.ph or qdydistribution.com.ph 


ee ————— MÀ 


Provincia! Government of Lane del Norte Contract Reference Number 
"Rame ofthe Contact 
Location of the Contract 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
The Governan те Phipanes tough te Department o! Land Rem (DLA) ha осеке а can кот e Asian Development Sank 
[ibs sesta cones дузиу Pelo Communes Proje (AACP) ts ranged hal pa ol ne proceeds ct is oen wil be рдел 
озш payne unde contacts ual шаргы е Component tor hich Hs nvaton o Ay lo Eig endo BIS ave. 
Tie Provincia Goverment ot Lanao el Norte. tough às Ds and Awards Conn (BAC) ines contractors reseed wi and 
Тороо Саадат Board (РСАВ) sa Mesum Ar or migrer fr silar contract 1o apply lor ell and 
Ола eigo. tob ir те erences cara 


improvement San Vicente-Butadon Sta. Cnz MA Loon FMB 
SES АНС, Kapatagon Lanao del Norte 
oncrptn oL 100 kms. Fr 1o Maret Road. 


POCO Pho 231934019 

Cresc Owranon Tet Colencar Days 
Prospecoea bdo sud posses a valid PCAS Lanes appa o ho contract have competed a similar contract wih a valo of at 
КОО те ABC ma Kare key persceneandequprran iste o Ep Forms) vati оге prosecbon cl a contac. 
‘Tas BA vases daooarn stan cera mira дому CecScrtenng as we as We Prine Examination i Bd. To 
ЭЛС we concu роп «масан e owes саслана е 
‘epoca misere i Egit Statement and Seen Bid Securty, Pecamance Securty. Preig Cortrence, Evauaiono 
‘Bek Рош бызны ин fecic Contac sata governed by e pore pronos d FLA. 9184 andis Inpsmening шев and 
egos Аяу. 

Tre scheda of BAC sts as los: 

BAC Actos ET 
асар кэт prspece Weser oi Lamers | danza 11.2008 
aca Oy cosas Apucabon е иар | ызу 24.2008 
Габа “rosy 17 205" 

EE 


Nan ol Contact 
0800 
pr 


Deed Yop Cm) LA VISTA Mansion type 
= FM part SWAP of smat ОС 
proptcash Cal 4253860 + 


[od 


Нер Agency SES « ЗИМ? Lesern 


MARSIOR AGENCY 4379040 
BATANGAS 


— 
Asst. Plant Mage: 
Рал, det, o 
Coordinate the work 
Seowiesencresouess | | s 
necessary fot 
‘renulactufeg products 
raccoranca weh cost 
дошу, and quaniny 
Specilcatuns: Direct 
and. coordinate 
коооп, processing 
аро and 
Rarketng actives o 
тила organizaron: 
Win gi techies 
Suits in’ ташыт. 
Saupment. Requires 
otage degree and 35 
monwes | Terence, Please 
fons ташта 1o: Tong 
бола (nits) Metal 
ipdusty Cos Ine. #11 
Aum High Ave Cor 
Сато St 58Р. 
Ёл, SBFZ. Olongapo 
Gay, TeL Ж QITESZ- 
в Fax P- (04282. 
©за2 Look lor Ms 
Castra ш. 


FARM FOR SALE 7 Son? P200 
Вал. Nag. Cac, №. Beach 


Mirum Rogues азр. 
T-09209220534 


No.of Unis |  Deserption 


LIPAT BAHAY 


BAHAY 9206784 4540520, 


«PT3OQITRIP 742-14-57 


1% AUTOLOAN 788-0361 


Helge Park 1634-1212 I SE Desin. 


1% Car Lending 656-0140 
United Tree Car Loan Corp. 


ча смс єзтл Ат ты 


те 


=== SUA 
Кесер and Opening En 


MESS T 206 norte on 
Er 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT 


QUEZON CITY 


бане EX UT 
sd Roter voran 
ты BAC was to prospects irs Egy Forms ai ter cl he BAC Serrat бох. seno A Ота Proved Goverment 
Tee осетр, Is Uran б Nowe. won ar sen ce LOLandugen өг payer anco eundoble amour cl Seven 
andrea Py Poses any (TS ome ооа Gorenari olana dal od Casier Prospecsebes shat ийин na Ey 
ferta eee Used ades. They may a Gan arenas d та бому Cackby a BAC ale зале возен 
AS ds mus be accompanied by а Ba Secu о tho оом forms: 
амаз coach's ecumanagers check nthe amount ol one percent (^) ABC which is P422 83.46 
2. Siray Sond which s wo элда hal pecan [2 9) o АВС in 1e amcuniol P1 57 98370 alabie on demand ала ови by 

fhe Government Gerace ance Sytem (GSIS) or by vp surety or insurance company and tobe posted in livor of 

the Prona! Govemment i Lanao ди None 
‘Tee BAC өй loco Being Doromeete олу 1o айн declares by е BAC io be elgtl forte tiding upon payment of a non- 
Teese amet o fren Thousand Posos ont IF 15900.00) he Ролс avemument ol Lanza dl ода Caste. 
Tra Proce cl aas dt Nov reserves a nghi о accpt rct any ofa bd, and wave any піоттаму or échocally ang 19 
эме en Эдди whose proposs seemed тон advantageous lona Provci Goverment of anao di Nove. The Procul 
бутет c Lanao cu None nae! senes any "s эү ose vhatscevr tet may be cured by Ре tier on TNO 
Sen cites rope tio ко dors a Proves! Government i Lanao cel None quaai fal an amar мї ое made. 
Jperediy 

(Sot) MILORED J. INGCO 
BAC Crama 


Cc 2000 41308 MLEAGE ssar 
тпай (TEXT ON 


1% CARLOAN 373-6519 


Ti Eas Car Loss (TS 


ашт suw 


алала Толди x Т Kt 1 


Uns PINAS [nd 


PLM 288 2STRY 806086 OTHER CAR BRANDS 


MARIKINA итш puaga КАТРАН ac. Туре SL 2door good 
FRNTATEEDFAS m ntes Running Condon 

(le fer SA, GM, CALL сате FORD Fiera Tel 990-2887 
Bnew dab eniin Men 9285541 1 7361925 Се. 0918-4181875 E 


PROVIDENT VIL nr ATENEO 
dfüm w Эме nr gate Patt 
LOT ONLY 301m gate Rush 
Фер тыз 9998423 


GENERAL 
ITEMS FOR SALE 


CATALINA SECURITY AGENCY 
IS IN NEED OF: 


ACCOUNTING 
CLERK 


college graduate major in 
accounting; 
1 year experience in this job or 
other similar jobs; 
knowledge of basic accounting 
principles; 
Skilled in report writing, preparation 
of billing and filing 
Qualified applicants may apply in 
person to: 
The Personnel Manager 
626 G. Araneta Avenue, 
Quezon City 


(Quick SERVICEBAM РШ 
Еп; ENGINE TUNE-UP 
WHEEL AUGN.BALANCING 
‘CREDIT CARDS HONORED 
FREE AFTER SALES SERVICE 
RUBBERVOLT 35 WEST AVE 
TI VIS AV. 115 MINDAV QC 
TRIBU SRI 


Fully Furnished + 535-8008 armenan 


*NO DPx 
нї: LATE FASS 2Storey IBR 
ZI, PiMnhes 6420027 
916-4414 09173512287 


2a wo taking car ти! 


A NAME YOU CAN TRUST! 
E 4 


BUY + SELL» PAWN 


poate ROLEX+OTHERS 
ошо xpi 


FOR RENT. 
дебла ова 739095 361925 юе DIAMONDS / JEWELRY - 


арса kangen Г 
Low бр Eana 0017-8912380 m— чыр pom. POL OFW & BALIKBAYAN 
CARS FOR RENT 


Mariei 0917-5215864 J Guarrantoed Lowest Price 
“FURNISH PASAY 6572865 


2—2 5o Hidden Cost aad A- Condition 


КУЕ 
нака 


‘2% weTaling Car 7221021 


тъл Cor 8888903 


дешн троп 33 1402 -400000207 


тента Car 850454 


pem 
_ 265 (0a 24-18101249- 1801 
F E 0917- 857915310926- 6911125 
i Joste- 20909 0818-96075 


l 


EX SWISS WATCHES. |. 
SWISS WATCHES 


SWISS WATCH LOANS 


LOW Уч INTEREST 
AGENCIA DE MAKATI t09 7355 


canes Rent a Car Vans 

Coaster 4LOL храп Ure 

Сиз & Diver Services 
1975 8131976 03466. 


MAKATI CONDO 
RENT ISALE: MANY CHOICES 
READY FOR OCCUPANCY 
843-0887 887-5318 


caravans Contes 02428 
má 
POE 


Fiane LC 


New Year's Promo Bash 
CPU Int 


mp >> | >= шеш 
т а A90, E 6800, кн! 


uu сше ey 


Ө... ан ѕахе,сотьрћ 
роон ке: 
FEE КОЕ 
енот Кы, 
трде ааа 
Кра [xi 
pror MN d 
yel Eier 


BUYING ROLEX 


FACE 


ма т Aya PIT Loy тиет 
Chop Van sant ит! 


Denis Cine For Suae 
Rmi Alm Bé Ma 
3811-407 1/23-8047* 


Pans oSpg pe ТТЕ 


MALATE MLA 52604849 


VISTA DE LAGO 
NAA Sig Ra 
‘Global iy, 15. 1o Ayala 
ККД 
0920-6348545 


оос TRANER 0819-7219020 


PROS starto | «00002 
RENT A VAN 
09175444721 2-405 


PHIL . DOG SCHOOL 
RUN BY THE ONLY KS 
PSYCHOLOGISTIN. RP. URGENTLY NEEDED 
CIVIL ENGINEER, 
‘wi Exp. & Prof. License 
Те: 427-2808 427-8297 


CALL POEA 


24-HOUR HOTLINES 


722-1144 or 722-1155 


CELLULAR PAWNSHOP 
унй On Us, Well Do The 
Fest 2 Eam Ur Money More 
mess 


ABC OPEN 24 HAS. 
HLACETSTAREICRY 
MIR RI 
E CARSASLAXUBUSES 
ML S06 382773034708 
Кес 


1% Ашо Easy 5344441 


tmas cannae 


| wren rou | 


Buying Rolex 
ыа Бонк, 
p 


tam гат 06178651573 


NR LA SALLE TAFT Taremüpsenem + SING 


Beowfnssrdstyisoumasrito 
fagtgeP4.710M 8903461 Mus Manages DUDAS 
 MANDALUYONG ©. CARRERA of Quezon City 
ва ри 000150, Paget, 
Боом Seres ct 205. 

[vem] 


RTW CONSIGN 0917-8030002 


Ant EXTRA FOR NEN vanm 


CONDO. энен. озиме [re I 


“PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 4, 2006 


RATE 
P245 per column centimeter 


ris et) 
DEADLINE 
for reservations / cancellations / cor 


Monday to Sunday 
12:00 noon 
Day before publication 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING DIVISION 


rS DEDA. AURORA BLVD. QUEZON CITY, 

Fins > pH 

Sinon manDALUvONG cr 

Eon УЗ foe sana 

BENI BLDG., 636 ТМ. KALAW ST., ERMITA, MANILA 
чш тийыш 


Ёл ж, ШУН 
S address main chwiidsiequrer com ph 


SERIE 


t | Aie К 


IN AISADORLING 


4 di id Толя "ing Center & Man rymount School, 


Sa ra MARIS 


1 he Joy in Living g Foundation, itt Holding igs Corporation, Intex Telecom Sy ystems, ы ший... 
ins TED. у Solutions, Wi Wireless Services s Аза, SGE Data Systems Tne. , Exromotors Corp. and Boating Ig World 


Bip cie 


FRANCISCO B. DELA CRUZ ^ 


Peacefully joined our Lord on 
January 1, 2006 at tlie age of 75. 


His wife Geny; children Joy & Bernard, 
Rodolfo & Lissa, Donna & Ed; and 
grandchildren Byron, Bea, Kaye, Dino, 
Trish, Becca, Diego, Gab & Reign, relatives 
& friends request the pious readers to pray 
for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His body lies in state at the Dela Cruz's 
Residence at #59 Palawan St., Bago-Bantay, 
Quezon City. 


Interment will be on Sunday, January 8, 
at the Holy Cross Memorial Park, Quezon 


ылу фы ofanuary 2, 2006 al theagedf 59. 


Hes remains il baat Hh fames the Great нї, (lowerchapel) in 


Ayala AMabang Vilage ,Mantinlspa Gly. 
y y EN gia ep 


Sulermentwill boon January 6,2006 afler tle 9:00 a.m. maii 


* In lieu of flowers you may wish to make a donation to Sylvia’ favorite advocacy, "The Joy in Living Foundation's 
ае James the Great Parish will be from 1:00 pm. to П. 11:60pm 


Ker loving husband Cd: dilden: Frida, бо, е main буна, tonius Gowy Sp меда. A 
granddaughter: Шу; siter: Daisy Rallen and Шеп Slade Salvador, one fa Se Ww; 
vellus and friends requ te fi readers ta fray for he clernel яу of horse. 


Message of hanks 
We, the family of the late 
ALBERTO ENCINARES HEQUIBAL 


who passed away in the Grace of the Lord 

on December 24, 2005 
wish to convey our heartfelt gratitude to all those 
who helped us, grieved with us with their 
presence, prayers, messages of sympathy, kept 
vigil and who in countless ways comforted us in 
our bereavement. 


Our Most Sincere Gratitude 


* absent from the body to be 
present with the Lord.” 


2 Corinthians 58 


METRO MANILA 
s PIRAS 
FUNERARIA FILIPINAS 
187 Roa! St Zapote Alabang, Las Pilas 
Тез. 873-0507; 673-0028 
makati 
DON BOSCO CHAPELS. 
Pasay пов Mahal Ciy; та 004-5092 to 34 
FUNERARIA FILIPINAS 
95 17. Aizal St Pobacon. Makati Chy 
"is 800.3556: 000-0101 
LOYOLA MEMORIAL CHAPELS 
EDSA cor. Bernarda St, Guadalupa. Makati Ciy 
"ou 686-1011 1019 
MALABED FUNERAL SERVICE 
зА Coronado St- Guadalupa Vis, Мака! Сау 
та 
SANTUARIO DE SAN ANTONIO PARISH 
Forbes Ра, Makan Сау 
ты Now 043.0838730; Fox No 433221 
эт ALPHONSUS MARY DE LIGOURI PARISH 
‘Magallanes Vae, Шакан Cty 
"ole 852-8220, 0521204 
-MALABON 
FLORESCO FUNERAL HOME 
216 Gon, Luna St, Coneapoon, Maison, Moto Manta 
"us. 2612063. 2610004, 2810522 
MANDALUYONG 
'SANTUARIO DE SAN JOSE PARISH 
out Groom, Mandaluyong Ciy 
polax 724-4139, 7282044 
emanita 
DULCE MEMORIAL SERVICES 
ose Abd Sarias va cor Duan S Матар, Manta 
"Tes. 112.5102; 741-8128: 75188 
Faso 712061 
LA FUNERARIA PAZ, INC. 
1501 CM Pacto Avo. cor T. Mapua, Manta 
тен 711.8031 10 35: 792-4798: 792-2027 
POPULAR MEMORIAL CHAPELS. INC. 
ы! Raa Ave. Sin. Cruz, Mantia 
"Te Now 254.0087. 254-0898 
ST. MARK MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
10-150. Tonzon cor Loto St, Sampaloo Manto 
ты 740-3870: 181-1772 
UNIVERSAL FUNERAL SERVICE а MEMORIAL CHAPELS 
тавр Ave ба Сал. Manta 
чыз 400-4080: 4934940 
WELINGTÓN FUNERAL SERVICES 
лот Qon. Luna St, Paco. Manta Tol 302-5447 
MARIKINA 
'ERIG SANTIAGO MEMORIAL CHAPELS 
за ayanbayan Ave. Concopcon |, Mariana Cty 
"a. 942-5044 475-1177 
F SANTIAGO MEMORIAL HOMES 
S Gomez & 13 V. Gomor St 
“an loquo, Marina Су 
лиз 640.1728 or 840.1730 
LOYOLA MEMORIAL PARK CHAPELS & CREMATORY SERVICES 
Чоуда мопона Park A Вол Avenue 
ra Cn 


13V. Gonor St, San Roque. Мапа Cty 
Tos. 040-1728; 646-1790, 
+PARARAQUE 
HOLY TRINITY MEMORIAL CHAPELS 
DLA Sanon Ava, Sucat Puls 
Sut Pantaqun Ciy 
Tola, 825-1200, 26-120, Til: 25-1914 


"us 820-1502 835-9047 25.0505 
инсон MEMORIAL SERVICES, INC. 
‘Ground For EMP B Самт 
ax Monora Si, Phase! BF Соппек Cana, 
‘Pomage Maro aria 
RIZAL FUNERAL HOMES 
T187 D» A Santos Ave. 
‘Sucal.Paratague Су 
төз. 20-1370 86.9682, (0018) 712-1220 
PASAY 
RIZAL FUNERAL HOMES 
438 Сотта St, Pasay Ciy 
төз 031-1208 
VERONICA MEMORIAL HOMES 
(Оне NBI Мор 
SEPA пах SL Pasay Oty 
тз. 091-9707; 844-7048; 43-1001: 045-4838 
E 
ARLINGTON EAST THE GARDEN CHAPELS 
(Raymon S cot Marcedos Ave 
озмыш ve Pasig CU 
Tis 1470589147 080 Talon 41-1780 
FUNERARIA ANGEL QUIOQUE. 
но. 67 Pas Bouvard Extension, Pasig Ciy 
Tels 641-7909, 641-1738 
+ашкгон city 
ARLINGTON MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
120. Arana Акоп, Quaten Cy 
Tata. 716-1026, 18 1631, 718-1027 
LA FUNERARIA LAWRENCE DAQUIRAN 
123 Pato St, Pret 2. Quezon Ciy 
ты aan ase 
LA FUNERARIA PAZ, INC. 
3G. Arana Avo. co Камау St. Quezon Ciy 
тав 40-3809 10 712-300: 743 0502 ot 05 
NACIONAL MEMORIAL HOMES. 
84б. Атима опо, Quezon Сау 
Tel 713-5291 136. 714-0007, 714-0868 
Sr PETER FUNERAL HOMES 
олоп Ciy 


этАви!о-РАТЕ 
FUNERARY 
m Aman SL Palros, Mato Mana 
"ue GAP 0010, 65.3002 
‘GARDEN OF MEMORIES MEMORIAL PARK 
"Salado Bago. Раво, мото Mania 
“ot Gia ent tae 
HERITAGE PARK 
Bayani Rana, Fort nescio. тарау Mato Marin 
"us (OL) 846-2341 1042. 
туи юзвке, ate 


PROVINCIAL 
sALBAY 
ойон HILLS MEMORIAL CHAPELS, INC. 
бирон Нова Logasp Cay 
тав (082) 020-0168, 09172074162 
-mAcoLon 
ROLLING HILLS MEMORIAL CHAPELS INC 
Cound Fir. Ronng i Cnopel 270v acson Si 
Мапа. басова Cy 
Te аза? 
Baguio 
LA FUNERARIA PAZ, ING. 
Tongue Fd Bague Ciy 
Té (074) 45.3337; (01) 442907 


-Bataan 


SANTUARIO GARDEN & CHAPELS 
"sy Road, Baranga Ciy, Batan. 
"hs (O47) 2370843 +7911700. 


nutacan 


FUNERARIA TUASON 
Poblacion San кв, Gulacan 3011 
Tos (04) 764281; 678-0206, (0917) 095-0008 


*cAVITE 


FUNERARIA SAMSON 
448 Boyan шта, nus. Cave 
Tas (40) 471-3378. 471-2878 
TA FUNERARIA SAPINOSO 
б Tirona St mus Camio 
төз. (046) 471.3388; 46 473-4417; (046) 571-1978 


ceau 


“COSMOPOLITAN FUNERAL HOMES, INC. 
vel il, Lug, Cobu Cy 
Чез 231.0721. 204-3192 
(CEBU ROLLING HILLS MEMORIAL CHAPELS INC. 
Tonu Branch A S Fortuna Sos! 
Band, Mandaue Cly Cobu 
Төз 346-2543: 462601 


-vavao 


‘COSMOPOLITAN FUNERAL HOMES, INC. 
Camus Ent си. Abad Sanos. Davao Cly 
"ae (06) 227-201, 227-1250 


siLocos 


LA FUNERARIA LAWRENCE BAQUIRAN 
21 Grelogo St. Vigan, locos Sur 
ты 702.2790, Ga (0017) 5000130; (0917) 8080145 


racuna 


SAN RAMON FUNERAL HOMES 
2020 Brgy. la, Sia Rosa, Laguno. 
"Tel (040) 837-8052; 531-4142: Fax (40) 531-4909 
ZUASOLA FUNERAL HOMES 
бу Bot Ramadi, Sen Patio Ciy: Laguna. 
Ple (0919021008 00020. 
no. (ot лао 


PAMPANGA 


FUNERARIA PANGILINAN 
Serio Enterro cor P Burgos St, 
Tout Sar, Арав Gy 
s (015 008-2980 : (045) 322-5247 


Т 


А LADY OF PEACE MENOML PARK CHAPEL & 
scents ne 
tissue A 
(БУЫ ылда шел. 
tae erat 
алт КЕСА, oues 
eer acta has 
р) 
уа Wo la MRNA an 
Hber Tni 

ИЩ m 
it RU 
калд MENONA сраз 
Желме 


zAMBALES 


'DACLUAY MEMORIAL SERVICES 
He Чоро Kalawan, Olongapo Cay 
төп. 1047) 222-3008: (AT) 011-1080, 

1047)27244t2 (T) 224-2014 

OLONGAPO MEMORIAL PARK 

‘Del Rosano SI. Tabacshan, 
Sia Ria Olongapo 
Tal. No. (047) 229-1002 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
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Aag 
"Only goodness and love will pursue me all the days of my life; 
Twill dwell in the house of the Lord for years to come...” Psalm 23:6 


DIADORO F. EVANGELISTA 
“Dody” 


Peacefully joined his Creator and wife, Charito 
on January 3, 2006 at the age of 89. 


His children Ronnie and Thelma, Jody, Bobby and Felicia, Rowie; 
grandchildren Rachel, Rhoanne, Raymond (+), Michael, Boobee, 
Mark, Samara, Billy, Patricia; great grandchild Ysabella request the 
readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 

His remains lie in state at La Funeraria Paz, G. Araneta Ave., Quezon 
City and will be transferred to the Sta. Rita Parish Church, Quezon 
City on January 4, 2006 at 12:00 noon. 

Cremation will be on January 7, 2006 at La Funeraria Paz after the 
9:00 a.m. Mass at Sta. Rita Parish Church, Q.C. 


MIRIP ^ 


« „absent 
from 

the body 
to be 
present 
with the 
Lord." 


— à Corinthians 5:8 


"Come to Me, all you who are weary and burdened, 
and I will give you rest Matthew 11:28 


Our Beloved Daddy 


Edilberto “Agi” Ponce Diax 


passed away in the Grace of our Lord 
on January 3, 2006 at the age of 73. 


He is survived by his wife Tess; children and 
children-in-law Vojie, Jojo & Jing, Tess & Denis, 
Edison and Eddie Boy; grandchildren, brothers 
and sisters, in-laws, nephews and nieces. 


His family will receive relatives and friends at the 
La Funeraria Paz-Sucat, Parañaque City until 
Thursday morning, January 5, 2006. He will then be 
brought home to his beloved Pagsanjan, Laguna. 


We design 
obituaries 


@ BENIGNO DE SALES, "me 


Died peacefully on January 1, 2006 
at tlie age of71. 


Interment will be on Friday afternoon, 
His loving wife Elizabeth; children Bing, Duday, Juboy, Marco, 


January 6, 2006 at the Ala-Ala Memorial Park 


for free. 


сагол Classified Ade Branches for aunatance. 
ID 

LIIS 
арен 


request the readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 

His remains lie in state at La Funeraria Paz, Quezon City and will be 
transferred to Pulupandan, Negros Occidental on January 6, 2006. 
Interment will be on Monday, January 9, 2006 at Pulupandan 
Cemetery. 


in Pagsanjan, Laguna. 


| 
| Gracita, Bebeth Joy and Lavinia; grandchildren and other relatives 


PAWING, PALO. LEYTE 
ты. ноз. (053-323-3075, 323-3084) 
Fax No. 053-323-3061 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR REGISTRATION/ELIGIBILITY & TO BID 
PROCUREMENT OF SECURITY SERVICES 
FOR NFA REGION VIII 
The National Food Authority (NFA) vts al interested Privato Securty Agencies 
ТУ ау. apply lor eil and о bd lor provision of Securty Services for 
Сыедаг Year 2006 st NFA Regional Ойсе No. Vil. The service contract to be bid 
Skal o avide to iots with one province reaed as one (1) Lat, 1o wit: 
LOTNO. PROVINCE NO.OFSG'S APPROVED BUDGET 
FORTHE CONTRACT 
NORTHERN LEYTE Р" "309864000 
SOUTHERN LEYTE 127250000 
SIURAN 51.4000 
WESTERN ЗАМАН 115024000 
NORTHERN ЗАМАН 242931000 
EASTERN SAMAR 2 158432000 


Ф NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 
REGIONAL OFFICE NO. Vill 


PRIVATIZATION AND MANAGEMENT OFFICE 
INVITATION TO SUBMIT OFFERS 
Offered for Sale are seven residential lots formerly belonging to the 
Peninsula Development Bank (Penbank), whereby six lots are located 
at Peninsula Homes, Subdivision, Barangay Bukal, Pagbilao, Quezon; 
and one lot is located at San Vicente, Gumaca, Quezon. 


‘These seven residential lots are being offered on a per site and on 
an "as-is, where-is" basis, as follows: 


Peninsula Homes Subdivision, Barangay Bukal, Pagbilao, Quezon 


SITE NO.| TCT NO. | LOTNO. ГАВЕА (sam INDICATIVE | 


PRICE 
54,000 
150,000 


Lots 120 
[tots Bk 6] 230 


TOTAL 78 P^ 987308000 
The application forms. eligibility requirements and other bid documents shall be 
‘blained from the Regions! Bids and Award Commitee (АВАС) Secretariat alter 
Payment oa non-translerableion-relundabie bidding fee of Seven Thousand Five. 
Килеп Pasos (P7,500.00) The schedule of bidding activites are аз falows: 
Date Activity 
Jan. 5-16, 2006 (8:00 am—5:00 pm) issuance of Registration, Eigblity and 
Ва Documents (МҒАЯОМІ) 
Jan. 19, 2006 (500 pm) 


Deadline for Submission of Required 
Registration à Elgbity Documents 
Jan. 25, 2006 (8:00 am- 500 pm) 

Jan. 28, 2006 (2:00 pm) 


Issuance of Cerüicate of Registration 
® Notice of Elgbüty 
Pre-Bidding Contorence 
(NFA-ROB Cont. Ат) 
Feb. 7, 2006 (9:90 am) Submission & Opening o Bids 
(NPA-ROS Conference Fim) 
A Special Power of Atiomey (SPA) Issued by the Prospective Bidder Ownar (lor 
ош ownership) and/or resolution fom the Board authorizing their representative. 
{for Corporations) lo purchase the bid documents, ю sign for and behalf of the 
mericorporation whatever documents relative to he bidding and о attend he pre- 
Bidding conference and during ine opening ofthe bids shall be required. 
NFA reserves the right o reject any ог ай bids to waive any formaltyinormaly of 
the bids, received and lo accept oniy such Bids which are advantageous to the 
National Food Authory. 
(504) ANTONIO J. ADORABLE 
"Asst. Regonal Manager I 


а Chairman- ABAC, NFA-ROVII 


UPGRADE 2006: The 17th 
UP Diliman Job Fair 


THERE ARE A THOUSAND APPLICANTS IN THE job 
market today. You want to get the best and the 
brightest. Where else would you find them? 

Join UPGRADE 2006: Ti 17" UP Diliman Job Fair 
and see your company rise above the rest! Get that 
prime advantage through a competitive workforce! 

Organized by the UP Office of Counseling and 
Guidance (UP OCG) with the UP Junior Philippine 
Institute of Accountants (UP JPIA) and the UP Alumni 
Association (UP AA), UPGRADE 2006 is an event 
designed to bring your company closer to the country's 
finest graduating students from All Courses. The event 
will push through on 23-27 January 2006, from Bam- 
Spm at the Ang Bahay ng Alumni, UP Campus, Diliman, 
Quezon City. 

"The organizers will gladly welcome any inquiries 
regarding this event through the following: Telefax No. 
926.4162; Tel. No. 929.5835; or e-mail 
upjobfair2006 yahoo.com. You may also reach us 
through any of the following: (Jill) 0917.8158540, 
(Майа) 0919:5608386, (Pete) 0915.4082972, (Kristy) 
0916.2034170, (Crystle) 0917.8584532. 


Also Brought 
to you by: 


NFA assures of sufficient stock 


of rice until the middle of ‘06 


А STRATEGIC POSITIONING OF RICE STOCKS BY 
the National Food Authority along with the inroads 
made by the Agriculture Department in increasing the 
production of other food commodities assure the 
ample supply of the country's basic food needs next 
year. Practically debunking fears ofa rice shortage next 
year, NFA administrator Gregorio Y. Tan, Jr. said that 
based on the agency's operational distribution target, 
МРАЗ rice stocks will last until June next year. At 
478,600 metric tons, the agency's rice stock accounts 
or 29 percent of the countrys total current stock of 1.6 
million metric tons (MMT). Household and 
‘commercial rice stocks, placed at 790,000 ти and 
361,500 MT, respectively, account forthe balance. The. 
country is also banking on the increase in palay 
production. According to Tan, a relatively high 
Sufficiency level in rice requirement in 2004 can Бе 
‘duplicated this year through sustained planting of the 
regular certified rice and the expansion of area planted 
to hybrid rice. As there was no major weather 
disturbance occuring lately, the country has a fair 
chance of achieving good harvest for the main стор 
from October to early next year. For additional 
information, queries and complaints on rice supply the 
publie В advised to contact NFA through Text NFA at 
‘mobile number 0917-6210927. 


caCORE 
ewTenPaIse 


lot7,Bk 6| 204 
tas | 89 
lori2 Bik 6| 227 
lod | йт 


133,000 
67,000 
148,000 
47,000 


San Vicente, Gumaca, Quezon 


[smewo.|rcrwo.| LOTNO. [AREA (sq.m) INDICATIVE | 


| | PRICE 
т-411949 | 10.9239 | 348 49,000 


"With informal dwellers 


Offers will be received, opened and tabulated in the presence of 
offerors on 17 January 2006, 6th Floor, PMO Conference Room, 
NDMC Building, 104 Gamboa Street, Legaspi Village. Makati City. 


Interested parties may request for the duly authenticated copies of the 
Offer for Sale documents for a nominal fee of P300.00 from the PMO 
Marketing Office, 104 Gamboa Street, Legaspi Village, Makati City. 


For more information, please сай Mr. John DF. Baldemor of the PMO 
Marketing Department at 817-6331 or 817-8762. 


мнне X4 5 2000 


7 
ig STEES МӘГ 
Эла Maximize 


ус To! 404-2783, 523-1718, 526-1909 
ТСЕ Colt No.: 0917-327-7271 
E-mail: GetSuccessNows 


yPound.com 


Repub ol e Рт 
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT 
1m Jose Regan 

‘BRANCH 10 

‘Davee cay 
INTHE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION. 
FOR CORPORATE REHABILITATION OF 

SP. PROC. NO. мово 

2.5. GMSANO, NC, 


STAY ORDER 

вуз PETITION. J. S. Gaisano tnc. a domestic corporation duly organized and existing 
under ard by vrue cl he laws c е Phiippnes, wih principal Осе в at 78 cor Suazo and 
Sa Ana Sposi. Davao Oty, seeks the approval cfe Rehablaton Pan attached lo the 
pation as Annex Р. 

Pettener alleged tnl is was primariy ostsbished to engage in fne business of retall 
театр end wes, unl 1982. е leading mal operator Davao iy, employing nore 
then 2000 eXpioyoes and ое. 1 iurar водна Par afr ns incoporaton in 1976 ts 
додаас ome Sores so trat 1986 estabishod i Tagum, Davao ди Ноле те JS Gaisano 
Shick et Fat tne was е most advances supermartat ала department sioro in the саву. R 
ares serves vom merchandiong о eod and was inthe mde cl lurher expansion wen 
Vines т by ie n 1904, which guted ns more эла об centers I has accordingly achieved 
the tepuaon of being а merchandising expert and was awarded "The Most Outstanding 
Countyacie esr oi a Year by fe Pippina Chamber o Commerce and Indus. 
оми because of he upsurg of erst raio resuibng trem ne Азап nancial cs n 
тоа inancel problems fom балк credas То sce Pu, t eod s main ral at 
tus St, Davao Сау lo py ts crodtos езип the Development Bank of he Philppnes 
Sese ine bank cro, hoki seven valuable properas in Mana tolning 17 hectares 

"Pttoner admis ha t has adequate assets to триал s business i anoiher fom. I 
mes sit Маша properes wich ategedy те Sia. Loca Development Corporaton has 
зы ш winners 1o len ns properes, cras, крепче and personnel o develop ће 
Sie erro a matd resdental and commercia! subcison. Hence, peutonor prays for he 
ance ofan order o aya башта against tin ihe meantime Pal the renablaon pan is 
"der coosderson 

Тл the pelo to be suficient in отт and substance, Mr. Jesus Jaime C. Larin, ot 
олот Basten comer Devo Sis. Insul Viage N, Lanang, Davao Ci Phippnes pet 
omes is nereby apponted renauson recave т accordence wih tne tn Rule of 
Procase on Comore Renabiteton, which took ect on December 15, 2000 Mr Jesus 
Donne C Lanta  resursd о pos а bond hereby meg at ONE MILLION (91.000 000 00) 
PESOS in Tavor olJ. S. базала. Inc 1o guarantee ho ril perfomance ol his lunctions as 
cower Не а бгеде 1o signi his acceptance or non-accepiance ol тив appointment vin 
{hen (10) days топ recepi of sorde 

The елес ot s аита. whether fr money or ohenvis and whether by cout acon 
croterase.agursi he ремага 1а guarantors and sues nol soni abi wih he deblor 
гешу STAYED. 

"Tha petioner is herby prohibited коп seling. encumbering, vanstering or disposing, 
in any manner ol a propero excop in a ordinary course ol bus 

"ria prehitd kom making any payment of їз labis outstanding as of he dato of 
eg о e ролет 

The suppers of goods and services ol ta potion are prohibited fom wihholdng 
supplex eed к two Grinary course О business as long as n лег pays for seces and 
oos шов air ho sugnco c is stay order 

"Tha petione в hereby rected to pay in fu all administrativa, baits lo be incre 
эзе то елсе of is STAY ORDER. 

"The ita neering ol tris рийоп в hereby set on January 26,2008. at 8-30 in he moming. 
Tre puters reed to cause the pubcaton of bus Order те Philppine Daly ngurer 
nca weck lr wo (2 consecutus woeks sang nol lator an saven (7) days iom ihe 
Sanos of te order 

АЗ crediors and ай othar interostod pares Including the Secures and Exchanga 
‘Commission are hereby Greced о ме and seme on me petioner and upon ths Cour a 
Series comment on of oppestion la те peiton: win supporting айви and docume 
шо төлеп (10) Gaye бө tne date c fhe sal hearng and puting hem on rota thal 
{her ature o do so wi par har rom parcpatng п the proceecngs 

Tha теде and teres ралі are harby десс 1o secure trom те Court copies 
ч the рет and as anneres wit such tmo a 0 enable ретаз 1o е thet comment 
элд oppossion t the ponton and to prepare for he ital noana on January 25,2006, 
Seres беу өй be bared кол pertepsing in 1e proceedings ol his cate. 

The potions hereby decid to meedaey sare в сору ol a Order and тө Роот 
wa Amores on Me Jesus Jarna C. Lain, woo В Yequosed о mantest fis acoptanco or 
Ton-acenpiance oi на appoinment nol ater tan ten (10) days кот recep of те Orar. 

‘SO ORDERED. 

Gwen tis 28% day of Docenber 2005, at Davao Cy, Philippines 


(Sod) JAIME V. QUITAIN 
E 


Copy turished: 
Aty Marcil О. T. Balgos, 
S009 West Tekine Tower, PSEC Bldg. 
Exenange Read, Orlgas Center, Pasig Су. 
Mr Josus Jaime C. Lantin 
0101 Вэвйап Comer Davao Sts. 
nsuar Уаде 1i, Laneng 
Davao chy 


Securities and Exchange Commi 
dora Subdivision, Mauna 
Davao Ciy 

The Acting Clerk of Court 

мл of эсте 

Ecoland, Davao Ciy 


oci a aen 


Republic of the Philippines 
Board of Investments. 
PHILIPPINE RETIREMENT AUTHORITY 
29/Е Citibank Tower, 8741 Paseo de Roxas, Makati City 
Tel. No.: (632) 848-1412 to 16 Fax (632) 848-1411 


INVITATION FOR OFFER TO SELL 


Philippine Retirement Authority (PRA), a 
government corporation, is interested to buy ONE 
FLOOR OFFICE CONDOMINIUM UNIT, 
APPROXIMATELY ONE THOUSAND SQ.M. within 
Makati Business Center area or Global City (The 
Fort). Direct seller only. 
Details of requirements may be secured from the 
Technical Committee from January 3-31, 2006. 
Bids and Awards Committee 


(Р01- 00е 28, 2005 Jan 4, 2006) 


| Live at the 


! new Columns Legazpi Village 
and be a few steps from 


STEP 1. PICK UP THE PHONE AND CALL 888-0000. 


a more satisfying career. 


ASK ABOUT THE: | 


COMMUNITY 


INNOVATIONS INC, 


An AYALA Company 


таф 
pš 
E 


| 


COLUMN 
Legazpi village 


Livo a fow stops from everything. 


If you're like thousands of hardworking urbanites, 
|; working your way to the top can be a big challenge. But 
| if you've ever felt the sheer bliss of a job well done and 
the promise of another great day at work, you know 
È there are bigger things than the little hassles of the dai- 
ly grind. 


д 
ТНЕ 8 


COLUMNS 


i villa 
That's what Community Innovations is all about. Wen E 
After its resounding success with The Columns Ayala Avenue, Community 
Innovations is breaking ground with a new set of Columns rising in the heart of 
exciting Legazpi Village. With the introduction of lofts and bi-level units, The 
Columns Legazpi Village not only revolutionizes the definition of urban living, 
it promises to change how you live your life. With the Makati Central 
Business District practically next door, going to work can literally be a 
walk in the park. And less time on the road means more time for things 
that really matter to you, whether it's rushing to close that deal or trying 
to squeeze in a gym session, or even just looking for a place to unwind 
and recharge. At The Columns Legazpi Village, а better life, like every- 
thing else, is within a few steps. 


Still, you just know life could be better. And you 
couldn't be more right. 


Community Innovations is an Ayala Land company that caters to young urban 
achievers, It builds balanced, harmonious communities with a sense of fun, 
where the living experience enhances the lifestyles and fulfills the aspirations of 
its customers 


ПТСР 


WEDNESDAY, 


rm . JANUARY 4, 2006 
Napocor 


to certify 
workers 


By Abigail L. Ho. 


IN PREPARATION FOR ITS EVENTUAL PRIVA- 
tization, the state-run National Power Corp. 
has begun offering a certification program that 
will equip its employees with more-than-sui- 
cient skills in operating power plants. 

The certificates to be issued under the pro- 
gram—an initiative of the state firm's training 
and development department—are meant to 
provide "concrete proof" that Napocor em- 
ployees are qualified to operate the state 
firm's generation facilities. 

“{Napocor employees] can then present 
their certificates to the future owners of our 
power plants,” said Reynaldo Bongao, Napoc- 
or technical training division manager. 

Already, 14 Napocor operations and main- 
tenance personnel under the state firm's 
Small Power Utilities Group (Spug) have re- 
ceived their certificates for completing the 
program. 

Before taking the certification exam, the 
participants are required to attend a stand- 
up, classroom-type training for the operation 
ofa Dale-Perkins generating set. 

They will then take written examinations 
according to their respective positions in the 
Napocor-Spug organization. 

‘After that, they will be interviewed individ- 
ually to assess and review the validity of the 
test instruments used. The participants will 
also be given the chance to ask questions and 
seek clarifications. 

Six assessors from the Napocor-Spug Lu- 
zon operations will also test the participants 
and evaluate their skills in starting up and 
shutting down a Dale-Perkins generating set, 
based on Start-up and Shutdown Procedures. 

“With the certification, our plant personnel 
will have concrete proof that they are really 
qualified to operate our generation facilities,” 
Bongao said. 

Napocor, through the Power Sector Assets 
and Liabilities Management Corp., їз current- 
ly going through a process of privatization. 

So far, Psalm has been able to sell five 
Napocor hydropower plants and one coal- 
fired facility. 

These are the 3.5-megawatt (MW) Talomo, 
1.6-MW Agusan, 1.8-MW Barit, 0.4-MW 
Cawayan and 1.2-MW Loboc hydropower fa- 
cilities, and the 600-MW Masinloc coal-fired 
power plant. 


DA sees weak 
growth in '05 
farm output 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


A PROLONGED 2005 DRY SPELL LIKELY 
trimmed growth in the country's farm sector 
to about 2.5 percent, Agriculture Secretary 
Domingo Panganiban yesterday said. 

The preliminary figure fell below the ad- 
justed 2005 full-year government growth tar- 
get of 3.2 percent. 

Also, the expected growth in farm output is 
considerably lower than the 5 percent posted 
in 2004. 

Agriculture accounts for about a fifth of the 
country's economic output. 

“It would be safe to say that total output of 
this major economic sector for the entire year 
could end up only slightly better than two 
percent, assuming that the production perfor- 
mance in the fourth quarter (was) much bet- 
ter than in the first nine months,” Panganiban 
said. 

According to Romeo Recide, director of the 
DAS Bureau of Agricultural Statistics (BAS), 
some 600,000 metric tons of rice and corn 
crops were lost in the drought and flooding 
that occurred in the Cagayan Valley, Central 
Luzon and Southern Luzon regions. 

The drought in the first half of the year had 
had badly hit vital crops. Output actually de- 
clined by 0.32 percent during the first three 
quarters, said the BAS in its report. 

Heavily hit by the dry spell were palay, corn 
and sugarcane. Palay output fell 2.34 percent, 
while corn harvests dropped 2.31 percent. 

‘Sugarcane fell 14.81 percent. 

Fortunately, coconut producers maintained 
steady growth at 3.74 percent. Other cash 
crops, such as mango and coffee, improved 
outputs by 4.95 percent and 2.07 percent, re- 
spectively. 

The limited government budget and the 
high cost of farm inputs had affected the agri- 
culture sector's growth in 2005, according to 
Dr. Rolando Dy, executive director of UAP's 
Center for Food and Agri Business. 

"The agriculture sectors growth is still bet- 
ter than the average growth rate of 2.6 per- 
cert attained in the years 1994 to 2003," Dy 
noted. "But there would be a slowdown com- 
pared to the growth attained in 2004." 

Panganiban said measures were being un- 
dertaken to increase the sectors growth to 
"not less than four percent" in 2006. 

This would include better timing in the re- 
lease of agricultural funds and more govern- 
mentspending. — Withareport from AFP 
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EXPERIENCE Pinoy Soul with Sino Sikat. 


New year, new bands! 
And it's all about mixing 
sounds, influences 

and attitudes for a hipper, 
more exciting local 
music scene 


THE BOYS of Dicta License 


The year is offto a 


2bU! celebrates the 


new year by peering into | 


our crystal ball and 


predicting what's going 


to be big in fashion, 


rocking start. This week, { 


pants, curly hair, fresh 
makeup, hot new bands, 
Web 2.0 and even 
more exciting games. 
Are you ready for 
2006? | = 


music and technology: 


ruffled tops, gaucho 


By Maui V. Reyes 
2bU! Correspondent 


pop rock, 2006 is about fusing 
different genres for a hip new 
sound. 
Meet some of the bands you'll be talking 
about this year. 


Sino Sikat 
Mash together jazz, soul, 
broken beats, and you get Sin 
calist Kat Agarrado, formerly with 
band, says her music is the result of years 
spent flitting from one genre to another. 
"T was doing pop with Passage, then when I 


I F LAST YEAR WAS ALL ABOUT 


left, nag-R&B ako, nag-lounge ako. Tapos nag- 
jazz, tapos nag-jam ako with Wally Gonzales, 
so blues classic naman yun...” 

Now, with bandmates Allen Umali (bass), 
Nikki Cabardo (keyboards), Reli de Vera 
(drums), and Nick Azarcon (guitars), Sino Sikat 
has began attracting its own following among 
fans of what the band dubs as "Pinoy Soul.” 

Describe your music. 

Di ko alam! Iba-iba, hindi talaga ma-de- 
scribe. Bawat kanta may maririnig kang jazz, 
trip-hop, rock, electronica. Tinawag kong 
“Pinoy Soul.” Kasi tayong mga Pinoy, madami 
tayong mga influences, kahit nga yung Kundi- £ 
man hindi naman sa atin, sa Spaniards siya. 
Kaya nga meron tayong Pinoy Rock, Pinoy 
Jazz, OPM. Kaya kami, Pinoy Soul. f 

2005 was the year of pop rock. Whatdo i 
you think 2006 will be? 

Ang lulupit ng mga lalabas na banda. 
Magkakalabasan ng mga talent! Mas 
magkakaroon ng choices ang mga tao. Aban- 
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DRESSES аге 
loose and 
flowing, almost 
Grecian- 


GAUCHO pants 
are good for the 
summer. 


By Bianca Consunji 
2bUI Correspondent 


ASHION LOVERS WILL HAVE TO 
E start the year with a hangover—of 

2005's fashion, that is. While the bo- 
hemian look will be nowhere near the run- 
ways this season, designers and retail 
brands are still taking their cues from the 
Edwardian and Victorian influences of the 
last quarter of 2005. 

Because the country’s tropical climate 
makes it impractical for women to wear 
high necklines and Jong skirts, fashion fanat- 
ics can still get their fil of the romantic peri- 
cod with basic tops and skirts embellished 
with ruffles, lace, princess sleeves, rolled 
edges and plait straps. 

Tn Chocolate Clothing Co.'s upcoming 
Earth Angel collection, these are the things 
to look out for, as well as beads, glitter, pom- 
poms, diamond-trimmed tops and Edwar- 
dian jerseys. 

‘Also take note of jeans in light washes, 
cropped trucker jackets, printed hoodies, 
shrugs, cargo pants and chiffon halters. Cro- 
chet tops, popcorn lace tops, crushed velvet, 
baby doll tops, and even more vintage will 
be in for the upcoming seasons. 

"Top retail brand Freeway also focuses on 
the Victorian look, minus the high collars 
and long sleeves, This time, the Victorian 
look is much sexier and more modem, 
choosing to flaunt curves instead of hiding 
them. 

‘The sentiment is echoed by fashion chain 
Cinderella, which will carry Victorian-in- 
spired frills, ruffles and lace detail. Also, ex- 
pect more satin and chiffon, textured puffy 
skirts, and "60s and preppy pieces in the fu- 
ture collections. 

Aside from Victorian, Russian baroque 
fashion may be found in a few key pieces for 
the season: Tsarina-inspired looks, Cossack 
and military fashion (no loose cargos, 
though—the pieces are tighter and sexier, 
with figure-flattering jackets, capris and 
tops in camouflage, fatigue and khaki). 
Looking for these Russian- and army-in- 
spired pieces? Check out Cinderella and So- 
Jo (a retail brand for men and women). 

Iflooking like a war freak isn't your thing, 
opt for dresses, which will always be classic. 
However, this year’s dresses are loose and 
flowing, as opposed to overly tight numbers. 
Look out for Grecian-style threads, with the 
hemlines a bit longer this time. 


Delicate tops 

The first quarter of the year calls for deli- 
cate tops in neutral shades such as pale 
ivory, nude, pastels and cream. Basics such 
as black, Khali, gray, navy blue, burgundy, 
teal and plum are also palettes to look out 
for, 

‘Although metallic accessories are still ac- 
ceptable, this season's shades are more mut- 
ed and a lot less shiny than the “hello world, 


By Gabriel H. Mercado 
2bUI Contributor 


HERES NOTHING FEARLESS 
about making “fearless tech fore- 
casts.” On the contrary, my fore- 

casts are full of fear, because writing a 

tech forecast is about as close as I can get 

to impaling myself in public. But here 
goes, nevertheless 

© Web 2.0 (and other “cool” words). 
‘Trying to decipher what Web 2.0 means 
will take up half this space, but from an 
“underlying purpose” point of view, Web 
2.0 is the culmination of self-publication 
(blogs), and the need to receive, collabo- 
rate and work together on the informa- 
tion it produces. Hence, there are sites 
such as DIGG.com, del.icio.us, technorati 
and even the local oks.ph that deliver in- 
formation processed elsewhere, while re- 
liant on these technologies. 

‘True to form, Web 2.0 is beyond web- 
sites, being heavily dependent on tech- 
nologies that allow writers like me to let 
loose a slew of techie words: Splogs, 
Feeds, RSS, Atom, XML, Aggregators, 
Wikis, Reblogs, SEO—only some of which 


look at те" gold bags, belts, jewelry and 
shoes of the previous seasons. 

Shorts and cropped pants are still big, 
with cropped pants available in varying leg 
widths, from fined to wideleg gau 
chos perfect for the upcoming hot months. 
"These shorts come in all styles and fabrics, 
from soft cotton gauchos paired with tank 
tops, to tailored cropped pants that can go 
from the mall to the office 

For its part, fashion outlet Ensembles says 
во for all-out prints, colors and textures fora 
retro feel. 

Josie Go of Karimadon suggests stocking 
up on cotton tunics, tanks and basic tees to 
go with bubble skirts, gaucho/palazzo 
pants, distressed jeans, cropped jackets, and 
shorts, And look for dresses for all occasions 
in hot fabrics such as cotton, satin, velvet 
and chiffon 

Shoe styles spotted on the runway are 
Mary Jane pumps and pretty heels (пу 
telling that to Havaianas addicts). 


Fresh-faced beauty 

Beauty is more low-key this season as 
glowing skin, flushed cheeks, and fuss-free 
updos, braids and ponytails take center 
stage. 

Say goodbye to the pasty goth look as this 
season calls for flawless skin, the perfect 
pink blush, light lip gloss, and pastel eye 
shadow—white seems to be a favorite in the 
European runways, but it may make smaller 
Asian eyes look nonexistent. Go for pale pas- 
tels instead to create that almost ethereal 
look. 

Hair also stays soft and natural (do not re- 
bond your hair!) so digital perms and soft 


EXPECT lots of Victorian-inspired 
bows and ruffles. 


LANCÓME'S 
Enchantress look 
focuses on pink and 
purple hues for 
Spring/Summer 2006. 


METALLIC accessories this year are more 
subdued. 


braids are the way to go. 

Xeng Zulueta of Shu Uemura suggests а 
more feminine look for Spring/Summer 
with their Sweet Mode collection, inspired 
by yummy colors such as apricot, plumeria, 
caffe creme and vanilla sugar. She also тег. 8 
ommended products with varied textures. 
such as eye jellies with a matte finish 

‘According to Zerline Chan from Lan 
côme, spring/summer’s look should be rem. 
iniscent of fairies. “The Enchantress,” as 
their season's look is called, contains shim 
mery pastel colors with metallic glimmer. 
‘The look is composed of eye colors in pinks. 
purples and greens, while key lip hues in 
clude pearly pink and plum. 


Email the author at biancaconsunjia 
yahoo.com 


If "Grand Theft Auto: San Andreas,’ 

my vote for 2005's Game Of The Year, 
is any indication, then we're in for 

a more thrilling experience this 2006 


(О Technorati 


1 understand, but at least it makes me 
look smart, which is the point. 

Web 2,0 is what the web should be. This is 
far beyond your average blog, This is the 
"new" Internet designed and. funded by 
techies as well, the only way to get really ex- 
citing stuff ош the door and into daily use, 

e Games with a wider scope. Look- 


Feedster 


ing into what people want trom gaming, 
їе important to know what they don't. 
want: predictable artificial intelligence. 
Seary-themed games that shock and 
gross you out rather than are truly creepy. 
Real-Time Strategy games that are exer- 
cises in micro-managing wood, stone, 
gold and crystals ad nauseam, and but- 
{on-mashers that test the limits not of 


del.icio.us 


your intelligence, but of your mouse 
‘game pad and thumb. 

If "Grand Theft Auto: San Andreas 
my vote for 2005's Game Of The Year, 1s 
any indication, then we're in for a mor 
thrilling experience this 2006. There's th 
standard challenges you have to pass, bt: 
watching CJ Johnson, the game's prima? 
character, perform them is a treat. 

CJ solves the mystery of his mother - 
death while listening to "90s classic son « 
hits, driving any type of vehicle in ans 
way you want across various environ 
ments including a city countryside 
beaches, desert and miles of miles ot |) 
roads. These places are so detailed that 
you'll spend hours just walking, runnin, 
driving, flying and jet-packing around i 

‘Truth is, none of the individual inns. 
tions in GTA San Andreas is special in 1 
self, Rather, it’s the collection and Full 2) 
plication of these features that give t 
player such a satisfactory feeling. But t's 
irony here is with so much to do and 
many things to try, this game works l» 
cause it provides something a gan 
doesn't have—an experience of real lif 
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We think 
it's going 


оправе Cl 
2552 %ап niyo ang mga bandang UpDhar- 
паром at Giniling Festival. Tataas 
ейп standard ng рор за Pilipinas. 
7" What can we expect from Sino 
Sikat in 2006? 
Sasabog kaming parang bombal 
ТУН lang maganda yung quality ng 
S: music, pati performance namin, mag- 
Т anda. Lalabas na ang album namin sa 
February or March. Marami kaming 
guests sa album, tulad ni Vic Mercado 
and Ian Umali. Yung iba, surprise па 
lang! 


UpDharmaDown 

UpDharmaDown is a mixture of 
four individuals who left their previ- 
ous groups and formed a new band 
"where each of their musical influ- 
ences gets mixed up to form music 
like no other The band recently 
bagged the In the Raw award at the 
2005 NU Rock Awards, and vocalist 
Armi Millare hopes their luck will 
hold. 

‘Try to describe your music. 

їз a combination of four people 
who bring different genres to the table. 

»., Hike soul, and I'm the lyricist, so I come 
up with the melody. Paul [Yap, bassist] 
also writes lyrics, and he's into rock, but 
lately he's into industrial music. Carlos 
[Tañada, lead guitars] likes ambient 
music and classical rock. Ean [Mayor, 
drums] likes electronica music, so he's 
the mastermind of all the electronica 
beats you hear 

Do you think this fusion of music 
will be a hit in 2006? 

There are a lot of bands that came 
out last year [that play soul], but the 
majority are independent groups. So 
its really up to the people in the in- 
dustry if they will give independent 
bands like us some room on their 
playlists. 

What can we expect from Up- 
DharmaDown in 2006? 

Our album! We finished it very re- 
‘cently. We'll be launching that. Then 

+ мете shooting our second video, 
“*Pag-Agos.” 


‘Juan Pablo Dream 
ЭЖ The band’s video for its original 
Лоп, “Nice Place,” features Philip- 
‘pine movie icon Tony Ferrer. Can you 
say "Mod"? Channeling the sounds of 
72605 Motown, Northern Soul and "60s 
pop rock, Juan Pablo Dream received 
nods at the 2005 MTV Pilipinas 
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‘Awards for Best New Artist and Best 
Independent Video. 


Dicta License 

Since coming together six years 
ago, Dicta License has evolved from 
“the Pinoy version of Rage Against 
the Machine” to an eclectic mix of 
rock, rap, hip-hop and soul. With 
their debut album, "Panghilom," 
Pochoy Labog (vocals), Bryan 
Makasiar (drums), Boogie Romero 
(guitars) and Kelley Mangahas (bass) 
are ready to rock our radios in 2006. 

How did it feel like to be com- 
pared to Rage Against the Machine? 

Initially, it affected us. Boogie 
thought it was a compliment. For 
some of us, panget yun, kasi nag- 
mukha kaming copycat, just because 
Pochoy raps. Now, if people listen to 
the album, it's notas Rage Against the 
Machine as one would think. There's 
alot of singing in the album, too. 

How hard has the past six years 
been? 

Very hard. It’s been a long road. As 
а band, there have been lots of con- 
flicts. We were about to call it quits, 
but then we were given the opportu- 
nity to sign up with Warner Music. 
Nabuhayan ulit yung banda. This al- 
bum, “Panghilom,” is six years in the 
making. 

‘What can we expect from you in 


We're going to continue promoting 
the album. There will be lots of gigs. 
Expect music in 2006 to be a bit 
heavy. Urban Dub is coming out with 
a new album, so is Cheese. There's 
going to bea healthy rock scene. 


Sun Valley Crew 

This isn't your usual garden-variety 
hip-hop group. The band that got to- 
gether a decade ago with only three 
members has expanded to seven 
members, bringing together musi- 
cians from the hip-hop, electronica, 
and rock scene to produce a fresh, 
groove-worthy sound. Vocalist Uela 
Basco is the only female of the group. 

Describe SVC's sound. 

Hip-hop and R&B, like "The 
Roots.” But Sun Valley Crew has 
evolved na talaga, kasi kahit na hip- 
hop kami, nakakasama namin mga 
taga-indie rock scene. Every time we 
havea gig, which is usually in Big Sky 
Mind ог Saguijo, other musicians jam 
with us, like Buddy Zabala (of the 
Dawn), Vin Dancel (of Twisted Halo), 
the guys from Bagetsafonik. 

What can we expect from SVC in 
2006? 

Sana malabas na yung fourth al- 
bum namin. And the album is going 
to be great, unlike the third album 
where there was no band. And Kakoi 
Legaspi (formerly of Barbie's Cradle) 
is joining the band. 
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Jason Mraz comes 


back to 


FAST.TALKING, GUITAR-PLUCKING word- 
smith Jason Mraz has orbited two albums, 
a world of music festivals and a whole 
stretch of earth to get to where he is: a 
geeky songwriter in the pink of platinum- 
selling health. Now, Mr. A-Z—which is inci- 
dentally also the name of his sophomore al- 
bum—is expanding his musical horizons by 
reaching out to awed audiences here in the 
Philippines. 

“While the reality-based, tongueii 
cheek freshman of "Waiting for my Rocket’ 
is back again,” says the gangly Mraz, "I also. 
wanted Mr. A-Z to suggest that I was ready 
to reveal а little more about myself. The 
stories within these songs find your humble 
King of Denial having a go at my own place- 
ment in relationships lost and found again, 
in the ever-changing music business, as а 
geek and an artist." 

Mraz continues, "On Mr. A-Z, l'm posing 
as the more appropriate sophomore, un- 
afraid to admit my mistakes, good-natured 
їп my verbal attacks, yet still hanging on to 
enough of that sophomoric angle to avoid 
playing it safe. I want to allow my wisdom 


Manila 


and perspective to resonate though а hu- 
morous persona that until now Td only 
used in the live experience.” 

The upbeat Mr. A-Z single “Wordplay” is 
such an example of the trademark Mraz 
wit. "Ies a straight satire on what a first sin- 
gle should sound like,” he explains. "Its а 
track composed by a happy little boy mak- 
ing a masterful mockery of his own agenda, 
beating the average critic to the punch, if I 
do say so myself." 

Now that he's throwing more punches, 
experimenting with more grooves and 
soundscapes while being in total character, 
Jason Mraz is sounding better than ever. So 
it won't be a surprise to find the Rockwell 
and NBC venues packed with converts for 
“Jason Mraz Live in Manila.” 

Ticket rates: Jan. 20, Rockwell Tent, 
2,000 and P1,000; and Jan. 21, NBC Tent, 
P2,000, P1,500, P1,000, and P500. Tickets 
availabie at SM Ticketnet outlets. 

"Waiting for My Rocket to Come" and 
“Mr. A-Z” by Jason Mraz are distributed by 
Warner Music Philippines and available in 
music stores nationwide. 


Watch Pinoy Power in America’s Hottest Dance Challenge! 
SERI LTEM SIC ACIE GAN, iss 
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CANON PIXMA IP3000 


Printer to the holiday rescue 


By Gabriel H. Mercado 
2001 Contributor 


while since Tve tried out a printer of 
any kind. My work as a web developer 
is to blame, as dexterity in things related to 
the Internet and anything electronic allows 
one to move around relatively paperless. I 
have, however, worked with printers great 
and small in the past, from huge hulking 
lasers to swift, silent inkjets and enormous 
buzzing dot matrices, 

‘And so | approached the Canon Pixma 
{P3000 with a measure of trepidation, not on- 
ly due to insecurity over my lack of recent 
printer experience, but also because I would 
have to find things to print. 

Fortunately, 1 found ways to go around 
both before submission time. It was Christ- 


т: BE HONEST, IT'S BEEN A LONG 


mas during the time of this review, and I 
happened to have a bored 11-year-old 
niece. 

See, Christmas means Christmas decora- 
tions, and a young "Art Attack”-brainwashed 
niece means someone in the house who likes 
to make them. Throw the Canon Pixma 
{P3000 into the mix, and you have a Chris 
mas décormaking factory (sens Мей 
Buchanan's British accent, but trust me it’s of- 
ten tried) 

Further, throw in the photos I took with the 
superlative Canon Camedia C-480 Zoom and 
Fujitsu Finepix F810 cameras previously lent 
for review by Digital Exchange (Glorietta 3), 
and we had a bonanza of all things Christ- 
тазу for the holiday season. 


All-purpose 
The Canon Pixma iP3000 is an all-pur- 


niece, and you've got an instant 


décor factory 


e HONG KONG 


ISNEPLAND 


Enjoy the magic of 
Hong Kong Disneyland with Visa. 
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CANON Pixma iP3000 


pose "photo printer" that uses bubble-jet 
technology. It employs four cartridges which 
produce four ink colors, and resolutions of 
600 x 600 dpi for black and 4800 x 1200 dpi 
for color. Print speed is an impressive 22 
pages per minute (ppm) for black and 15 
ppm for color. A true-color photograph can 
take approximately 36 seconds to print, al- 
though that can vary widely depending on 
situations. 

PictBridge capability—that godsend of an 
application for photo-happy digital camera 
owners and printers alike—is blessedly pre- 
sent on the iP3000, while the usual plethora 
of photo-editing and printing software 
drivers for different operating systems are 
there as well, so Mac users are well repre- 
sented, 

You can print on the usual legal, letter and 
envelope sizes, plus the rather lengthily 
named "Canon Photo Paper Plus Glossy 4” x 
6" Sample Pack,” and even on CD-R and 
DVD-R printable disks. A CD Tray is included 
for this purpose. 

‘Aesthetically, the iP3000's dark gray cas- 
ing when closed makes it look like, well, а 
breadbox. Canon probably designed it for a 
gray cubicle type of working application, 
and, admittedly, that would fit its 16.5" x 
6.8" quite nicely. 

There's really nothing wrong with looking 
like a misplaced kitchen appliance. Howev- 
er, a posh workplace would best consider а 
cabinet or at least some covering, as the 
printer's gray hulk would surely clash with 
the wood paneling and gold-plated lamp. 

The printer does not come with a cable. It 
сап use either a USB or parallel cable, so it 
leaves you to make that choice. But it can be 
frustrating, as it took me a while to find 
someone to lend me one. 


Functional 

Still, the Canon Pixma iP3000 is a breeze 
to set up and get running. It looks rather im- 
pressive with all its access nodes open, like 
something hostile the Starship Enterprise. 
might have encountered in деер space. But 
it's very functional and easy enough to fig- 
ure out. 

Overall, 1 was impressed primarily with 
the iP3000's speed and quiet operation. 
Bored niece and holiday season notwith- 
standing, the Canon iP3000 is a solid per- 
former and a good daily photo printer. 

Check it out at the Canon store at Digital 
Exchange G3. 


Visa Hong Kong Disneyland Getaway 


Have а magical vacation in Hong Kong Disneytano tne Visa way -- get a chance to win a round trip for a family of 4 to 
Hong Kong Disneyland, Plus enjoy breakfast with your favorite Disney characters, and receive 2 FASTPASS tickets per guest (В for a family of 4) 
for line reservations in selected rides and shows. 


a winner! 
SEVENTEEN-YEAR-OLD 
Katrien Dagmang of Marikina 
City has won an Olympus C- 
480, thanks to her hilarious 
Power Point presentation. You 
made our first day back at 
work even more fun. With your 
creativity, we know you can 
maximize the use of this cam- 
" era, Katrien. Please call Ching 

SMS. | En de la Cruz at 8978808 for de- 
теа аа | УЛ ЗЕ эп appears on card address issuing banklast 4 digtamount of transaction date of transaction time of ensaction> tails on how to claim your 
"арбан, ea onda e ember el yout mobic neto (Noe that there are no spaces ale each ommo. i 

Text wiitbe | Please do not use commas for amounts more than Р999 99, and when entering the address) prize. а 

charged. Ех. Visa MENNIE SO,24/F 6750 AYALA AVENUE МАКАТ! CITY.AIG234,1000 25.712705.1808 ‘You, too, can be a winner! 


This week, 2ЫЛ and Digital Exchange 
D tje% 
Фер VISA 


Be mesmerized and dazzled with the 4 magical worlds of Hong Kong Disneyland. Experience what it was like in the turn of the 
20" Century in Main Street, USA. Be intrigued at the mysterious jungle of Adventureland. Meet Mickey and ай his friends in 
Fantasyland and blast into outer space at futuristic Tomorrowland! Timeless tales and boid adventures are brought magically to life 
for children ofall ages. 

Mechanics: 

i. eormo Penod: 27 November 2005 10 24 January 2006 


2. Minimum of P500 single-tectipt Visa purchase wil alow Visa cardholder to register his/her Visa transaction for a chance to win one (1) of seven (7) 
Family of Four packages io Hong Kong Disneyland on March 2-4, 2006. PLUS HK$5,000 pocket money" 


How to joln? 
kegster your visa transactions at any of the following available channels 


are giving away a Canon Pixma iP3000. If 
you want to join our contest, tell us why 
you deserve to win this printer in the 
most creative way you сап, E-mail your 
entries to contest2bu@inguirer.com.ph, 
Don't forget your name, school/office 
and contact info! 


2. Call Center: Metro Manila - 637 2768, Provincial - Toll Free it 1800:1888-2591 


з. Website: vnvwhhlmasia com/visa 


терезин 
Sots edt ты DIE ACA Pom o 3083 Sei 200: 


